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circulation of written versions of speeches, 154
variation between versions, 186
contional
not necessary for political career, 281
opportunity for building up public
persona, 281
development, 65
and elections, 8, 48, 236
and factors for political success, 65-66
family exempla in, 48—49
filibustering
precedents and imitators, 221
forensic
not necessary for political career, 281
forensic route to political career, 280
funeral speech, 38
ghostwriting, 118—20, 137, 253
giving competitive edge, 288-89
good and bad orators, s, 282
in imperial period
oratory as symbol of free speech, 19—20
oratorical reputation, 43
oratorical skills
a necessity for political success, 2, 19,
282, 289
orator or speaker, 4, §

part of communication complex, 289
part of public communication complex,
125—26, 288—89
public profile communicated through, 282,
286-87, 288-89
and public office, 280-81
reinforcing other factors for political
success, 66
reputation as orator, 42
dependent on oratorical
volunteering, 281-82
uses of, 42
rhetorical education, 26-27, 37
senatorial
difficult to avoid for senators, 281
frequency of speaking, 40
short-term versus long-term effects, 177
‘sound bites’, 130, 169
sources
testimonia, 13—14
as sources, 9—10, 11—21
fragments, 13
transmission, 12—13, 133
style
contional style, 36-38
forensic style, 27
popularis style, 105—08
senatorial style, 40—41
sententiae, 40
ouatio, 57

Parthians, 57, 58, 239, 262
patronage and networks
and political career, 52—55
people, the Roman people, populus Romanus
popularity with, 57, 77
role in judging orator’s reputation, 42
role in politics, 3—4
Petreius, M., 58
Pharsalus, 175
Philodemus, 184
Placentia, 175
Plautius (tr. pl. 70 BC), 158
Plinius Secundus, C. (the Elder), 12
Plinius Secundus, C. (the Younger)
on Gaius Gracchus’ oratory, 70
Plutarch
misrepresenting Cato, 245—46
on Cato’s oratory, 22628
on Cato’s physical appearance, 228-29
on Cato’s Stoicism, 245
on character of individuals, 14-15
on charisma, 62
on Marcus Antonius’ oratory, 251, 253
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Plutarch (cont.)
on Marcus Antonius’ tribunate, 257—58
on Pompeius, 116, 12223
as source for oratory, 17
compared with Cicero, 15
as source on Cato, 212
speeches in, 13234
political career
and ancestry, 46—49
career choices, 63-64, 280
articulation of crucial, 28384
competition, 52, 64
monumentalising, 6465
dependent on public profile, 282, 286-87
carly career choices, 280
and factors for political success, 63-66
forensic career
choices, 3233, 280, 281
unusual alongside political career, 281
and intangible factors, charisma, 59-63
military career, 55-59
and military career, 178
and patronage and networks, 5255
preferred to military career, 55, 58, 178,
288-89
sought by Iralians, 64
and wealth, 5052
political system
challenges of, 28384
elite and people, 286-87
ideology
possible argument for political action, 284
valid justification in politics, 284
importance of collegiality, 283
innovations by case study figures, 285
links between senatorial, contional and
forensic audiences, 288
open to newcomers, 285-86
public perception crucial, 286-87
political violence, 218, 222
Pollentia, 275
Pompeia (wife of Caesar), 168
Pompeius Magnus, Cn., 2, 6, 9, 113—45
ambition driving force in career, 115-18
ancestry as factor for political success, 143
appearances as character witness, 33
attempts to boost oratory, 120, 131, 137
bluntness in public oratory, 132-34, 139—40
blushing in public, 116
career advances through oratory of others,
141, 14243, 145
career change, articulation of, 12022, 123,
13234, 141, 142
characteristics, 115-16

charisma as factor for political success, 144
charismatic, 61
choice of contio, 43
commands against pirates and Mithridates
obtained through oratory, 12425
contional speeches, 120-22, 123, 128-30,
13235, 139—40, 141
court activity, 136—37
denounced by Marcus Antonius December
50 BC, 256
dominating attractive commands, 58
eloquentia medius, 117, 142—43, 145
eulogised by others, 12526
family exempla, 49
forensic speeches, 13637
hiding true intentions, 113, 128, 138-39, 142
lobbying, 40, 114, 141, 144
marriage-proposal to Cato’s niece, 132
military career, 59, 142, 175
military career as factor for political
success, 143—44
network with Crassus and Caesar, 54, 131,
13235, 169—70, 171
networks as factor for political success, 143
not blamed for Cicero’s exile, 186, 192
operating through others, 138-39
opposed by Cato, 219
oratorical skill
of ambiguity, 12728, 13740, 144
in self-praise, 114, 118, 125, 128-30, 141—42
oratory
based on auctoritas, 115-16, 136-37
as factor for political success, 144, 145
not always preferring, 114
not considered good orator, 44,
132-35, 14243
testimonia of his, 11520
timing and functions of, 141
use of, 115, 128, 132-34, 142
in Plutarch, 15
popularity with senators, seeking, 132
popularity with the people, 12023
exploited by others, 124, 136, 158, 163
impact on oratory, 134-36
powerful political figure, 20
produced by Caesar in contio 59 BC, 171
proposed recalled to fight Catilinarians, 218
public position and oratorical strategy, 43, 131,
136—37, 142
recusatio tactic, 124, 141, 142, 282
rhetorical education, training, 118
role in negotiations January 49 Bc, 25657
senatorial speeches, 127, 132, 133,
13738, 14142
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in Caesar’s contio in 59 BC, 132—34
on Caesar’s Gallic command, 133
in Cicero, 14
on Cicero’s recall 1 January 57 BC, 13738
in the contio as consul-elect, 12022
contio denouncing Milo 52 Bc, 139—40
in contio July 59 BC, 134-35
contio speeches of uncertain dates,
129-30
on discharge of troops, 122-23
about Eastern conquests, 128—29
forensic, 136—37
in 49 BC, 133
at Libo’s trial 55 BC, 137
at Milo’s trial 56 BC, 136
possible speeches for commands against
pirates and Mithridates, 12425
upon return from the East, 12628
theatre complex, 52, 130-31
transuectio equitum, 122—23
triumph 71 BC, 122
use of religion for political purposes, 144
Venus Victrix, temple to, 52
wealth as factor for political success, 144
Pompeius Rufus, Q. (tr. pl. 52 BC), 140
Pomponius Atticus, T.
Liber Annalis, 106
Pomponius, M., 89
Pomptinus, C. (pr. 63 BC), 58, 230
Popillia (mother of Q. Lutatius Catulus), 161
Popillius Laenas, P. (cos. 132 BC), 74, 83, 84
popularis, 105—08
popularity with the people, 57
Porcius Cato, M. (cos. 195, cens. 184 BC), 9, 11,
12, 205, 207, 210, 242, 243, 253
speeches
circulation, 13
Porcius Cato, M. (pr. 54 BC), 3, 6, 9, 204—47
adopting contional style, 37
ancestry as factor for political success,
206, 243
auctoritas of, 206, 214, 229-30, 236-37, 243
in senate, 227—28
against Caesar, 221-22, 22628, 234,
236, 240—41
career choices, 215-16, 231, 236
articulation of, 218-19, 235-36
character
impulsive, 214, 223, 241—42
pragmatic, 205-06, 214, 217-18, 222, 226,
236, 237—40, 241—42, 246—47
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charisma
as factor for political success, 206, 243
uncharismatic, 62, 206
choice of contio, 43
choice of oratorical setting, 43
consulship
canvass and repulsa, 229, 234—36, 240—41
contional speeches, 218-19, 22223, 225,
22728, 229-31, 233-34
education
rhetorical and philosophical, 207-08
emulating Cato the Elder, 205-06, 243
and family exempla, 49
filibustering, 39, 169, 205, 22023, 225, 234, 242
aims of, 244
inspiration to others, 221
forensic speeches, 20911, 214-16, 229
gem portraits of, 231
juror at Milo’s trial 52 BC, 233
military career as factor for political
success, 243
military tribunate, 211
networks as factor for political success, 243
obstructionism, 168, 171, 218, 22021,
22526, 241—42
effect on Cato’s career, 22425
not always obstructionist, 223
oratorical preparation, attention to, 209
oratorical skill
senatorial and military contional
oratory, 209
oratorical style, 210, 215, 23738
bombastic phrases, 218, 231
shouting, a populist technique, 223, 244
oratory, 206—07
considered good orator, 44, 242
effect of, 219, 241
effect on Cato’s career, 223—24, 225,
228, 241
as factor for electoral success, 236
as factor for political success, 242
persuasive, 217
physical fitness, 221
seeking out oratorical occassions, 242
to silence crowd, 22930, 233-34
use of, 209-13, 242
physical appearance, 228-29
in Plutarch, 15
political aims, 244—47
political networks, s5
against Pompeius, 218, 219
against Pompeius, Caesar and
Crassus, 223—26, 231, 232
effect of, 228
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Porcius Cato, M. (pr. 54 BC) (cont.)
popularity with the people, 217
seeking popularity, 212, 21718,
219, 231-32
in tribunician election, 213-14
portrayed in Catos and Anti-Catos, 204
practorship, 228-31
canvass and repulsa, 224-25
clection, 228
practorship (extraordinary, turned down), 224
public persona, 243
follower of tradition, 228—29, 230, 23536,
241—42, 245—46
impact on Cato’s career, 243—44
of incorruptibility, 211-12, 22021, 224,
225, 228-29, 230, 23132, 23436,
241—42, 245—46
as lone warrior, 209
as man of principle, 204-05, 209-13, 214,
216-17, 219, 22021, 226, 23234,
237-40, 24142, 24547
opponent of dominance, 218, 219, 220, 222,
223, 23436, 24546
protector of res publica, 218, 219, 220, 222,
232-34, 23740, 24142, 244, 24547
self-sacrificial, 219, 222, 24546
as Stoic, 209, 214, 228-29, 23536, 24142,
243, 245
pushing boundaries of tradition, 205-06, 222
quaestor pro praetore in Cyprus, 223—24
quaestorship, 211-12
quindecemuir sacris faciundis, 206, 211
rejecting Pompeius’ marriage-proposal, 132
relationship between formal and
informal political influence, 206,
236-37, 24344
repulsae, 205, 224-25, 229, 23437, 240—41,
242, 245—46
as senatorial orator, 41, 22728
senatorial speeches, 216-19, 220, 221-22, 223,
226-28, 230-31, 23233, 240—41
speeches
before civil war 49 Bc, 240—41
against Caesar’s agrarian bill 59 Bc, 222
against Caesar’s killing of German
tribes, 227—28
in Catilinarian debate, 39, 166, 206,
216-17, 242
circulation of written versions, 216
during civil war, 241
against consul Pupius Piso 61 Bc, 22223
contio speech silencing the crowd, 229-30
for grain proposal, 217-18
against law on Caesar’s provinces and
armies, 22627
against lex Trebonia s5 BC, 225

against Milo 52 BcC, 233-34
obstructing Caesar’s consular canvass 6o
BC, 22122
paraphrase of speech in senate 50
BC, 23738
against Pompeius 62 BcC, 219
for Pompeius’ sole consulship 52
BC, 232-33
against Pomptinus’ request for
triumph, 230-31
possible fragments, 215, 231, 232
as presiding practor over quaestio de
repetundis, 229
against proposal for Caesar’s consular
canvass i absentia 52 BC, 234
prosecution of Murena 63 BC, 206, 214-16
during quaestorship, 211
against recall of Pompeius 62 Bc,
218-19, 230
against Sullani, 211-12, 242
against tribunes’ changes to Basilica
Porcia, 209-11
Stoicism, 205-06, 207—09, 245
reception of Cato’s, 245
theatricality, 206, 223, 226, 231-32,
24142, 244
aims of, 244—4s5
tribunate, 217-19
election to, 21314
use of religion for political purposes, 22526
vigorous politician and orator, 213
wealth as factor for political success, 206, 243
Priscian
as source, 19
public profile
Caesar, 28283
Cato, 282-83
central to successful political career,
282, 286-87
and contional oratory, 281
one or several, 286-87
Pompeius, 282-83
relation to people central, 281
senatorial and contional, 286-87
Gaius Gracchus failing to differentiate
between, 287
senatorial, contional and forensic, 288
through oratory or not, 43, 76
use of reputation, 42
Pupius Piso, M. (cos. 61 BC), 219, 222

quaestorship, 57
Rabirius, C., 163

recusatio, 282
repulsa (electoral defeat), 64
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Rupilius, P. (cos. 132 BC), 74
Rutilius Rufus, P
autobiography, 17

Sallustius Crispus, C.
on Pompeius, 116
as source, 16, 17, 18—19
speeches in, 12425, 165
as tribune, 140
Sarpedon (teacher of Cato), 207
school of Latin rhetoric, 65
Scribonius Curio, C. (tr. pl. 50 BC), 197, 255,
256, 258
Scribonius Libo, L. (cos. 34 BC), 136
Semiramis, 172
Sempronii Gracchi, Ti. and C., 7, 111
reception of, 105
as revolutionary orators, 65
Sempronius Gracchus, C., 6, 9, 11, 67-112
agrarian commission, 74
ancestry as factor for political success, 10911
career choices, 26, 63
charm/charisma, 81-82
choice of contio, 43
contional audience drawn away, 35,
98-100
as contional orator, 37, 82, 91-92, 107
contional speeches, 71, 75, 81
audience, 81-82
death of, 49, 103
energetic, 71
factors for political success, 10812
family background, 73, 109-11
family exempla, 49, 78, 82-8s, 88—90, 94-9s,
103—04, 109—IT
forensic speeches, 74
innovations in oratorical delivery,
71, 91-92
innovative in politics, 112
as lawmaker, 71
laws
agrarian, 88-89, 100
grain distribution, 85-87
Italian proposal, 95—96, 100
repetundae, 90-91
military career as factor for political
success, 109
moving house to Subura, 100—or1
omens used against him, 102-03
oratorical style, 70, 71-72, 96-98, 10304
popularis, 105-08
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considered great orator, 44, 71
as factor for political success, 111-12
preference for, 83-84, 85, 94, 104—05
to promote self, preference for, 77, 80, 88,
108, 111-12
and pamphlet/biblion on Tiberius, 90
sources of his, 70-72, 76
in Plutarch, 15
as popularis orator, 71
popularity with the people, 77, 79, 93-96
loss of, 100
public persona
failure to differentiate between different
audiences, 287
quaestor (126 BC), 75, 76
reception and self-presentation, 106
references to brother, 69, 7475, 8890, 98,
10304, 109—11
senatorial hostility to, 7677, 87, 96
speech fragments, 75, 76-78, 80,
8486, 8788, 90—91, 9698,
103-05
speeches
to the censors and people, 7678
circulation, 13, 89
defence of Vettius, 74
exchange with L. Calpurnius Piso
Frugi, 86-87
in favour of re-election to tribunate, 75
in favour of reperundae law, 90-91
final speech, 10305
in first tribunate, 81-82
on Gaius” dream about Tiberius, 78
against L. Calpurnius Piso Frugi, 85-86
on luxuries, 87-88
against M. Minucius Rufus’ proposal to
repeal lex Rubria, 102
against . Popillius Laenas, 8485
against Pennus’ proposal, 75-76, 95
on Roman mistreatment of allies,
96—98
speech pro se, 80
taking down wooden seats at
games, 10001
tribunate, first, 80—92
canvass for, 78-80
ideological motivation, 78
legislation related to Tiberius’ legacy,
8285, 88—90
tribunate, second, 92103
canvass for, 9395
tribunate, third
canvass for, 101-02
wealth and patronage as factors for political
success, 109
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73, 78, 88-90, 94—95, 109—11
lex agraria, 74
networks and popular support, 94
omens used against him, 102
as orator, 69
Sempronius Gracchus, Ti. (cos. 177, 163, cens.
169 BC), 73, 89
senate
and altercationes, 41
as locus for oratory, 38—42
lobbying, 40, 54
order of speakers in, 38—40
possible speaker in, 38
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transmission of senatorial speeches, 41—42
and unpredictability, 41
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Servius Pola ‘accusator’ (RE s), 31
Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar, 266
Sthenius of Thermae, 221
Strabo
as source, 16
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Cato), 207
Suetonius Tranquillus, C.
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on Caesar’s oratory, 146—47, 150
on ghostwriting, 118—20
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Sullani, 211
Sulmo, 258
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election to consulship, 236
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symbolic capital, 57
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Dialogus de oratoribus, 1
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Terentius (tr. pl. 54 BC), 230
Terentius Varro, M.
as source, 16
Teutones, 162
Theophanes, 125
as source, 17
Tibur, 273
Trebonius, C. (cos. 45 BC), 225
tribunate, 7, 35-36
and contio, 35-36
triumph, 57

Tullius Cicero, M., 2
attacked in Marcus Antonius’ speech 1
September 44 BC, 268-69
as author of Cato, 204
Brutus, 43, 69—70, 125—6, 149, 186, 289
on Caesar’s oratory, 148—50, 165—66,
172—73, 176
career, 2
unrepresentative, 4, 10—11, 289
on Cato’s obstructionism, 22021
on Cato’s oratory, 207—08, 214—16, 22223,
230-31, 233-34
on Cato’s Stoicism, 207-09
playing on Cato’s public image as Stoic,
215
concordia ordinum, 220
correspondence with Atticus, 54
as contional orator, 36
on contional style, 3738
De Inventione, 65
as defence advocate, 32
forensic career unusual, 281
on Gaius Gracchus’ oratory, 69, 70, 71
as ghostwriter, 119, 137
on Marcus Antonius’ oratory, 248—49, 250,
252, 256, 259, 260, 261-62, 263—64,
265, 267—68, 269—71
on Marcus Antonius’ tribunate, 257—58
oratorical battle with Piso, 191—95
Palatine house, st
on the people deciding orator’s reputation,
42
Philippic speech (second) against Marcus
Antonius, 270
on Piso’s oratory, 181-82, 191-94, 198—200
credibility, 194
political battle with Clodius, 185-86
on Pompeius’ oratory, 115, 12628, 132,
134-36, 13738
on Pompeius’ political tactics, 139
popularis style, use of, 106
request for supplication 50 BC, 237—40
on senatorial oratorical style, 40
as source, 14, 16
compared with Plutarch, 15
speeches
against Antonius’ attack September 44
BC, 269
teaching rhetoric, 120
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on Pompeius, 117, 123
Venus, 160 wealth
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