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reform initiatives. Gert Briiggemeier, however, proposes alternative
reforms which, instead of trying to overcome the differences between
civil law (delict) and common law (torts), are restricted to civil liability.
The focus is on the grounds of accountability, and stricter forms of
liability are at the fore. Quasi-strict enterprise liability is introduced to
fill the lacuna between personal fault and forms of strict liability. A
commentary is included on recent legislation on civil liability in China,
Brazil and Russia to demonstrate how these large countries try to come to
grips with the challenges of ‘risk society’.
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FOREWORD

It is characteristic of the author of this book, Gert Briiggemeier, to design
and present comprehensive reviews of legal subjects, mainly in the law
of liability, and this has been at the centre of his academic work. In his
research, he combines the past with the present and the future, and
discusses national, European and global law in conjunction with each
other. He had an early interest in the Europeanisation and transnation-
alisation of laws, exploring the divergences and convergences of legal
cultures and mentalities, linking liability, insurance and social security
and, beyond that, law and economics.

For a description of the author’s research activities, see the preface to
the Liber Amicorum Gert Briiggemeier (A. Colombi-Ciacchi, C. Godt,
P. Rott and L.J. Smith, eds. (Berlin: Nomos, 2009), 7-8).

The present work displays the same comprehensive approach. After
presenting a Draft Bill of his own on civil liability laws, the author
combines this with two European reform proposals and links them to
three recent legislative codes from outside the EU (China, Brazil, and
Russia). In the Draft Bill, he combines basic assumptions of the past
(fault liability for wrongful conduct) with basic developments in the
present (enterprise, professional and States, stricter and strict liability)
and develops a middle ground between the (French) general clause
approach and the (German) enumerated-interest approach. He stresses
the importance of the method of judicial application and development,
supplementing the instrument of legislative norm making.

It is only in one area that the author does not take such a compre-
hensive approach. That is where he chooses to focus on the civil law of
delict and does not try to develop all-embracing principles that would be
valid for both the civil law of delict and the common law of torts. Such a
general approach, mainly between the French, German and English legal
systems, is applied, for example, in the casebook National, Supranational
and International Tort Law (W. van Gerven, J. Lever and P. Larouche,
eds. (Oxford: Hart Publishing, 2000)), but in a totally different context.
The purpose of a case or sourcebook is indeed to assemble materials from

xi
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xii FOREWORD

different legal systems, both civil and common law, to demonstrate to
readers, especially law students and law teachers, the similarities and
dissimilarities between the main legal orders, and to familiarise them
with these differences. This is particularly important in EU Member
States, where transborder relations are manifold and the mutual under-
standing of different legal mentalities is the essence of education.
However, such an all-embracing effort is not, or not entirely, appropriate
when it comes to designing a common draft of legislation that requires
homogeneity of sources and uniformity in outcome. In such a situation,
like the one dealt with in this book, it would have been precocious, and
practically impossible, to depart from a large variety of European sources
in constructing an entirely coherent and consistent Draft Bill, and,
moreover, to place it in a remarkable transcontinental perspective, as
the author intended to do and has done.

A preface is not destined to give an overview, but to emphasise what, in
the prefacer’s view, is essential in the book. Taking account of what is
mentioned above, such an essential point is, in my view, how the author -
by comparing and describing various components from national and
transnational, European and transcontinental laws — recognises the most
striking feature of contemporary legal systems: their pluri-national ori-
gin and, even more importantly, their multi-level composition within the
European and international structure. Allow me to develop this point a
little more. The plurality of laws in a multi-layered context leads to the
increased necessity of finding and applying principles — such as prece-
dence and the ‘Solange’ exception,* conformity of interpretation, sub-
sidiarity and efficiency - enabling multi-level legislators, certainly within
a structured entity such as the EU (but also China, Brazil and Russia), to
distribute the normative function between levels of regulation, that is, to
devise, so to speak, a new kind of conflict of law, now containing not only
reference rules for (horizontal) multi-lateral but also (vertical) multi-
level situations. The work recorded in this book will be of great help in the
devising of such principles of inter-normativity. Indeed, although the
author, as he indicates in the foreword, is ‘notoriously sceptical of
European initiatives to unify private law’ - and rightly so - he has
undertaken the difficult task of working out a model bill of liability

* BVerfG, 29 May 1974, BVerfGE 37, 271 - Solange 1; BVerfG, 22 October 1986, BVerfGE
73, 339 - Solange 11.
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FOREWORD Xiii

law, not just with elements drawn from a purely European context, but
also from ‘abroad’, in order ‘to contribute to the ongoing transformation
process of the modern law of delicts/torts and to participate in the
designing of a modern civil liability law for the twenty-first century’. It
is a major merit of this book that it allows the reader to make acquaint-
ance with the law of delict in the Chinese, Brazilian and Russian civil
codes, and to place the European proposals in a much broader perspec-
tive Another advantage is that it is the work of one person - not a team
effort — who has a coherent view of what the law of delict should be, and
has, during his academic life, acquired a vast and coherent knowledge of
civil liability laws around the world.

Walter van Gerven, Leuven
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PREFACE

Although notoriously sceptical of European initiatives to unify private law,
the idea to create a model bill on civil liability law arose when I served as
a legal consultant to the Standing Committee of the Eleventh National
People’s Congress in China from 2006-9. The Committee was engaged in
drafting an Act on civil liability law as book vi11 of the new Chinese Civil
Code. In the meantime, Dr Zhu Yan from Renmin University, Beijing,
spent one year under my mentorship as German chancellor fellow of the
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation in Germany. His research project
involved modelling a Draft Bill of a Chinese law of delict: so, I was dragged
into it! We organised a one-year international seminar at the law faculty
of Bremen University. I drafted a continental European law-based model
bill on liability law, which drew extensively on the legal experiences of
Western industrial societies during the last century. Zhu Yan added the
Chinese aspects. We published this Draft Bill, together with a commentary
and translations of the Bill’s text in other languages, in Germany (Entwurf
fiir ein chinesisches Haftungsgesetz (Ttibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2009) and in
China (PEENREEE--FERWURRE M EER LRAZ B,
1E3E 2009). In December 2009, the Standing Committee passed the Act on
the Law of Delict of the People’s Republic of China; and it came into force
on 1 July 2010.

With the Chinese legislative process finished, this English publication
aims to address a broader international audience. This goes back to the
original intention of the 2009 book: to contribute to the ongoing trans-
formation process of the modern law of delict/torts and to participate in
the designing of a modern civil liability law for the twenty-first century.
Therefore, the Chinese particularities have been removed from the book.
The text of the Draft Bill has been slightly revised; and the commentary
has been thoroughly rewritten. Part 2 now contains the two European
proposals for a modernised civil liability law: Principles of European Tort
Law (PETL) and Book VI of the Draft Common Frame of Reference
(DCFR). These serve as the main sources of reference and critique

XV
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Xvi PREFACE

throughout the commentary of the Draft Bill. Part 3 contains sections of
additional materials on the non-contractual liability of the recent codi-
fications of three important non-European states — China (2009), Brazil
(2002) and Russia (1996), with short commentaries. Their law of delict is
generally neglected in the current EU-centred legal discussion in Europe
and its accessibility is sometimes difficult. But all three private law
regimes have two things in common. On the one hand, they are modelled
on the Romano-Germanic civil law of delict, i.e. they are embedded in the
legacy of nineteenth-century civil law and are still open to further
European influence. On the other hand, in the final analysis, they are
non-European, ie. they are quintessentially Chinese, Brazilian and
Russian. That makes them unique, but also provides a ground for mutual
learning.

The subject-matter of this book is non-contractual liability stemming
from damage accountably caused to another. This slightly modified
definition is taken from the heading of Book VI of the academic Draft
Common Frame of Reference. Unlike the two European endeavours
(PETL and DCFR-VI), which intend to harmonise and modernise non-
contractual liability law by combining the civil law of delict and the
common law of torts, this reform proposal remains rooted in civil law.
It does not aim to overcome the differences between civil law and
common law by creating a ‘new’ (hybrid) body of law, for which even
an appropriate name is missing. Here, we deal with the civil law of delict
and not with law of torts. That is why recent Brazilian, Chinese and
Russian legislation is under additional consideration here. Nevertheless,
the principles and concepts developed in this book may also serve as a
source of inspiration for common law tort discourse, especially for
reconceiving the innominate tort of negligence. Finally, notwithstanding
this, the term civil liability law has been coined instead of law of delict
because ‘delict’ is historically bound to individual fault liability. Today,
fault is just one ground of accountability, alongside others, in the field of
non-contractual liability law; and its relevance is still shrinking. Multiple
forms of no-fault liability have come to the fore, next to functional
equivalents to liability law, such as social security. To this extent, this
civil law reform initiative operates under the heading of liability law.

Gert Briiggemeier, Bremen
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