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PREFACE TO THE FIFTH EDITION.

N recent years the study of English Economic History has

been prosecuted with great vigour in France, Germany,
Russia and America, as well as in this country, and there
has been no little difficulty in making an attempt to bring
the present edition completely up to date. It has, however,
been a satisfaction to me to recognise how much the know-
ledge of this branch of history has increased in clearness
and in precision since this book was planned some thirty
years ago. Many minor alterations have been introduced in
the present edition; and owing to suggestions made by
Dr L. C. A. Knowles of the London School of Economics,
the sections on the effects of the Black Death (§ 119), and on
the changes in rural England under the Tudor kings (§§ 150,
151, 152), have been entirely rewritten.

W. C.

Trivmry CorLrEGE, CAMBRIDGE,
13 August, 1910.
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The spirit of the age favoured the increase of geographical knowledge, and
the tradition of previous voyages to the West survived. The old routes
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