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PREFACE

When I had the honour, in 1921, to be appointed Ford Lecturer
at Oxford, Professor Firth, that great historian, great teacher and
generous counsellor to budding historians, explained to me that
Ford Lecturers were expected to publish the gist of their lectures
in book form; and he went through the list of past Lecturers, noting
those who had complied with this condition and those who had not.
I fear I have been slow in following his instructions; for my Stanhope
did not appear till 1932, and this little sketch of my other two
subjects, Carteret and Newcastle, makes its appearance over twenty
years after the Lectures were delivered.

That I am enabled to publish this last instalment in difficult times
such as these is due to the generosity of the sister University’s great
Press: for this and for the scholarly care with which it has been
printed and illustrated I am deeply indebted.

I am also specially grateful, as usual, to my wife for her apt
suggestions, and to my former colleague Dr D. B. Horn, of Edin-
burgh University, for his valuable criticisms of some of the chapters.

BASIL WILLIAMS
Christmas 1942
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