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P R E F A C E 

The Entente Cordiale has undoubtedly led to an increased interest, 
on bot h side s o f the Channel , i n the relations betwee n Englan d 
and Franc e an d in th e influences , literar y an d otherwise , whic h 
the one country ha s exercised upo n th e other. Ye t the history o f 
French literar y reaction s t o Englan d i s no t complete , fo r th e 
emphasis has tended hitherto to be laid on the recent past, or even 
on th e present. I t is true tha t eighteenth-centur y Anglomani a has 
been adequatel y treated , bu t earlie r period s hav e receive d les s 
attention, an d the Middle Age s have in the main bee n neglected . 
In hi s La Grande  Bretagne devant Yopinion  frangaise depuis la guerre 
de cent ans jusqua la  fin du seizieme siecle,  the late Georges Ascol i 
wrote an interesting chapter on the medieval aspect of the subject , 
but he regarded thi s as a mere preambl e t o the sixteenth century , 
with whic h he was mostly concerned . H e was not, as a matter o f 
fact, th e firs t t o approac h th e medieva l perio d i n thi s way . As 
early a s 1855 , i n a n articl e i n th e Revue  contemporaine,  E. B . 
Rathery discusse d th e historica l sid e o f th e questio n an d enu -
merated a few literary sources for our knowledge. He was followe d 
in 189 3 by Ch . V. Langlois , whos e valuabl e articl e 'Le s Anglais 
du moye n age , d'apre s le s source s francaises' 1 wa s intende d 
merely a s a prelude to a more exhaustiv e investigation . The only 
other noteworth y contribution t o the subject ha s been the late Dr 
H. J . Chaytor' s chapter , i n The  Troubadours  and England (Cam -
bridge, 1923) , o n the political allusions in Provencal poetry . Fou r 
years later , thi s wa s echoed les s effectivel y b y J. Audia u i n Les 
Troubadours et VAngleterre. 2 

So far , then , ther e ha s bee n n o comprehensiv e stud y o f the 
French an d Provencal literatur e o f the Middl e Age s wit h a  vie w 
to determinin g ho w far and in what way s i t was affected b y the 
nearness o f the Britis h Isle s and the implications o f that nearness . 

1 Revue  historique,  i n (1893) , pp . 2 9 8 - 3 1 5 . 
2 Audiau' s work ha d alread y appeare d i n a  provisional for m i n 1920 , but th e 

definitive editio n of 192 7 owed muc h t o D r Chaytor . 
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Preface 

What par t di d Britai n an d Irelan d pla y i n Frenc h literar y con -
sciousness? Whenc e di d th e Frenc h deriv e thei r information ? 
What wa s th e natur e o f thei r information ? Wha t criticism s di d 
they mak e o f Britis h character s an d behaviour ? Wha t wa s th e 
debt o f French literatur e t o the British Isles for it s subject-matter ? 
What wer e th e mean s o f transmission ? I n wha t situation s di d 
British character s appea r i n Frenc h fiction?  Wha t consideration s 
induced th e Frenc h t o choos e English , Scottish , Wels h o r Iris h 
characters, o r t o devis e a n insula r settin g fo r a  story ? Wa s th e 
French attitud e t o th e English , i n war-time , uniforml y hostile , 
and i f not , wh y not ? Thes e ar e th e question s whic h thi s stud y 
attempts t o answer . 

Although th e subjec t i s literar y rathe r tha n historica l th e tw o 
aspects obviously canno t be divorced fro m eac h other , an d i t thu s 
seemed desirabl e t o provid e a n historica l introductio n whic h 
would suppl y a  backgroun d fo r th e stud y o f relevan t texts , an d 
which coul d b e consulte d i n connexio n wit h specifi c event s 
referred t o i n thos e texts . 

This boo k i s a  shortene d versio n o f a  doctorat e thesi s writte n 
at Oxfor d betwee n 194 8 and 1 9 5 1 . I  am particularl y indebte d t o 
Professor A . Ewert , wh o first  dre w m y attentio n t o wha t ha s 
proved a  fascinatin g an d rewardin g subject , an d ha s a t al l time s 
been read y wit h encouragement , criticis m an d advice . I  ow e a 
great dea l also to Professor I . Ll. Foster, fo r guidanc e throug h th e 
intricate maze of the 'Matte r o f Britain' . 

P. R . 
E M M A N U E L C O L L E G E 

C A M B R I D G E 

1955 
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L I S T O F A B B R E V I A T I O N S 

BCS = Bulletin  of  Celtic Studies 
BGDSL = Beitrage  zur  Geschichte  der  deutschen  Sprache  una 

Literatur 
CFMA = Classique s francai s d u moye n ag e 
CR = Compte-rendu 
EHR = English  Historical  Review 
MGH = Monumenta  Germanice  Historica 
MLR = Modern  Language  Review 
MP = Modern  Philology 
PMLA = Publications  of  the  Modern  Language  Association  of 

America 
RLR = Revue  des  Ungues romanes 
SATF = Societ e de s anciens texte s francai s 
SHF = Societ e de Thistoire d e Franc e 
SHR = Scottish  Historical Review 
TRHS = Transactions  of the  Royal  Historical  Society 
ZDA = Zeitschrift  fiir deutsches  Altertum 
ZFSL = Zeitschrift  fiir franzosiche Sprache  und Literatur 
ZRP = Zeitschrift  fiir romanische  Philologie 
ZVL = Zeitschrift  fiir vergleichende  Literaturgeschicht 
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