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T H E H I S T O R I C A L B A C K G R O U N D 

B E F O R E TH E N O R M A N C O N Q U E S T 

'Before th e Norma n Conquest' , wrot e T . F . Tout, 'Englan d ha d 
no Continenta l relations , sav e thos e o f th e mos t casua l an d acci -
dental character'. 1 Eve n so , England's isolatio n wa s b y n o mean s 
complete. Th e Saxons , in establishin g thei r regiona l kingdom s i n 
England, kep t u p ol d relation s an d initiate d ne w one s wit h th e 
Germanic people s o f th e Continent . Th e daughte r o f th e Mero -
vingian king, Chariber t I , married King Ethelber t o f Kent,2 whil e 
an Englis h slave , Balthild , marrie d th e Frankis h king , Clovi s II , 
and wa s actuall y regen t o f his kingdom fo r a  time, unti l he r son , 
Clothaire III , wa s ol d enoug h t o rule . Th e findin g o f earl y 
English coin s i n Frankis h territor y i s a n indicatio n o f trad e rela -
tions o f som e kind . Bu t i t wa s undoubtedl y durin g th e reig n o f 
Charlemagne that Anglo-Frankish relations reached their culmina -
tion, and i t was an Englishman, Alcuin , who contribute d a s much 
as any on e perso n t o th e Carolingia n reviva l o f learning .3 Partly , 
no doubt , throug h Alcuin , Charle s wa s o n friendl y term s wit h 
Offa of Mercia, like himself an enlightened and powerful monarch , 
and i n thei r correspondenc e ther e ar e furthe r indication s o f trad e 
between thei r respectiv e countries . Charle s too k som e interes t i n 
English politics 4 and i s known t o have made donation s t o Englis h 
monks an d t o Englis h cathedrals .5 Although wit h th e deat h o f 
Charlemagne the organization of his empire began to break down , 
relations wit h Englan d d o no t see m t o hav e bee n seriousl y 
affected. 

1 France  and England: their Relations in the Middle Ages and  now, p . 38 . 
2 Se e W . Levison , England and  the Continent in the eighth century, p . 5 . 
3 H . Rashdall , The  Universities  of Europe in  the  Middle Ages,  1 , p. 272. 
4 Se e Abe l an d Simson , Jahrbucher des  frdnkischen Reiches, n , pp . 379-98 . Als o 

Levison, op.  cit.  p . 1 1 4 . 5  Levison , op.  cit.  pp . 1 1 2 - 1 3 . 
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The clos e connexion betwee n Englan d an d Normandy , whic h 
was t o culminat e in th e Norman Conquest , begin s with th e mar -
riage i n 100 2 o f Emm a o f Normand y an d Ethelre d o f Wessex ; 
for Edwar d th e Confessor , on e o f th e childre n o f thi s marriage , 
was brough t u p i n Normand y an d returne d t o Englan d onl y i n 
1 0 4 1 . Hi s mother , afte r th e deat h o f Ethelred, ha d marrie d Cnut , 
the ne w kin g o f England , wh o n o doub t realize d tha t thi s mar -
riage woul d ten d t o preven t th e Norman s fro m supportin g th e 
claims o f Ethelred' s son s t o succee d thei r father . Wi t h Edward' s 
accession i n 1042 , England an d Normand y wer e draw n eve n 
closer together . Edwar d wa s s o completel y normanize d tha t h e 
felt il l a t eas e amon g th e uncout h Anglo-Saxon s an d Dane s an d 
did hi s bes t t o reproduc e aroun d hi m th e condition s h e ha d 
known i n Normandy , b y fillin g hi s househol d wit h French -
speaking courtier s an d officials , an d b y introducin g Frenc h man -
ners. 1 Ethelred , hi s father , ha d alread y grante d specia l privilege s 
to Norma n merchant s fro m Rouen , an d Edward increase d these , 
going s o far a s to giv e them a  specia l por t i n London , Dunegate , 
for thei r use. * Already befor e th e Norma n Conques t w e see  th e 
beginnings of the later expansion o f French religious houses across 
the Channe l t o England . Th e abbe y o f Saint-Riquie r wa s i n th e 
reign o f Edwar d th e Confesso r grante d lands , t o th e exten t o f 
eight village s i n Norfolk , togethe r wit h thei r revenues , an d thi s 
grant was later confirmed afte r th e Conquest by William himself .3 

Ireland to o wa s no t withou t he r influenc e o n th e Continent . 
By reaso n o f her remot e situatio n sh e had remaine d largel y unaf -
fected—except t o he r advantage—b y th e disintegratio n o f th e 
Roman Empir e an d th e barbaria n inroad s int o Wester n Europe . 
Scholarship flourished  ther e i n th e fift h an d sixt h centurie s whe n 
it had almos t die d ou t elsewhere , an d fo r a  tim e Irelan d hel d th e 
monopoly o f learning. No t onl y di d sh e therefore attrac t would -
be scholar s fro m Gaul , wh o followe d th e establishe d trad e rout e 

1 W . Cunningham , Alien  Immigrants  to  England  (London , 1897) , pp . 19 -20 . 
a E . d e Freville , Memoire  sur  le  commerce  maritime de  Rouen,  1 , p. 98 . 
3 Se e articl e by H . M . Cam , EHR t x x x i (1916) , p . 444 . 
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to Cor k o r the mouth o f the Shannon, 1 bu t she also sen t scholar s 
and priest s t o th e Continent , an d mos t o f thes e passe d throug h 
Gaul, eve n if they di d not stay there . Thi s movemen t wa s begun 
by Columba n o f Bangor, who in 590 sailed for the Continent and 
founded th e monastery o f Luxeuil in Gaul, before travellin g on to 
Italy, wher e h e founde d Bobbio , equall y famous . H e wa s fol -
lowed, i n th e sevent h centur y an d later , b y a  hos t o f others . 
Jumieges, S . Bertin , Lagny , Lure , S . Riquier , Remiremon t an d 
many other s wer e founde d b y Irishmen . Wha t wit h thei r ex -
clusive knowledg e o f Greek , thei r familiarit y wit h th e classica l 
tradition—largely los t to the Franks—and thei r close contact wit h 
Rome, thes e men were abl e to bring abou t a  veritable renaissanc e 
of letter s an d learning , whic h neede d onl y th e sponsorship an d 
encouragement o f a man like Charlemagn e t o mak e Franc e th e 
new centr e of western civilization . Through hi s education, Alcui n 
already owe d muc h indirectl y to the Irish, and with the arrival, at 
Charles's court, of men like Clement and Dungal, Irish and Anglo-
Saxon united to form a powerful combination of scholars. Unfortu -
nately later generation s o f Irishmen, impelled les s by the desire to 
impart knowledg e tha n b y the wish to get away fro m th e Viking 
raiders, wh o had by th e end of th e eighth centur y extende d th e 
range of their depredations to Ireland, were by no means so devout, 
and man y o f them were in no way qualified to teach or preach. It 
was eve n foun d necessar y t o banis h som e o f them fro m France . 

The Scot s were a t first no t clearly distinguishe d fro m th e Irish, 
since the y wer e fel t t o be of the same race , th e Goidelic people s 
who ha d early settle d i n Ireland havin g invade d Scotlan d i n the 
third centur y A . D . * Lati n mentions o f the activities of 'Scotti ' on 
the Continen t mus t i n nearly ever y cas e be taken a s referring, to 
the Irish .3 Wha t littl e wa s known o f Scotlan d i n Franc e wa s no 

1 C . O'Rahilly , Ireland  and  Wales:  Historical  and  Literary  Relations  (London , 
1924) , pp . 2 2 - 7; O. G . S. Crawford, essa y in Custom  is  King (ed . Dudley Buxton) , 
pp. 1 8 5 - 6 , 192 . 2  O'Rahilly , op.  cit.  p. 34 . 

3 Indeed , A . W . Haddan , i n hi s essa y *  Scots o n th e Continent ' (i n Remains  of 
A. W.  Haddan  (ed . A . P. Forbes; Oxford an d London, 1876) ) , still uses 'Scots' i n 
this sense. 
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doubt know n throug h th e Irish o r the Anglo-Saxons. Th e othe r 
Celtic inhabitant s o f Britain , th e Britons , no w represente d b y 
their descendant s th e Welsh, d o not for thei r par t appea r t o hav e 
reached a  very high leve l of culture, eve n when christianized . I t is 
true tha t man y Britis h saint s an d proselytizers crosse d th e sea to 
France, but they are for the most par t shadow y figures  o f church 
legend whe n compare d wit h th e solidl y authenticate d Iris h 
scholars. Apart from on e large-scale migration, tha t of the Britons 
of th e south-wes t t o Armoric a i n th e fifth , sixth , an d sevent h 
centuries,1 ther e was also later a  steady flow  o f pilgrims an d holy 
men. Many of the latter came from Wales , and some of them wen t 
via Cornwall t o Brittany, like Sain t Samso n o f Dol, for example , 
and Paulu s Aurelianus , who gave his name to Saint-Pol-de-Leon . 
This was the western route. 2 To the east, pilgrims would cros s the 
Channel fro m Sandwic h o r Dove r t o Boulogne , followin g th e 
Roman line s of communication .3 

POLITICAL R E L A T I O N S , 1066-150 0 

As we have seen, Norman influenc e a t the court o f the last Anglo -
Saxon kin g wa s considerable, and the process of 'normanization ' 
had already begun on a small scale. The Conquest o f 1066 had the 
effect o f increasing immeasurabl y th e tempo o f thi s movement , 
by fillin g Englan d wit h it s victorious troop s an d their allies , and 
in thei r wak e minstrels , clerics , adventurer s an d fortune-hunter s 
of al l kinds . I t wa s a n embarrassin g momen t fo r th e Kin g o f 
France. He had given William, his vassal, permission t o undertak e 
the Conquest , bu t he had given him no active help, and after th e 
event regretted even the permission given. N ow William had won 
for himsel f an island kingdom whic h he owed largel y to his own 
initiative an d effort .4 H e wa s stil l technicall y th e vassa l o f th e 

1 Se e J. Loth , UEmigration  bretonne  en  Armorique, passim. 
% Se e Crawford , op.  cit.  pp. 192 -6 . 
3 G . HartwellJones,' Celtic Britain and the Pilgrim Movement', Y  Cymmrodor 

xxni (1912) , p . 67. 
4 I t i s tru e tha t h e owe d no t a  little t o th e officia l papa l suppor t give n t o hi s 

enterprise. 
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French king for Normandy, but as King of England (fo r William's 
illegitimacy ha d no t prevente d Edwar d th e Confesso r fro m 
naming hi m as his successor ) h e fel t tha t h e owe d allegianc e t o 
none, an d it became increasingl y unsatisfactory , fo r a  man in his 
position an d for hi s successors, t o hav e t o continu e t o pay eve n 
formal homag e fo r Normandy . Th e attitude o f the French kin g 
was understandable : th e King o f England wa s still , s o far a s he 
was concerned , Duk e o f Normandy an d as such his vassal. Thu s 
he expected homage, and viewed with growing alarm the increase 
of hi s alread y powerfu l vassal' s resource s i n Englan d wher e h e 
could hav e n o contro l ove r him . To th e French king' s relief , a t 
the deat h o f Willia m I , Englan d an d Normand y seeme d t o b e 
drifting apar t again, for the Conqueror had bequeathed the one to 
William Rufu s an d th e othe r t o Robert , an d ther e wa s littl e 
danger o f a  powerfu l amalgamatio n whil e thos e tw o wer e stil l 
alive. The powers wer e neatl y balanced . O n th e death o f Rufus , 
however, th e situation too k a  tur n fo r th e worse . Althoug h th e 
claim o f Henry t o the English thron e was weaker tha n tha t o f his 
elder brother, 1 h e nevertheless seized it while the latter was absent 
in the Holy Land , an d Robert, whe n h e returned, ha d to conten t 
himself with Normandy, whic h he already possessed. His attempts 
to regai n wha t h e wit h som e justificatio n regarde d a s hi s los t 
kingdom wer e unsuccessful . H e was defeated an d taken prisone r 
by hi s brother a t Tinchebray i n 1 1 0 6 , an d ended hi s days in cap -
tivity i n England . Normand y an d Englan d wer e onc e agai n 
controlled b y a single ruler. 2 

The French king's uneasiness increased when Mathilda, daughte r 
of Henr y I  an d heires s t o Englan d an d Normandy , marrie d 
Geoffrey o f Anjou i n 1 1 2 7 : th e issue o f this marriag e wa s to be 
feared, fo r it would hav e behin d i t the combined weigh t o f Eng -
land, Anjou , an d Normandy. I n 1 1 3 7 the balance was for a while 
restored b y the marriage o f Louis, hei r t o the Capetian dynasty , 

1 G . O. Sayles , The  Medieval  Foundations  of England, p . 294. 
* H . W. C . Davis, England  under  the Normans and  Angevins, 1066-1272  (nt h ed.) , 

p. 129. 
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and Eleano r o f Aquitaine, bu t the hopes arouse d b y thi s matc h 
were shattere d fifteen  year s late r whe n Eleano r an d Loui s wer e 
divorced. Thi s in itself was seriou s enough , bu t when, tw o years 
after th e divorce, Eleano r marrie d th e young Henry , hei r t o the 
English throne , th e situatio n wa s nothing les s tha n disastrous . 
Henry, a s heir , alread y represente d England , Anjo u an d Nor -
mandy. His bride brought him the whole of Aquitaine and Poito u 
which were thus lost to the French king . 

For th e next generation , th e French kin g coul d d o little mor e 
than sti r u p what troubl e h e could betwee n Henr y I I (wh o had 
become king shortly after hi s marriage with Eleanor) an d his sons. 
Thus Louis VII urged Prince Henry to rebel against his father, and 
his successo r Philipp e August e encourage d Princ e Richar d t o do 
likewise, a t th e sam e tim e secretl y instigatin g feuda l rising s i n 
Poitou. In Normandy, th e bishops were loyal to the Plantagenets, 
but to o man y o f the barons wer e incline d t o serv e th e highes t 
bidder. 1 Som e o f the m ha d alread y revolte d agains t Henr y i n 
1 1 7 3 , onl y t o be crushed by that monarch . Richar d an d Philippe 
Auguste, who had been in league with each other against Henry II, 
soon fel l ou t after hi s death, an d Richard o n returning fro m cap -
tivity i n German y foun d tha t hi s Frenc h possession s ha d bee n 
overrun. He was in the process o f winning thes e back by force of 
arms when he was struck dow n by a bolt fro m a  cross-bow at the 
siege o f Chalus i n Limousin i n 1 1 9 9 , an d died afte r nominatin g 
John a s his successor. O n the other hand , Arthu r o f Brittany was 
considered, i n France, to have a  better claim , becaus e he was the 
son o f John's elde r brother , Geoffre y Plantagenet . Alread y i n 
April 1202 , Philippe Auguste had formally declare d John's Frenc h 
possessions to be confiscated t o the French crown becaus e John by 
repeatedly failin g t o answe r hi s suzerain' s summon s t o appea r 
before hi m had violated th e feudal contract . Whe n i n 120 3 Joh n 
either himself murdered his nephew Arthur, or had him murdered , 
this crim e wa s an additiona l reaso n wh y the Norma n barons , 

1 Ch . Petit-Dutaillis, La  Monarchic  feodale en  France et  en  Angleterre, Xe-XHIe 
siecle (Paris, 1933) , pp . 190-2 . 
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already perturbed b y John's complet e disregar d fo r feuda l obliga -
tions, shoul d tur n asid e fro m him , an d no t on e o f the m offere d 
any resistance when Normandy , i n 1204 , was occupied b y Frenc h 
troops an d annexed . 

England ha d no w los t he r forme r opportunitie s o f a  clos e 
alliance with Normandy : i f she ever occupied tha t province agai n 
it woul d hav e t o b e b y forc e o f arms . Sh e woul d no t b e abl e t o 
count o n th e suppor t o f th e Norman s i n spit e o f the relationshi p 
of race— a relationshi p whic h wa s alread y breakin g dow n a t th e 
time o f th e los s o f Normand y an d whic h wa s t o fad e awa y an d 
disappear altogether now that the Normans of England were to be 
isolated fro m thei r forme r kinsme n o n th e Continent . Thi s doe s 
not mean , however , tha t Englan d eve r reverte d t o anythin g 
resembling th e comparativ e isolatio n whic h ha d obtaine d befor e 
1066. Th e Norman s ha d mad e Englan d a  majo r powe r i n Euro -
pean politics; they had bound he r t o France by a  common cultur e 
and a  commo n administration . Moreover , th e appetit e o f th e 
English king s ha d bee n whette d fo r Continenta l territories , an d 
they did not feel that the confiscation o f their legitimate possessions 
by Philipp e August e wa s mor e tha n a  temporary set-back . Thei r 
claim to them was as strong a s ever, and was reasserted from tim e 
to time , a s we shal l see. 

The los s o f Normand y wa s followe d shortl y afterward s b y 
that o f Touraine, Anjou and the province of Poitou which forme d 
the norther n par t o f Aquitaine . Revers e followe d upo n reverse . 
In 1 2 1 3 Joh n wa s excommunicate d b y Pop e Innocen t II I fo r hi s 
misdeeds against the Church, and Philippe Auguste was authorize d 
to invad e Englan d an d depos e him . John repente d i n time , an d 
managed to get his excommunication revoked by throwing himself 
upon th e mercy o f the Church . Th e Churc h no w protecte d him , 
so tha t i t wa s n o longe r possibl e fo r th e Frenc h kin g t o invad e 
England without flying  in the face of Rome. John's next move wa s 
to secur e a n allianc e wit h th e count s o f Boulogn e an d Flanders , 
and wit h th e Empero r Ott o o f Germany . H e the n invade d 
France while th e emperor' s army move d i n fro m th e north-east . 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-67070-9 - Britain in Medieval French Literature 1100–1500
P. Rickard
Excerpt
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107670709
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Britain in  Medieval  French  Literature 

But h e was easil y outmanoeuvre d an d route d a t L a Roche-au -
Moine nea r Angers , whil e the Germans wer e decisivel y beate n at 
Bouvines ( 1 2 1 4 ) . Thi s campaig n lef t John wit h onl y La Rochelle 
and Aquitaine . Anothe r crisis  aros e i n 1 2 1 6 whe n Joh n trie d t o 
repudiate the Magna Carta . Hi s incensed barons , considering tha t 
they now owed no allegiance to John, invited Prince Louis, son of 
Philippe Auguste , t o com e t o Englan d an d accept th e crown, i n 
spite of the papal interdict. The king and an army of his supporter s 
held ou t against Loui s an d the barons; and , when John suddenl y 
died, even those barons who had supported Loui s now transferre d 
their allegianc e t o th e hei r t o th e throne—th e nine-year-ol d 
Henry, who became Henry III . The fact is an interesting commen t 
on th e growt h o f nationalism i n England : th e barons ha d bee n 
willing enoug h t o accep t Loui s a s a substitut e fo r a n intolerabl e 
king, but when an English heir was available they did not hesitate, 
and they got rid of Louis by compensating him for the trouble and 
expense o f his enterprise. 1 

Poitou, Aquitain e an d Gascony , ofte n collectivel y calle d 
Aquitaine o r Guyenne , ha d passed by marriage int o th e hands o f 
Henry II . Poitou ha d been annexed , i n John's time , b y Philipp e 
Auguste's son . The tenure o f Aquitain e an d the questio n o f the 
suzerainty o f th e Frenc h kin g offere d specia l difficulties. 2 Th e 
inhabitants di d not conside r tha t the y belonge d t o th e kingdo m 
of France, from whic h they were separated by race, language, and 
outlook. Thi s mad e the task of the English king somewha t easier . 
Henry I I handed ove r the province in his lifetime t o Richard, and 
made him its duke. Afte r Richard , John hel d it , though he lost all 
else, an d successfull y defende d Gascon y i n 120 6 against Alfons o 
VIII of Castile .3 For one thing, eve n John coul d retai n the allegi-
ance o f the Gascon s b y appealin g t o thei r commercia l interests ; 
and th e wine trad e wit h Englan d wa s too important a  source o f 
revenue to be neglected. The merchants of Bayonne and Bordeaux 

1 I.e . a t the Treat y o f Lambeth , 1 2 1 7 . 
•* Se e K. Norgate, England under the Angevin Kings  (London , 1887) , 1 , p. 442. 
3 F . B. Marsh , English  Rule  in  Gascony,  pp . 5-9 . Alfons o claime d tha t thi s fie f 

had been promised hi m a s a dowry by Henry II. 
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could not hope to sell their wine to France or to Spain under suc h 
favourable conditions , fo r i n thos e tw o countrie s the y woul d 
encounter serious opposition and competition; an d public opinio n 
in Bayonne and Bordeaux wa s sufficientl y stron g t o carry wit h it 
the rest of the province. Henry III realized how important Gascon y 
was, no t only commerciall y bu t also strategically , a s a bas e for 
operations agains t Franc e an d a source o f recruits an d funds. H e 
therefore continue d John' s polic y o f grantin g privilege s t o the 
Gascon town s an d did his best t o keep th e representatives o f the 
commercial interests of the province in a powerful position . Fro m 
Gascony he made the second o f his ill-advised attempts 1 to regain 
his Continenta l fief s i n 1242 , actin g i n concert wit h a  faction o f 
rebellious barons , but Louis IX defeated Englis h and barons alik e 
at Taillebourg and Saintes . A five-year truc e ensued, during whic h 
the Gascon nobles became increasingly unruly , for Henry had los t 
considerable prestig e throug h hi s humiliating defeats . I t wa s at 
this time tha t Henry sen t Simo n de Montfort, so n of the leader of 
the Albigensia n Crusade , t o Gascon y a s seneschal , wit h extra -
ordinary power s fo r seven years , bu t Simon resigne d th e task as 
hopeless afte r onl y five  o f them. 

At th e Treaty o f Paris in 1259 , Henr y formall y renounce d his 
claim t o al l the lands whic h h e and his predecessors ha d lost in 
France. Thi s amounte d t o an undertaking no t to attemp t t o re-
cover them . I n thi s manne r h e wrot e of f Normandy , Anjou , 
Maine, Touraine , Poito u an d a  par t o f Saintonge , an d was 
allowed t o keep—on conditio n o f homage—only a  part o f Aqui-
taine, including Gascony , of which h e was stil l duke . This treat y 
marks a n importan t turning-poin t i n Anglo-Frenc h relations , 
because hitherto Henry III had claimed large tracts of French terri -
tory a s his by right , considerin g himsel f an d hi s predecessors t o 
have bee n unjustl y dispossesse d of them by Philippe August e and 
Louis VIII . N ow he formally renounce d al l claim to them . Loui s 
IX, fo r his part, ha d good reaso n t o be conten t wit h th e treat y 

1 I n 1230 , during the minorit y o f Louis IX, he had already tried unsuccessfull y 
to recove r Poitou wit h th e help o f a  Breton alliance . 
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and coul d affor d t o be generous , fo r he thu s resume d n o smal l 
measure o f contro l ove r Guyenne , a  provinc e whic h ha d bee n 
without any official connexio n wit h the French crown fo r the last 
fifty years. 1 

In othe r respect s the treaty was not so satisfactory, becaus e the 
obligations impose d b y i t wer e distastefu l t o th e English king' s 
desire fo r a  sovereignty fre e fro m feuda l tie s tha t mad e hi m the 
vassal of another king ; an d also becaus e man y o f its clause s wer e 
so vagu e o r so conditional tha t borde r dispute s an d questions o f 
interpretation wer e boun d t o arise . In fact th e treaty wa s largely 
provisional, much of it depending on the findings o f further inves -
tigation. In reality the situation was in its broad outlines analogou s 
to, and as unsatisfactory as , that obtaining a t the time o f the Nor -
man Conquest . Jus t a s William ha d been Kin g o f England an d 
Duke o f Normandy, s o Henry II I found himsel f King o f Englan d 
and Duk e o f Aquitaine—and wit h irritatin g memorie s o f the far 
greater powe r o f his grandfather Henr y II. 

Although fro m th e commercial poin t o f view th e south-wes t 
corner o f France was worth keeping , i t was a source of consider-
able troubl e t o the English crown , becaus e it , and the ambition s 
of its barons, lay too far away fro m th e central authority—that is, 
the king , normall y residen t i n England—to b e easily controlled, 2 

particularly a s the French king s wer e eve r read y t o seize any ad-
vantage the y saw , and to sti r u p troubl e o r mak e difficultie s fo r 
the Englis h administration . Nevertheless , a n era of comparativ e 
tranquillity an d prosperit y se t i n wit h th e reig n o f Edwar d I , 
during whic h th e terms o f the Treaty o f Paris were , a t least unti l 
1 2 9 1 , largely fulfilled, an d relations between England and Gascon y 
were particularl y close , wit h Gascon s settlin g dow n i n England , 
and Englishmen makin g thei r homes in Gascony. The French, for 
their part, fel t mor e and more strongly, as they awoke to a feeling 
of national solidarity , tha t Gascony , a s an integral par t o f France, 
should b e merge d wit h tha t kingdom . Aroun d 1 2 9 1 difficultie s 

1 Se e M. Gavrilovitch, Etude sur le traiti de Paris, pp . 1 1 2 - 1 3 , 1 1 6 - 1 7 . 
2 C . Bemont, Simon  de  Montfort (Paris , 1884) , p . 20. 
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