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PREFACE

N submitting herewith some conclusions regarding the Praxiteles

marble group in Olympia, I wish at the same time to express the
hope that I shall soon be able to publish some further results of my
studies of Praxiteles’ captivating art, and to testify my indebtedness to
the many persons whose assistance and interest have made possible the
production of this book.

First and foremost, let me therefore tender my hearty thanks to Pro-
fessor Axel W. Persson for his most valuable advice, his kind interest
in my work, and his never-failing encouragement. I am also sincerely
grateful to Professor Gregor Paulsson, and to Docent Ernst Kjellberg and
Docent Ake Akerstrom for their active participation in my investigations
in the Olympia Museum and in other ways; my warmest gratitude is
also due to Professor Ewert Wrangel in Lund, my first teacher in the
History of Art, and to Professor Axel Boéthius, who in Rome introduced
me to the fascinating study of classical sculpture.

Amongst the foreign scientists to whom I also owc a great debt of
gratitude, I would first like to thank by name two, Carl Bliimel, who
during my visits to Berlin has gencrously supplied me with much valuable
information on classical techniques and styles in sculpture, and Charles
T. Seltman, who has been kind enough to devote some of his already
much-occupied time to the reading of my English MSS., and whose
interest in my rescarches has always been most stimulating.
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During my visits abroad I have on all occasions met with unfailing
courtesy both from students and from museum officials, amongst whom
I wish to mention with special gratitude the State Antiquary at Athens,
Professor Oikonomos, who, in many ways, assisted my investigations there
and in Olympia, and who already then betrayed much interest in what
I had to say on the "Hermes” problem. I must also beg to include in
my gratitude the Head of the Athens National Museum, Alexander
Philadelpheus, the Assistant in the same Museum Mme. Papaspiridi-
Karousos, and Dr. Karl Schefold, who, in his capacity of Secretary to the
German Archaeological Institute at Athens, did much to facilitate my
studies in the library of that Institution. I will also take this opportunity
of thanking Dr. Pietrogrande of the Museo delle Terme in Rome, M.
Charbonneaux of the Louvre, and Mr. Roger Hinks of the British Mu-
seum, whom I have been forced to trouble on various occasions and in
many ways. My chief, the Director of the National Museum at Stock-
holm, Dr. Axel Gauffin, has earned no less than my most sincere and
whole-hearted gratitude by his deep understanding of and thoughtful
consideration for my difficulties, in granting the necessary leave, without
which my studies could never have reached fruition.

To the Lingman Cultural Fund, which has subsidized my journeys
to Greece and to other countries, I beg to tender my very respectful
thanks.

I also wish to convey my thanks to the translator, Colonel Axel
Poignant, whose personal interest has extended far beyond the merely
linguistic aspects.

May 1, finally, express my gratitude to my parents, who from the
earliest time have followed my studies with unabated interest, and who
have now financially assisted me in the printing of this book; and to
my wife, whose lucid judgment and reliable artistic appreciation always
have been — and are — of invaluable assistance to me.
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