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LITHUANIA ASCENDING

From 1250 to 1795 Lithuania covered a vast area of eastern and central Europe.
Until 1387 the country was pagan. How this huge state came to expand, defend
itself against western European crusaders and play a conspicuous part in European
life are the main subjects of this book.

The emergence of pagan Lithuania is presented against the background of the
political and religious crises of fourteenth-century Byzantine and Catholic
Christendom. An attempt is made to show how the Lithuanians manipulated
their position on the commercial, denominational and colonial frontier to
maintain an expanding dominion in the face of Polish, Teutonic and Rus’ian
opposition. It questions the mirage of the ‘age of faith’ as the ‘age of totalitarian
Christian Europe’.

The book has relevance to the expansion of the Church and Empire between
the ninth and eleventh centuries. The rise of the new ruling elites in the
fourtcenth century, familiar to French and English historians, has its counterpart
in Bohemia, Poland, Rus’, and in Lithuania, although centralising forces were
very weak, thus contributing to the strength of the later Polish-Lithuanian
Republic of the Two Nations. Sources are used from across Europe, from Ireland
and Spain to the Caucasus. The use of ‘literary’, ‘mythological’ chronicles 1s
analysed. Reliance on non-written sources has also proved necessary. The lack of
extensive Lithuanian documentation requires a focus on all sides of international
affairs: a desideratum which is usually missing from western studies.
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PREFACE

On 6 September 1991 the Bolshevik regime in Moscow formally
renounced the Molotov—Ribbentrop Pact and all pretensions to
the Baltic states which it had seized in 1940. That same day in
Vilnius the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences held an international
symposium to commemorate the six hundred and fiftieth anni-
versary of the death of the founder of Lithuania’s medieval power,
Grand Duke Gediminas (1315/16—1341/42). Lithuania has a long
and distinguished history. In 1386 Grand Duke Jogaila, Gediminas’
grandson, married Queen Jadwiga of Poland to become king of a
Lithuano-Polish state which stretched from Silesia to Smolensk,
from the Baltic to the Black Sea. Lithuania disappeared from the
map of Europe as a sovereign state when the last part of the
Polish—-Lithuanian Commonwealth of the Two Nations was
annexed by Russia in 1795. It emerged from the Russian Empire,
as did Poland, in 1918.1

This study aims to show how Lithuania first came to inter-
national prominence. From his citadel in Vilnius, Gediminas
governed a state which controlled not only ethnic Lithuania, but
also, in the western principalities of Orthodox Rus’, more Rus’ian
territory than that held by the grand duke of Moscow. The Grand
Duchy of Lithuania straddled the major trade routes between the
Baltic and the rivers Dvina and Dnepr, between Rus’, Poland and
the Teutonic Order. Its territory comprised vast Christian lands
subject to the Church of Constantinople; its realm promised room
for further expansion by the Church of Rome. It chose to remain
pagan.

There is no detailed account of pagan Lithuania in a Western
European language. The present work seeks to remedy this lacuna

! For general histories of Lithuania and cast-central Europe which are relatively light
in their bias see O. Halecki, The borderlands of western civilisation. A history of East
Central Europe (New York, 19s52) and J. Ochmatiski, Historia Litwy, 2nd edn
(Wroclaw—Warsaw etc., 1982).
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Preface

in scholarship and add to the achievements of Henryk Paszkiewicz,
Zenonas Ivinskis and Vladimir Terentevich Pashuto whose
histories of Lithuania (in Polish, Lithuanian and Russian) show
some signs of wear and are, in any case, unavailable to an English
readership.? This monograph gives full treatment to Gediminas,
the most prominent of the secondary figures in John Fennell’s
excellent study of the rise of Moscow.? It aims to recount events
from all sides and especially from Vilnius rather than from
Warsaw, Moscow or Konigsberg, by dealing with the Grand
Duchy in its own right not merely as an aspect of Teutonic, Polish
or Russian territorial expansion. In the process an attempt will be
made to counter those pernicious western approaches to eastern
and central European history which marginalise, from ignorance,
Slavonic and Baltic contributions to European culture. For too
long medieval Lithuanian history has been treated as a tabula rasa
awaiting the inscription of the glories of its neighbours as the
powers which ‘civilised’ the Grand Duchy.

We shall examine Lithuania’s rise to prominence under
Gediminas with reference to the achievements of his predecessor
and brother Vytenis (1295—1315) and his chosen heir Jaunutis
(1342—45). Our major concerns will be the Grand Duchy’s
exploitation of its neighbours’ military and political weaknesses,
its manipulation of the confessional frontier between Baltic
Catholic Christendom and Orthodox Rus’, and its diplomatic skill
in dealing with foreign princes who were as ready to connive with
pagan Lithuanians (and seek pagan princesses in marriage) as they
were to maintain a crusade against them. Such a study questions
presuppositions of the place of a pagan polity within Christendom
and the ‘necessity” of conversion as a condition of participating
actively in the affairs of the international community in the later
Middle Ages.

This approach requires us to examine the tensions in European
history in the fourteenth century. The sparsity of native sources
available to the student of Lithuania encourages this recourse to the
wider context, the European wheel of which Lithuania forms a
hub and diverse regional ambitions the spokes: the conflicts

* H, Paszkiewicz, Jagiellonowie a Moskwa I: Litwa a Moskwa w XIII i XIV wieku
(Warsaw, 1933); Z. Ivinskis, Lietuvos Istorija iki Vytauto DidZiojo mirties (Rome, 1978;
Vilnius, 1991, 2nd edn); V. T. Pashuto, Obrazovanie Litovskogo Gosudarstva (Moscow,

1959).
3 J. L. L Fennell, The emergence of Moscow 1304—1359 (London, 1968).
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between Rus’ians and Germans and Tatars; Moscow and her rivals
for power in Rus’; Poland and Rus’, the Holy Roman Empire, the
Teutonic Ordensstaat and the Baltic pagans; the Papacy and the
Empire; Byzantium and her Commonwealth and the Papacy.
Hence a survey of Lithuania’s immediate neighbours is given in
the first chapter. The confines imposed on students of medieval
Lithuania by the exiguity of many sources are discussed before a
general introduction to the pagan realm is provided in chapter 3.
Studies of Lithuanian expansion in Rus’, the pagan cult, the
Orthodox hierarchy and the Catholic Mission of 1323—24 ensue
before chapters devoted to military diplomacy, the last years of
Gediminas’ reign, and the dynastic and military problems which
bedevilled the reign of Grand Duke Jaunutis.

In this account the terms Lettovia and Lettovian have been
adapted from medieval Latin usage (for Lithuania) to provide a
general term for the Grand Duchy of Lithuania as a whole. They
are used sparingly for clarity and stylistic ease. Lithuania proper
(roughly the equivalent of the modern Republic) controlled vast
territories whose inhabitants were Slavs. Since the revival of
Lithuanian national sentiment in the nineteenth century, ‘Lithu-
anian’ has come to refer almost exclusively in an ethnic sense to
speakers of that Baltic language, rather than being used as a
political term for those subject to Lithuanian rule. Given the
sensibilities of the descendants of these peoples (the modern
Belorussians and Ukrainians) to that term, we have decided to
invent a shorthand term to distinguish actions involving the Grand
Duchy which are primarily Slavonic rather than Baltic. The days
when a poet born in Belorussian Novgorodok and writing
entirely in Polish would refer to himself as a Lithuanian have faded
like good health and we appreciate how good they were only now
that we have lost them.

Non-specialist readers may be confounded momentarily by the
use of the name Rus’ to refer to the land inhabited by the eastern
Slavs. This is a harmless scholarly convention which denotes an
area of common political, religious and literary culture before the
rise of the Great Russians (that is the Muscovites) over their
brother Rus’ians of Ukraine and Belorussia.

On occasion reference to medieval Rus’ian customs of chron-
ology cannot be avoided. The reader may find it helpful to note
that Rus’ian and other Orthodox chroniclers date events from the
creation of the world (annus mundi) in 5508 BC. The year was held

Xili
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to begin on 1 March, a day which falls usually after our 1 January
but sometimes before it. Thus AM 6808 is the equivalent of 1 March
1299/29 February 1300 or 1 March 1300/28 February 1301. The
translation to our system depends largely on a comparison of the
record with events occurring outside Rus’.

Foreign names are given for the most part in their native forms,
except where they are well known (such as popes, writers or rulers)
in English. Given the international nature of previous studies of
Lithuanian history, the names of rulers of the Grand Duchy are
known under a confusing variety of forms. Thus Gediminas
appears as Gedimin (Russian and German), Giedymin (Polish) and
Gedeminne (Latin); his son Algirdas (Olgerd, Olgierd) likewise
has a number of disguises. Lithuanian names are given according
to established Lithuanian custom. Non-Lithuanian variants of the
names of major figures may be found in brackets in the index.
Orthodox Christian names have not been Lithuanised. Cyrillic
texts are transcribed, where common sense does not rebel,
accordmg to the system used by the Library of Congress (the
ligatures 1a and iu are disregarded). The use of patronymics for
Lithuanian and Russian characters helps concise reference. Thus
the forms -aitis/-aité (son/daughter of; plural -aiiai/-aités) and
-ovich/-ovna (plural -ovichi/-ovny) appear regularly throughout
the text. Hence we meet (in Lithuanian) Aigusta Gediminaité, the
wife of Semén Ivanovich (in Russian).

The author readily acknowledges the assistance of many
individuals and institutions in Great Britain, Lithuania, Poland,
Latvia, Estonia, Russia, Germany, the United States of America,
Canada and Rome which have lightened his burden: Mr and Mrs
C. Rowell, the Grabowski Fund, the University of Warsaw and
the British Academy, Magdalene and Clare College, Cambridge.
Valuable assistance has been rendered by the directors and staff of :
Archivio Segreto Vaticano; Geheimes Staatsarchiv, Preussischer
Kulturbesitz, (Konigsberg Archive), Berlin; the libraries of the
Universities of Warsaw and Krakdw; the Polish Academy of
Sciences and the Czartoryski Library (Krakéw); the City Archives
of Riga and Tallinn; the Central Library of the Lithuanian
Academy of Sciences (Vilnius) and the City Museum of Pskov.
The unnodding supervision of Dr J. E. B. Shepard, the advice
of Mr M. Giedroy¢ and consistent encouragement from Dr R. J.
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Mazeika, heated discussion with Dr A. NikZentaitis and the
support of the Revd Professor P. Rabikauskas have rendered a
complex task pleasant.

Clare College, Cambridge
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, 1993
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(St Petersburg, 1868)

Sof. Sofiiskaia Pervaia Letopis’, PSRL, V

(St Petersburg, 1851)

X1X
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List of abbreviations
SRP Scriptores Rerum Prussicarum, ed. T. Hirsch,
M. Toppen and E. Strehlke, s vols. (Leipzig,
1861—74; 2nd edn, Frankfurt-am-Main, 1965,
vol. VI added)
TrRHS Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 6
series (London, 1873-)
TL Troitskaia Letopis’: rekonstruktsia teksta, ed.
M. D. Priselkov (Moscow, 1950)
TODRL Trudy Otdela Drevnerusskoi Literatury (Moscow,
1934-)
VMPL Vetera Monumenta Poloniae et Lithuaniae
gentiumaue finitimarum historiam illustrantia, ed.
A. Theiner, I (Rome, 1860)
Wig. Wigand of Marburg, Cronica nova Prutenica,
SRP, 11, 429-662
ZH Zapiski Historyczne (Torud, 1908-)
Zfo Zeitschrift fiir Ostforschung: Liander und Vilker im
ostlichen Mitteleuropa (Marburg/Lahn, 1952-)
ZhMNP Zhurnal Ministerstva Narodnogo Prosveshchenia,

362+ 72 vols. (St Petersburg, 1834—1917)
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FOREIGN TERMS

Basqaq — Tatar official, tax collector

Bajor-as/-ai; boiar — nobleman/-men

Druzhina — princely retinue

Grivna — silver ingot

Iarlyk — charter, patent to throne or diocese issued by the Tatar
khan

Kunigaikstis — Lithuanian prince, analogous with Russian kniaz’
Kunigas — Lithuanian priest, originally also a political leader
Namestnik — governor, lieutenant (representing a prince or bishop)
Posadnik — mayor (Novgorod, Pskov)

Prigorod — defensive outpost of city; town dependent on a larger
town

Reise — military campaign led by Teutonic Knights usually with
the assistance of Catholic princes and knights from western Europe
Svod — chronicle compilation

Trysiatskii — militia commander, police chief

Veche — popular assembly of a largely oligarchic nature

PRONUNCIATION CHART FOR CENTRAL EUROPEAN
LANGUAGES

Most letters can be pronounced more or less in the English fashion.
Some combinations of consonants however may cause the reader
to stumble. The strangest are listed below:

a (Polish) = French on ¢ = ¢h (as in care)
ai = eye € =yo
aun= ow l=w
cC=ts f =rsh
czf¢ = ch rz/2/2/%i = zh
¢ (Polish) = French un sz/§ = sh
xx1
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Genealogical table 1. Central European monarchies

Béia Il
{1172-896)

1
r T T 1
Ottakar| = Konstancia Imre Margit Andras i
{1197-1230) {d. 1240) (1205-35)

Theodore | Laskaris 1
of Byzantium (1204-22}
|

Vaclav | Lészio I BélalV = Maria
(1230-53) (1205} (123870 | 20 02—t mmm e —— =
= Kunegund of Staufen Andras lil
(d. 1248} {1290-1301)

f f I

Anna = ROSTISLAV OF IstvanV Kunegunds = BOLEStAW OF  Elizabeth =

CHERNIGOV  {1270-72) MALOPOLSKA Henry of
Bavaria
Otto It
{1305-08)
f T 1
Ottakar Il = 2. Kunegunda Ldszlo IV Anna = Andronicus Il Maria =
{1263-78)  {d. 1285} {1272-90} Charies of
l l Anjou
] | i
Anelka {d. 1278) = Kunegunda = Vaclav Il = 1, Gutta Habsburg (d. 1297)
Rudolf if BOLESLAW il OF (1283-1305) | 2. RYSKA OF POLAND (d. 1335}
Habsburg (d. 1290) MAZOVIA
Vaclav 1l Elizabeth = {1310} Charles Robert
{1305-06) John of Luxemburg (1308-42)
{d. 1348}
Palaeologan Angevin Kings
Emperors of of Hungary
Byzantium
Bohemia (Pfemysfids) Hungary (Arpédok)

Dates given are regnal; those after ‘=’ refer to date of marriage.
d. 1300 ~ died in 1300

d.a. 1300 — died before 1300

d.p. 1300 — died after 1300

Q - daughter, female

Q Boris — daughter of Boris

4 son
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CASIMIR THE JUST = ELENA ROSTISLAVA
{1177-94} l OF KIEV
LESZEK BIALY AGAFIA OF VOLYN’ = KONRAD OF MAZOVIA
{1202-27) {1241-43)
__________ j
DANIIL OF GALICH-VOLYN’
""""""" -1 V“.I——'? [ 1
Konstancia=LEV 1 PEREIASLAVA = SIEMOWIT OF MAZOVIA  CASIMIR OF KUJAWY
{1241-43)
Traidenis of
Lithuania
f i
YURY'1 Gaudemanté = BOLESLAW i LESZEK WLADYSLAW SIEMOWIT OF
{1300-08) {1294-1313) CZARNY  LOKIETEK DOBRZYN
(1279-88} (1306/20-33)
= 2. Kunegunda
Gediminas
|
] f 1 ] { ]
ANDRE!I LEV MARIA = TROJDEN SIEMOWITII WACLAW = Elibieta | Anna = CASIMIR il

{d. 1322} (d. 1322}

BOLESLAW YURY Il =
{1324-40)

Eufemia

{See genealogical tables 2 and 3]

GALICH-VOLYN’ (DANILOVICHI

{1333-70)

POLAND (PIASTS)
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Genealogical table 2. The Gediminids

? Skumantas/Skolomend
1

-
Pukuveras
(d. 1295}
|
f i
Vytenis GEDIMINAS
{d. 1315) 1315/6-1341/2 =
Q Lith.
Swalegote
{fl. 1309)
[ T ! T
Manvydas of Kernave Algirdas g.d. Kestutis of Trakai Karijotas-Mikhail of
and Slonim (d. 1342?) 1345-1377 {c. 1337-82) = Birute Novgorodok (d.p.

Narimantas-Gleb of
Pototsk and Pinsk
{d. 1348} =Q

Jaunutis-lvan g.d.
1342-45; of Zaslavl’
{1346-66) = Q@

1358) = @

See genealogical
table 2a

f ! ]

Semén Aleksandr Nikolai of
{d.p. 1386) {d.p. 1386) Pinsk

Patrikii
(d. 1383/7) =
Elena of
Starodub

Yury of Bel'z
{d. 1392)

Mikhail of
Zaslavl’
{d. 1399)

See genealogical
table 2b

T

Semén
{fl. 1386)

[ I l

Yury Aleksandr  Konstantin
{d. 1374)  (d. 1380} (d. 1390)

Fédor
{d.p. 1416}

Dates given are regnal; those after ‘=' refer to date ot marriage.

d. 1300 — died in 1300

d.a. 1300 - died before 1300
d.p. 1300 — died afier 1300
¢ ~ daughter, female

Q Boris - daughter of Boris
g son
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