Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-65347-4 - The Roman Republic: Volume One
W. E. Heitland

Frontmatter

More information

THE
ROMAN REPUBLIC

IN THREE VOLUMES
VOLUME ONE

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107653474
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-65347-4 - The Roman Republic: Volume One
W. E. Heitland

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107653474
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-65347-4 - The Roman Republic: Volume One
W. E. Heitland

Frontmatter

More information

THE

ROMAN REPUBLIC

BY

W. E. HEITLAND, M.A.

FELLOW OF ST JOHN’S COLLEGE

VOLUME ONE

CAMBRIDGE
AT THE UNIVERSITY PRESS

1909

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107653474
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-65347-4 - The Roman Republic: Volume One
W. E. Heitland

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 88s, United Kingdom
Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107653474

© Cambridge University Press 1909

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 1909
First paperback edition 2014

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library
ISBN 978-1-107-65347-4 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate
or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107653474
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-65347-4 - The Roman Republic: Volume One
W. E. Heitland

Frontmatter

More information

PREFACE

S there room for another political study of the Roman Republic?
To find defects in well-known works on the subject is easy:

to provide a fairer version of the story is, from the nature of the
evidence, supremely difficult. No wonder that writers nowadays
concern themselves chiefly with the Empire or the Decline of the
Republic. Yet the political interest of Roman history becomes
faint, once the Roman world has passed under the control of a
single master and his subordinates, and the tale of the Decline,
taken by itself, is but a lame story. The great period of Roman
imperial growth, say from the conquest of Italy to the battle of
Pydna, is not only a striking phenomenon in itself. In it the
decay of the republican system is already visible, and without it
the sequel loses most of its meaning. Therefore I have tried to
trace the whole course of the Republic, from the dim legendary
days of the Kingdom and the early Free Commonwealth down to
the foundation of the Empire; from the single imperium, through
the republican magistracies and the supremacy of the Senate, down
to that concentrated extract of official powers known as the Prin-
cipate. A large part of this range may fairly be called a historical
period, but the alternations of light and darkness make it very
difficult to keep any reasonable proportion in the narrative. Of
Rome’s two most desperate struggles, the second Punic war was so
full of recorded incidents, that no omission of doubtful matter, no
economy of description, avails to reduce the story within moderate
limits, if it is to be told at all. With battle tactics as such I have
little to do; indeed the state of the evidence is usually such as to
forbid it. Strategy in the large is another matter. It often raises
questions not purely military, and reveals the state-psychology of
rival powers, But here too the one-sided nature of most of our
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vi Preface

evidence enjoins the utmost caution. When we come to the great
Italian war of go—89g B.C. we are in a very different position. The
authorities are both meagre and bad. Some of the most important
points in connexion with the struggle are only known through inci-
dental admissions, and the real features of the campaigns are lost in a
gloom seldom relieved by gleams of light. We cannot even define
with certainty when the war ended and the subsequent civil war
began. So the story can only be told in outline, and that with diffi-
culty, though the danger to Rome from Mutilus and Silo was not less
than that from Hannibal, and the strain on the fabric of the state
perhaps greater.

The modern literature of pamphlets, articles in periodicals, and so
forth, bearing on the republican period, is immense, and I have only
been able to read a part of it. At certain points it becomes of the
first importance. A good instance is the affair of Catiline, which I
have completely rewritten in agreement with the researches (see
§ 1042) of John and others. Of course I have freely used the great
treatises of Mommsen Marquardt Lange and Holm. But I must
own a special debt to the writings of Beloch and Nissen, and to the
coloured maps of Dr C Miiller re-edited by Dr G B Grundy. These,
with occasional help from the Italian survey and our Admiralty
charts, are most useful. For Rome’s contact with Greece and the
Hellenistic East, much is to be gained from the writings of Dr
Mahaffy, whose refreshing independence often supplies a corrective
to the views of Mommsen and Holm. How highly I value the work
of Mr Strachan-Davidson will appear in my notes. Lastly there are
the learned editors of classical books, of whom (omitting titles) I may
name Weissenborn, Maurenbrecher, Reid, Tyrrell and Purser, J E B
Mayor, ] B Mayor, Sandys, Wilkins, Holden. These scholars in their
notes and Introductions supply first and last a great quantity of helpful
material. To many others I have on occasion referred. But the accounts
given of events and the opinions expressed are my own, formed rightly
or wrongly from patient consideration of the evidence. In the matter
of giving references I have acted in a way that may seem capricious.
But I do not see much use in filling pages with references until a
period is reached in which the evidence is scattered and conflicting
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Preface vii

and at least based on contemporary record. In the period from the
Gracchi to Caesar I have tried to give every reference of importance,
The help from inscriptions is of course small for the times of the
Republic.

In referring to modern books I have deliberately chosen those
most accessible to an ordinary reader, provided that the information
there given sufficed for the purpose of the moment. This is especially
the case in the matter of editions of classical authors. When drawing
an inference from any passage or passages, it is of course my own
opinion that I am recording. But it is often desirable to refer to the
remarks of scholars as well as to the text: that these remarks are
sometimes given in small school-editions is no argument against their
soundness. It has been an object not to overload my notes with un-
necessary references. If I have been too chary of such support, I am
sorry ; but I submit that it is a fault on the right side. Sometimes I
have thought it well to refer to the existing indices to this or that
author, as giving a collection of passages best viewed as a whole and
too numerous to quote.

The maps inserted in the text are not meant to be a complete set
illustrating the geography of the countries and places referred to. To
attempt any such equipment was out of the question, and the Miiller-
Grundy series with its scheme of colours is surely far better than any
set of general maps that could be prepared for insertion in the pages
of this book. But there are cases in which the inclusion of details
belonging to widely different periods makes a map deceptive to the
eye when used for illustrating the events of some particular period.
It is mainly with a view to meet such passing needs that I have pre-
pared the little sketch-maps, the leading feature of which is the
omission of irrelevant detail. This is the reason why they mostly
come in the first half of the book. In the later chapters they are
hardly needed. To take an instance; sufficient maps of Gaul in
Caesar’s time abound. To improve on them would need a rendering
of the physical features of the country, hardly possible without the
use of colours on a large scale.

In preparing the Index I have aimed at completeness, and have
not scrupled to refer to the same detail under several different heads.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107653474
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-65347-4 - The Roman Republic: Volume One
W. E. Heitland

Frontmatter

More information

viii Preface

Some of the larger items, such as Leges, Rome, Avmy, Colonies, Greek,
Caesar, Cicero, have been subdivided in particular headings, but to
carry this out in all cases would have necessitated a separate volume
for the Index. As the references are by sections, the numbers
quickly indicate in what part of the book the passage referred to
occurs. Roman names are given under the several gentile names.
The gentile name comes in its strictly alphabetical order, but the
names of individuals follow in chronological order. In one case
(Cornelii) they are grouped under the prevailing surnames (Scipo,
Sulla, Lentulus, etc.), each group chronologically arranged. The
length of the Index is mainly due to an attempt to give a full
catalogue of topics dealt with in the text. I fear these topics have
not always been wisely classified under heads, for the undertaking is
not easy, and it has necessitated a host of multiple references. The
modern names of places are generally added to the ancient ones as
these occur in the Index.

I must note a few points where I have for convenience sake em-
ployed special forms of expression. When I speak of a formal meet-
ing for business, I use the general term Assembly (with initial capital),
only distinguishing the several kinds of Assemblies when I think it
necessary. Centuries and Tribes, when the Roman groups are meant,
are spelt with a capital letter; and the same rule is followed in the
word A/lies when the Italian sociz are referred to. The word ¢ period’
means a space (not a point) of time. I use the term Aristocracy as
concrete, to represent the aggregate of the upper class actively con-
cerned in the work of government. But Oligarcky is less fully estab-
lished in English as a concrete term, and it is badly wanted (as set
forth in § 938) to connote the peculiar qualities of a certain form of
government, not Roman. I hope it is no mere pedantry to reserve it
for this technical purpose. To Mr W H S Jones I owe an apology for
using the term Malaria loosely in speaking of the unwholesomeness
of certain places at certain times, and not confining it strictly to
specific infection. That gravitas caeli, whatever its precise meaning,
was a serious evil, we have the evidence of Cicero Caesar and Varro.
And I think the word Malaria has long been used in English in this
general sense.
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Preface ix

In general I should remark that a political study is my main
object. Literary military and economic history are only touched as
bearing on public life, and social details as the straws that shew the
set of the tide. One is apt to be greatly impressed by some isolated
fact incidentally recorded, and tempted to draw wide inferences from
it. But the survival of such details is largely a matter of chance, and
one is liable to forget that other details, probably not all pointing to
the same conclusion, have perished. I have therefore tried to walk
warily. It is tiresome to be so often compelled to decline inferences
and to use the language of doubt, but with the defective record of the
republican period I can see no other way. I should add that my wish
is to regard the politics of the Republic functionally rather than
structurally. It is important to gain as correct a view as possible of
the institutions of a state so extraordinary as republican Rome. But
for the purposes set forth in the introductory chapter (§ 2) it is even
more important to see how the institutions worked in practice.
I have tried hard to keep clear of prepossessions derived however
unconsciously from books that have held the field for many years,
and to give a fair account of the influences at work that shaped the
destinies of Rome. How far I have succeeded or failed in this
attempt I cannot judge.

I should also say that I lay claim to no great startling novelties
in the way of interpretation. After the labour of generations of
scholars in collecting and sifting the mass of materials that compose
our record, I do not see much opening for an honest reconstruction of
the whole story. I do not believe that the old-fashioned views of the
history of the Roman Republic are mere delusions, and that it can
and should be rewritten in a sensational spirit. I do not believe that
the movements of the revolutionary period are to be better understood
by first attributing great importance to the action of leading men and
then assuming that the characters of these leading men were one
after another subject to a mysterious change. As I read the evidence,
there is no justification for any such arbitrary psychology. And I
believe that unbiassed students will agree with me in holding that, so
far as we have any means of judging, the attempt to explain changes
of policy by changes of character is peculiarly rash in dealing with
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X Preface

such a people as the Romans. In my opinion it is only misrepre-
sentation of the circumstances of the moment that tempts a writer to
resort to such hypotheses.

To the Syndics of the Cambridge University Press I owe and
hereby render my best thanks for undertaking the publication of this
book. But it is not necessary to enlarge on this topic, familiar to all
who have had the good fortune to receive their support. Nor need
I attempt to do justice to the staff of the Press: the quality of the
work employed in the production of these volumes speaks for itself.

W E HEITLAND

CAMBRIDGE
8 Seplember 1909.
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