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       The Cambridge Companion 
to Xenophon 

 This  Companion , the fi rst dedicated to the philosopher and historian Xenophon 

of Athens, gives readers a sense of why he has held such a prominent place 

in literary and political culture from antiquity to the present and has been a 

favorite author of individuals as diverse as Machiavelli, Thomas Jefferson, and 

Leo Tolstoy. It also sets out the major problems and issues that are at stake in 

the study of his writings, while simultaneously pointing the way forward to 

newer methodologies, issues, and questions. Although Xenophon’s historical, 

philosophical, and technical works are usually studied in isolation because they 

belong to different modern genres, the emphasis here is on themes that cut across 

his large and varied body of writings. This volume is accessible to students and 

general readers, including those previously unfamiliar with Xenophon, and will 

also be of interest to scholars in various fi elds. 

 Michael A. Flower is Professor of Classics at Princeton University. His major 

research and teaching interests are in ancient Greek history, historiography, 

and religion. He is the author of  Theopompus of Chios: History and Rhetoric 
in the Fourth Century BC   (1994),  Herodotus, Histories, Book IX  (with 

John Marincola, 2002),  The Seer in Ancient Greece  (2008), and  Xenophon’s 
Anabasis, or the Expedition of Cyrus  (2012) and the co-editor (with Mark 

Toher) of  Georgica: Greek Studies in Honour of George Cawkwell  (1991). 

  A complete list of books in the series is at the back of this book.    
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    PREFACE     

  Given the central place of Xenophon’s writings in literary and political cul-

ture from antiquity to the present, it is surprising that he has not previ-

ously been the subject of a companion or handbook. It is my hope that this 

volume will both fi ll this gap and appeal to general readers, students, and 

scholars in a range of fi elds (Classics, Political Science, Philosophy, History, 

English, Reception Studies, and Comparative Literature, to name the most 

obvious). The aim of this Companion is fi rst and foremost to give readers a 

sense of why Xenophon has been a favorite author of individuals as diverse 

as Machiavelli, Thomas Jefferson, and Leo Tolstoy. It also sets out the major 

problems and issues that are at stake in the study of his writings, while 

at the same time pointing the way forward to newer issues and questions. 

Although Xenophon’s works are usually studied in isolation because they 

belong to different modern genres, each chapter looks at themes that run 

across his large and diverse body of writings. One very special feature of 

Cambridge Companions is that they are not meant to close subjects down 

but to open them up by stimulating further interest among scholars, stu-

dents, and general readers alike. 

 In the best of all possible worlds, another consequence of this volume 

would be to advance the timely return of Xenophon’s writings to the uni-

versity curriculum both in translation and in the original Greek. It was only 

relatively recently, in fact, that Xenophon was mostly dropped from the 

college curriculum in Classical Greek, having been replaced by authors (pri-

marily Plato) who are signifi cantly more diffi cult to read at the intermediate 

level. The diversity of Xenophon’s subjects, the accessibility of his manner 

of exposition, and his value as a window into almost every aspect of Greek 

culture recommend him as an author to be read not only by students of 

ancient Greek, but in courses in translation on Greek history, civilization, 

political thought, and philosophy. The revival of Julius Caesar (whose range 

of subject matter is far more limited than Xenophon’s) is well underway, 

and surely it is now Xenophon’s turn. 
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Preface

 I owe many debts for assistance with this volume. I could not have com-

pleted it without a sabbatical leave from Princeton University and a gen-

erous grant from the Classics Department’s Magee Fund. Harriet Flower 

has had to live with Xenophon, in one form or another, for many years 

now, and her encouragement and advice have been, as always, invaluable. 

My daughter Isabel Flower took time off from her own editing duties to 

improve my introduction and chapter. One of the more tangible benefi ts of 

editing a volume such as this is working closely with fellow specialists in 

one’s fi eld and, above all else, making new friends (a sentiment with which 

Xenophon would certainly have agreed). All of the contributors have gone 

beyond the call of duty in lending assistance, but I would especially like to 

thank John Lee for choosing and modifying the maps, as well as revising 

the timeline, and Tim Rood for assistance in selecting and obtaining images. 

John Marincola, Christopher Pelling, John Dillery, and Nino Luraghi have 

given me helpful advice at every stage. 

 Alex Petkas assisted me with editing the manuscript and he shares the 

credit for this volume’s publication on schedule. Kim Richardson was an 

exemplary copy-editor and Judy Oliver provided an impressively thor-

ough index. Last, but hardly least, Michael Sharp and Elizabeth Hanlon 

of Cambridge University Press are editors without peer, and I am deeply 

grateful to them for their assistance and advice at every stage, as well as to 

Michael for the original invitation to edit this volume.   
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  ABBREVIATIONS 

 The following abbreviations and titles are used for Xenophon’s works. 

 The Oxford Classical   Dictionary  has generally been followed for the abbre-

viations of other ancient works and authors. 

   Ages.       Agesilaus    
  Anab.       Anabasis (Expedition of Cyrus)    
  Apol.       Apology (Defense of Socrates)    
  Ath. Pol.       Athenaion Politeia (Constitution of the Athenians)    
  Cyn.       Cynegeticus (On Hunting)    
  Cyr.       Cyropaedia (Education of Cyrus)    
  Eq.       De re equestri (On Horsemanship)    
  Hell.       Hellenica    
  Hier.       Hiero    
  Hipp.       Hipparchicus (How to Be a Good Cavalry Commander)    
  Lac. Pol.       Lacedaemonion Politeia (Constitution of the Spartans)    
  Mem.       Memorabilia (Conversations with Socrates)    
  Oec.       Oeconomicus (Household Management)    
  Por.       Poroi (Ways and Means)    
  Smp.       Symposium      

www.cambridge.org/9781107652156
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-65215-6 — The Cambridge Companion to Xenophon
Edited by Michael A. Flower 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xvii
xvii

    M
A

P
S
                     

0 250 500 750 1000 km

0 250 500 miles

Persepolis

PARSA

CARMANIA

PARTHIA

GEDROSIA
SIND

MACEDON

Sparta

THRACE
B L A C K  S E A C

A
S

P
I

A
N

 
S

E
A

Ister    (Danube)

SKUDRA

YAUNA TAKABARA

Athens

Thermopylae

Sardis
LYDIA

PHRYGIA

CARIA
Miletus

Dascylium   Sangarius

PAPHLAGONIA

 H

alys

Gordium

LYCIA

PAM
PH

Y
L
IA

CAPPADOCIA

CILICIA)(
Tarsus Carchemish

Harran
Aleppo

Hit

Ashur

Nineveh
SYRIA

ARMENIA

 Lake
Urmia

 Lake
Van

Caucasus  M
o

u
n

ta
in

s

Cicilian
  Gates

Paphus
Curium Amathus

Salamis

Aradus

Byblos

Damascus
Tyre

Sidon

Ascalon

Saïs

MemphisSiwa Oasis

LIBYA

EGYPT

N
ile

Kharga Oasis

Elephantine
 First
Cataract

ETHIOPIA

M
E

D
I T

E
R R A N E A N  S E A

Samaria
Jerusalem

Pelusium
Gaza

Posideum
Arbela

MEDIA

ELAM
Cunaxa

Babylon Kish

Uruk
(Erech) Ur

Susa

Ecbatana
(Hamadan)

ASSYRIA

  Maeander

 Tigris

E

u phrates

Le
ss

er Z ab

Gr e
a

te
r Z

a
b

Opis
Bisitun

Alvand
Mts

SAKA TIGRAKHAUDA

 Mt
Demavand

CHORASMIA

HYRCAN
IA

ARAL

SEA

SOGDIANA

MARGIANA

Merv

ARIA

BACTRIA

Oxus (Am
u Darya

) 

Jaxa rtes
(Syr Darya) 

Cyropolis

Balkh Aï-Khanoum

 Dahan-i
Ghulaman

Kandahar

ARACHOSIA

GANDARA

Peshawar

PUNJAB

D
R

A
N
G
IA

N
A

Multan

S
A

T
T
A
G

Y
D
IA

?

INDIA

A R A B I A

Teima

Zagros M
ountains

Pasargadae

Anshan

P
E

R
S

I A
N

  G
U L F

H
i n

d u  K u s h

P
a m i r s

H i m
a l a y

a
s

Land over 1,000 metres

Nippur

SAKA PARADRAYA

Trapezus

 Map 1      The Achaemenid Empire  x
v
ii

www.cambridge.org/9781107652156
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-65215-6 — The Cambridge Companion to Xenophon
Edited by Michael A. Flower 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xviii

0 50 100 150 200 250 km

0 50 100 150 miles

Land over 1,000 metres

Corcyra

MALIS

DORIS

Anactorium

Leucas

Ambracia

Argos

Astacus

Cephallenia

Zakynthos Olympia

T H E S S A L Y

Pharsalus

Pherae

Larissa Mt Ossa

Tempe
Mt Olympus

PIERIA

 
 
 
 
M

A
C

E
D

O
N

I
A

O
R

E
S

T
A

E

M
O

L
O

S
S

I

Beroea

Pydna

Aegae

Pella

L. Bolbe

Halia
cm

on

Gorg

e

A
xius

CHALCIDICE

Strymon

Nestus

PAROREIAB

IS
A

L
T
A

E

M
t Orbelus

E
c

h
e

d
o

rus

T H R A C E

Maronea

Aenus
C. SarpedonThasos

Samothrace

Imbros

Lemnos

Halonnesos

Lesbos Mytilene

Antandrus
Adramyttium

TroySigeum
Elaeus

Abydus
Sestus

Cardia

Tyrodiza

Cyzicus

P r o p o n t i s

B L A C K  S E A

C
H

E
R

S
O
NESEMelas Bay

Mt Ida

S camander

Cape
  Artemisium

Sciathos

Peparethos

Chios

Mt Athos

Torone
Mende

Potidaea

Scione

Pellene

Olynthus

Acanthus
Stagirus

Spartolus

Therma

Argilus

BOTTIAEI

Amphipolis
Eion

Galepsus

Abdera
Thasos

Neapolis

Crenides

M
t  R

h o d o p e

  Mt
Pangaeum

Scyros

Caicus

H ermus

  M
aeander

Phocaea

Erythrae

Teos

Notion
Ephesus

Priene

Miletus

Samos

Cos

Leros

Rhodes

Thera

Paros

Myconos

Andros

Tenos

Ceos

       C.
Geraestus

Cythnos 

Seriphos 

Siphnos 

Melos 

Delos 

Naxos 

     Cape
Caphereus

A
C
A

R
N

A
N

IA

Peneus
M

A
G
N

E
S
IA

Thermopylae

Gulf of
Pagasae

Hestiaea
  (Oreus)

Orchomenus

Delphi

P
H

O

C
IS LOCRIS Euboea

Chalcis
Eretria

Carystus

AETOLIA

ELIS

 A C H A E A
Athens A

T
T
IC

A

Thebes

Megara

Troezen

Hermione

Argos

MESSENIA

Messene
Sparta

  L
A

C
E
D
A

E
M

O
N

Cythera

C. Taenarum

ARCA
D

IA

TegeaMegalopolis

Corinthian Gulf

BOEOTIA

Eu
ripus

Salamis

Aegina

Epidaurus
TRIPHYLIA

Cenchreae
Corinth

SicyonPELO
P

O
NNESE

Scillus

CARIA

L Y C I A Phaselis

Sardis

H

ebrus

Gonni

A

E

G

E
A

N
 

S
E

A

Epidamnus

Byzantium

Dascylium

Pergamum

Aegospotami

Iasos

Cnidus

Methymna

 Map 2      Greece and western Asia Minor  

x
v
iii

www.cambridge.org/9781107652156
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-65215-6 — The Cambridge Companion to Xenophon
Edited by Michael A. Flower 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xix

0

0 10 20 30 miles

10 20 30 40 50 km

Land over 1,000 feet

Heraclea
Trachinia

Amphissa

Crisa

Cirrha

Anticyra
Medeon

Amorgus

Corsiae
Thisbe

Creusis

Leuctra

Haliartus

Thespiae

Thebes

Lebadea

Chaeronea Orchomenus

Coronea

Acraephia
Lake Copais

Aulis

Chalcis

Abae
Parapotamii

Hyampolis

Opus HalaeElatea

Thronium

Nicaea

Tithronium

Lilaea
Amphicaea

Delphi

Cytinium

Gravia Pass

Thermopylae

T R A C H I S

D O R I S

MT
GIONA

M
T  H E L I C O N

O Z O L I A N   LO C R I S

Daulis

Tithorea

Erochus

P
H

O
C

I
S

EPICNEMIDIAN
LOCRIS

  MT
CHLOMON

Copae

C o r i n t h i a n  G u l f

G u l f  o
f  E

u
b

o
e

a

Plataea

E

U

B

O

E

A

Gulf of Malia

A T T I C A

Aegosthena
Phyle

Eleutherai

Tanagra

Tilphosaeum

OPOUNTIAN
LOCRIS

M
T PARNASSUS

 

MT
OETA

B

O

E

O

T

I
A

 Map 3      Central Greece  x
ix

www.cambridge.org/9781107652156
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-65215-6 — The Cambridge Companion to Xenophon
Edited by Michael A. Flower 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xx

0 100 200 300 400 500 km

0 100 200 300 miles

Salmydessus

Perinthus Byzantium

Calpe
Heracleia

Lampsacus

Pergamum

Sardis
Smyrna

Ephesus

Colossae

Celaenae

Peltae

Miletus

Samos

Chios

Lesbos

Sangarius

Hermus

Caicus

Maeander

Halys

Ir

is

Lycos

Arsanias

Tigris

Tig
ris

G
re

at

er

Z
ap

at
as

Less
er

 Z

ap
atas

Ph
y
sc

u
s

M
a
s
ca

s

A
ra

x
e
s

Euphrates

C
h

a
lu

s

Pyra
m

u
s

P
sa

ru
s

L

Y
C

A
O N I A

TAURUS  

MTS

COLCH
I

TAOCH IA

A
R

M
E

N
I

A

C A R D U C H I A

Rhodes

Crete

Cyprus

PROPONTIS

Ankara

Sinope

Cotyora

Iconium
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