
A HISTORY OF 

THE BEJA TRIBES 
OF THE SUDAN 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-64686-5 - A History of the Beja Tribes of the Sudan
A. Paul
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107646865
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-64686-5 - A History of the Beja Tribes of the Sudan
A. Paul
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107646865
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


A HISTORY OF 

THE BEJA TRIBES 
OF THE SUDAN 

BY 

A. P AU L, M.A. 
SUDAN POLITICAL SERVICE 

CAMBRIDGE 

A T THE UNIVERSITY PRESS 

1954 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-64686-5 - A History of the Beja Tribes of the Sudan
A. Paul
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107646865
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambridge university press 
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, 

Singapore, São Paulo, Delhi, Tokyo, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cb2 8ru, UK  

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York 

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107646865 

© Cambridge University Press 1954 

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, 
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written  

permission of Cambridge University Press. 

First published 1954 
First paperback edition 2011

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library 

isbn 978-1-107-64686-5 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in

this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-64686-5 - A History of the Beja Tribes of the Sudan
A. Paul
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107646865
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CONTENTS 

Preface page vii 

Chapter I Introduction I 

II The Beja Country and its Tribes 12 

III Beja Origins 20 

IV The Gold and Incense Lands (2500-50 B.C.) 27 

V The Sabaeans and the Kingdom of Axum 38 
(700 B.C.-A.D. 750) 

VI The Enemies of Rome (50 B.C.-A.D. 640) P 
VII The Arab Infiltration (640-1520) 64 

VIII The Subjugation of the Tigre (750-1700) 80 

IX The Turkia (I pO-I 880) 91 

X The Mahdia and the Re-occupation 106 
(1881-1900) 

XI Recent History (1900-1950) 120 

Appendix I Beja Chronology 133 

II The Beja Tribes and their Sub-divisions 137 

III The Arteiga Tribes 140 

IV The Ababda 143 

V The Halenga 144 

VI The Fellata Melle 146 

VII The Beja Camel 147 

Bihliography 149 

Glossary 153 

Index 154 

v 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-64686-5 - A History of the Beja Tribes of the Sudan
A. Paul
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107646865
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


LIST OF PLATES 

I A view of the Red Sea Hills 
(Photograph: J. F. E. Bloss, Esq.) 

focing page 14 

II A Hadendowi Camelman 
(Photograph: Sudan Government Public Relations Office) 

III Watering Cattle 
(Photograph: Sudan (;Qvernment Public Relations Office) 

IV Suakin 
(Photograph: Central Office of Information. Crown Copy
right Reserved) 

V (I) Beni Amer shifta 

(2) Police Patrol in the Red Sea Hills 
(Photograph: Sudan Government Public Relations Office) 

VI J ebal Kassala 
(Photograph: F. H. Kane, Esq.) 

LIST OF MAPS 

24 

68 

102 

130 

144 

The Beja country page viii 

2 The Nile valley and Red Sea in classical times 53 

3 The Southern Thebaid 58 

4 Reproduction of part of the map of John Senex, 94 
170 9 

. 5 The Red Sea battle area, 1883-91 109 

Vl 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-64686-5 - A History of the Beja Tribes of the Sudan
A. Paul
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107646865
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


PREFACE 

My purpose has been to present in as complete and consecu
tive form as possible the history of the tribes which now 
inhabit the mountains and deserts of the Eastern Sudan. It 
has not been an easy task nor, in the midst of official duties, 
have I been able to devote to it as much time as I should have 
liked. The student of Beja history must, moreover, be a master 
of tongues, ancient and modern, to an extent to which I cannot 
pretend. 

I have been sparing of my notes, not wishing to distract the 
reader with over-abundance of often not very rewarding refer
ences, but the bibliography given at the end omits, I hope, no 
works which have useful reference to the Beja. 

My acknowledgements are due to all those who have helped 
me with information and advice, more particularly to the 
Librarian of the Newbold Library in the University College of 
Khartoum, who most courteously allowed me to borrow as 
many books as I liked, to the Commissioner for Archaeology, 
who permitted me to read the manuscript notes of the late Sir 
Douglas Newbold (now in the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford) 
which I found invaluable, and to Mohammed Saleh Effendi 
Dirar Ali Yangi of the Eastern Telegraph Co., Port Sudan, 
whose encyclopedic knowledge of the tribes of the Red Sea 
coast was placed freely at my disposal. 

I must also express my gratitude to the Sudan Government 
and to the Syndics of the University Press, Cambridge, for 
generous assistance in the publication of this book. 

A.P. 

KASSALA, 1954 
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Map I. The Beja Country 
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