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Introduction

This book has been specifically written for the new Cambridge International
Examinations IGCSE® Sociology syllabus which will first be examined in 2015.
Its global and international scope also makes it ideal for introducing Sociology to
young people studying similar courses.
The book is written in language carefully designed to be clear and accessible to
14 to 16 year olds. Sociology involves the use of many specialist terms and these are
explained where they occur first in the book.
The Cambridge International Examinations IGCSE syllabus is examined by two
examination papers. The first three chapters of the book, on Theory and Methods,
Culture, Identity and Socialisation and Social Inequality are fundamental to
the study of sociology. All students should study these three chapters, which are
examined by the first paper. Together, these three chapters provide students with
the basic sociological skills and knowledge needed for studying topic areas. The
four topic areas on the syllabus are covered in the next four chapters of the book
and are examined by the second paper. In the examination, students are only
required to answer questions on two of these.
The final chapter focuses on the skills needed to prepare for and to sit the
examinations.
The book shares with the syllabus the aim of making this exciting subject
accessible to young people around the world. It brings together the knowledge
gained from classic studies in the development of the subject and more recent
research findings. It uses examples and case studies from around the world. It
reflects contemporary developments such as globalisation and the growth of
new media. Students are encouraged to reflect on their learning and to apply
their sociological understanding to their own nation and social situation.
To help students through the book, we have used a number of features:

Unit5: Education

E Summerhill Scl

m Case studies with questions.

m Other questions to check knowledge and develop understanding at

|
/ the end of each section within each chapter.

m Suggestions for discussion and debate, to help students develop

. confidence verbally in using sociological language, apply ideas to
d issues relevant to them and appreciate the opinion and arguments of
others.

ACTIVITY: rescarch

Suggestions for research, allowing students to develop their
cducatonatscnvermenty e understanding through carrying out their own research.

P

—— m  Key terms help students identify and understand important concepts.
These terms are those listed in the syllabus and each is explained in a
separate box when it is first used in the book.
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= Hints and tips.
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/ m Practicein interpreting data in a variety of formats, such as
tables, charts and graphs; this is an essential skill in sociology.
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Total available marks 45

m Checklist of key points at the end of each chapter.

| = Examination style questions at the end of each chapter.
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