Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-64472-4 - Land and Caste in South India: Agricultural Labour in the Madras
Presidency During the Nineteenth Century

Dharma Kumar

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN ECONOMIC HISTORY
PUBLISHED WITH THE AID OF THE ELLEN MCARTHUR FUND

GENERAL EDITOR

M. M. POSTAN
Professor of Economic History in the University of Cambridge

LAND AND CASTE IN

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107644724
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-64472-4 - Land and Caste in South India: Agricultural Labour in the Madras
Presidency During the Nineteenth Century

Dharma Kumar

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107644724
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-64472-4 - Land and Caste in South India: Agricultural Labour in the Madras
Presidency During the Nineteenth Century

Dharma Kumar

Frontmatter

More information

LAND AND CASTE IN
SOUTH INDIA

AGRICULTURAL LABOUR
IN THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY
DURING THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

BY

DHARMA KUMAR

CAMBRIDGE
AT THE UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107644724
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-64472-4 - Land and Caste in South India: Agricultural Labour in the Madras
Presidency During the Nineteenth Century

Dharma Kumar

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town,
Singapore, Sio Paulo, Delhi, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cB2 8ru, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107644724

© Cambridge University Press 1965

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 1965
First paperback edition 2013

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library
ISBN 978-1-107-64472-4 Paperback
Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in

this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107644724
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-64472-4 - Land and Caste in South India: Agricultural Labour in the Madras
Presidency During the Nineteenth Century

Dharma Kumar

Frontmatter

More information

TO MY PARENTS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107644724
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-64472-4 - Land and Caste in South India: Agricultural Labour in the Madras
Presidency During the Nineteenth Century

Dharma Kumar

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107644724
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-64472-4 - Land and Caste in South India: Agricultural Labour in the Madras

Presidency During the Nineteenth Century
Dharma Kumar

Frontmatter

More information

CONTENTS

List of Tables and Figures

Acknowledgements and A Note on Certain Connventions
Abbreviations

Map of the Madras Presidency

PART I
I INTRODUCTION
II THE AGRARIAN BACKGROUND
III FORMS OF AGRESTIC SERVITUDE

IV THE IMPORTANCE OF AGRICULTURAL LABOUR IN THE
FIRST HALF OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

V OFFICIAL POLICY AND THE EMANCIPATION OF THE
AGRICULTURAL LABOURER

VI OFFICIAL POLICY: LAND TENURES AND LAND REVENUE

PART II
VII LAND AND POPULATION
Statistical Appendix
VI EMIGRATION
IX WAGES

X THE GROWTH OF AGRICULTURAL LABOUR FROM

1871 TO 1901
Appendix—Classification of Census Data

XI CONCLUSION
Glossary
Bibliography
Index

34

49

64

168
183

187
194
197
205

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107644724
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-64472-4 - Land and Caste in South India: Agricultural Labour in the Madras
Presidency During the Nineteenth Century

Dharma Kumar

Frontmatter

More information

LIST OF TABLES AND FIGURES

1 Serfs/Slaves or Agricultural Labour Castes as a Percentage

of Total Population page 54
2 Agricultural Labour Castes with more than 10,000
Population as Classified in each Census 57
3 Percentage of Actual Workers following Traditional
Occupation in Six Castes, 1871-1921 61
4 Index Numbers of Food Prices, 182555 84
s Settlements in the Late Raiyatwari Period 90
6 Average Annual Prices of Common Rice, 1809-1901 91
7 Revenue Demand and Arrears, 1855-6 to 1872—3 93
8 Attachments and Sales of Property for Arrears,
1855—6 to 18723 96
9 Rate of Growth of Population, 1801-1901 105
10 Area under Raiyatwari, 1881-8 116
11 Population of Madras Presidency, 1801-1901 120
12 Famines in Madras Presidency, 1800-1900 123
13 Area Cultivated and Uncultivated, 1884—5 to 19001 124
14 Crops Cultivated, 1884-5 to 1900-1 125
15 Irrigation, 1884~5 to 1900-1 127
16 Average Annual Migration between Ceylon and India,
1871-99 130
17 Annual Averages of Migration for Inter-Censal Periods,
1871-1901 134
18 Emigration from Madras Presidency, 18734 to 1888 135
19 Remittances by Money Orders, 1900-1 142
20 Average Monthly Wages of Agricultural Labourers in Seven
Districts, 1873—1900 163
21 Annual Wages in Grain of Agricultural Labour in Seven
Districts, 1873—1900 164
22 Quinquennial Averages of Food Grain Prices, 1871-96 165
23 Occupational Breakdown of Male Population, 1871-1901 172
24 Types of Agricultural Labourers, 1891 and 1901 180

Figure 1: Graphs of Real Wages and Prices in Seven Districts,
1873-1900 166

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107644724
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-64472-4 - Land and Caste in South India: Agricultural Labour in the Madras
Presidency During the Nineteenth Century

Dharma Kumar

Frontmatter

More information

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I am grateful for their help to Professor D. R. Gadgil, Professor J. A.
Gallagher, Dr E. R. Leach, Dr Dharm Narain, Professor M. M. Postan,
Mr V. K. Ramaswami and Professor M. N. Srinivas, and to Mr Haruray
for preparing the graphs on prices and wages.

An article based on Chapters III and IV has appeared in Comparative
Studies in Society and History, March 1962, and one based on Chapter X in
Contributions to Indian Economic History, 1963.

A NOTE ON CERTAIN CONVENTIONS

No single system of spelling Indian words has been followed. In the case
of place names, the old usage is adopted because it occurs so frequently in
the quotations: for example, ‘“Trichinopoly’ and not ‘Tiruchirapalli’. For
other words, such as the Tamil, Telugu and Malayalam agrarian terms, I
have generally followed modern usage, but I have not thought it neces-
sary to reach the point of precision of diacritical marks and so forth.

Indian words are italicized, except for names of coins, and for caste
names, which are treated like other proper names.

Figures in rupees have been given in crores (1 crore =10,000,000) and
lakhs (1 lakh =100,000), but figures of acreage are in millions.
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