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A guide to Cambridge English: Key

Cambridge English: Key, also known as the Key English Test (KET), is part of a comprehensive 
range of exams developed by Cambridge English Language Assessment. Cambridge English 
exams have similar characteristics but are designed for different purposes and different 
levels of English language ability. Cambridge English: Key is at Level A2 (Waystage) of the 
Council of Europe’s Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). It 
has also been accredited in the UK as an Entry Level 2 ESOL certificate in the UK’s National 
Qualifications Framework.

Examination Council of Europe 
Framework Level

UK National Qualifications 
Framework Level

Cambridge English: Proficiency
Certificate of Proficiency in 

English (CPE)
C2 3

Cambridge English: Advanced
Certificate in Advanced English 

(CAE)
C1 2

Cambridge English: First
First Certificate in English (FCE)

B2 1

Cambridge English: Preliminary
Preliminary English Test (PET)

B1 Entry 3

Cambridge English: Key
Key English Test (KET)

A2 Entry 2

Cambridge English: Key is accepted by employers, further education and government 
departments for business, study and immigration purposes. It is also useful preparation for 
higher level exams, such as Cambridge English: Preliminary and Cambridge English: First.
 Cambridge English: Key is a great first step in English. Preparing for the exam will build your 
confidence in dealing with everyday written and spoken English at a basic level, for example 
expressing and understanding simple opinions; filling in forms; and writing short, simple letters.
 Cambridge English: Key is also available in a version with exam content and topics specifically 
targeted at the interests and experience of school- aged learners. Cambridge English: Key for 
Schools, also known as the Key English Test (KET) for Schools, follows exactly the same format 
and level and leads to the same certificate as Cambridge English: Key.
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