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PREFACE

HE present volume is one of a series of three Outline

Histories, projected by the Syndics of the Cambridge
University Press. Of the scope and aim of the book
I have written in the Introduction; but I have a few
further remarks to make, which seem to belong rather to
a preface. The vastness of the period which my work
covers naturally precludes any claim to high originality
on my part; compelled, as I have been, to rely largely on
the labours of others, I have endeavoured to use my best
judgment in the choice of authorities and my utmost care
and conscientiousness in the use of them. Wherever my
own reading has made it possible, I have exercised an
independent judgment; and, on some sections, where my
own knowledge fell short, I have enjoyed the invaluable
assistance of friends. That I have avoided all errors and
partial statements is more than I dare hope: for all such
sins of omission and commission I can only ask for a
merciful judgment.

I must not close without discharging the pleasant duty
of acknowledging obligations, both to men and books.
Without attempting to give a full bibliography, I would
gratefully admit my debt to Eduard Meyer’s Geschichte
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viii PREFACE

des Altertums, to Julius Beloch’s Griechische Geschichte,
to Mommsen’s History of Rome, to Hermann Schiller’s
Geschichte der romischen Kaiserzeit, to W, E. Heitland’s
Roman Republic, and to Professor J. B. Bury’s Student's
Roman Empive and Later Roman Empire.

And, finally, I owe the warmest thanks to Mr L. W.
King and Mr H. R. Hall of the Egyptian Department in
the British Museum for kind advice and criticism on the
earlier sections of my work; and also to Mr A. W. A,
Leeper, of the Egyptian Department, and to Mr E. S. G.
Robinson, my colleague in the Department of Coins and
Medals, for their friendly assistance in reading the proofs.

HAROLD MATTINGLY.

BRITISH MUSEUM,
May, 1914.
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ERRATA

p- 27 line 9 from bottom for 562 read 535
P-252 5 I4 »  Jor B.C. read A.D.
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