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Japanese Confucianism

For more than 1500 years Confucianism has played a major role in

shaping Japan’s history – from the formation of the first Japanese states

during the first millennium CE, to Japan’s modernization in the nine-

teenth century, toWWII and its still unresolved legacies across East Asia

today. In an illuminating and provocative new study, Kiri Paramore

analyzes the dynamic history of Japanese Confucianism, revealing its

many cultural manifestations as religion and as political tool, as social

capital and public discourse, as well as its role in international relations

and statecraft. The book demonstrates the processes through which

Confucianism was historically linked to other phenomenon, such as

the rise of modern science and East Asian liberalism. In doing so it offers

new perspectives on the sociology of Confucianism and its impact on

society, culture, and politics across East Asia, past and present.

kiri paramore teaches History and Asian Studies at LeidenUniversity.
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New Approaches to Asian History

This dynamic new series publishes books on the milestones in Asian

history, those that have come to define particular periods or to mark

turning points in the political, cultural and social evolution of the region.

The books in this series are intended as introductions for students to be

used in the classroom. They are written by scholars whose credentials

are well-established in their particular fields and who have, in many

cases, taught the subject across a number of years.

Books in the series

1 Judith M. Brown, Global South Asians: Introducing the Modern

Diaspora

2 Diana Lary, China’s Republic

3 Peter A. Lorge, The Asian Military Revolution: From Gunpowder
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East Asia
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to the Present

11 Robin R. Wang, Yinyang: The Way of Heaven and Earth in Chinese
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14 Kiri Paramore, Japanese Confucianism: A Cultural History

15 Robert Peckham, Epidemics in Modern Asia

www.cambridge.org/9781107635685
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-63568-5 — Japanese Confucianism
Kiri Paramore 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Japanese Confucianism

A Cultural History

Kiri Paramore

Leiden University, the Netherlands

www.cambridge.org/9781107635685
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-63568-5 — Japanese Confucianism
Kiri Paramore 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi - 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06-04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of  
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org  
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107635685

© Kiri Paramore 2016

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception  
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,  
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written  
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2016
Reprinted 2017

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data

Paramore, Kiri, author.
Japanese Confucianism : a cultural history / Kiri Paramore.
Cambridge ; New York : Cambridge University Press, 2016. | Series: Asian
connections | Includes bibliographical references and index.
LCCN 2016004898| ISBN 9781107058651 (hardback) |
ISBN 9781107635685 (paperback)
LCSH: Confucianism – Japan | Japan – Civilization.
LCC BL1843 .P37 2016 | DDC 181/.12–dc23
LC record available at http://lccn.loc.gov/2016004898

ISBN  978-1-107-05865-1  Hardback
ISBN  978-1-107-63568-5  Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or  
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in  
this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,  
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781107635685
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-63568-5 — Japanese Confucianism
Kiri Paramore 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

自

我

作

古

Antiquity is constructed by us.

Liu Zhiji (661–721), Historian and Confucian, Tang China.

Kagawa Shūan (1683–1755), Confucian and Medical doctor, Tokugawa Japan.

Fukuzawa Yukichi (1835–1901), Liberal public intellectual and educator, Meiji Japan.
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Notes on the text

This book uses Pinyin for the Romanization of Chinese, the Hepburn

system for Japanese, andMcCune-Reischauer forKorean. Exceptions are

made for readings established in English using other systems, or

nowadays accepted as English words. For instance, Chiang Kai-shek

stays as is, as does KMT, Choson, ronin, etc.

Chinese, Japanese, and Korean names are given with the surname first,

except where the name is commonly established in another order in

English. When using a single name to refer to an already established

figure, the book universally gives the surname. This goes against a

common practice of early modern Japanese history writing, both in

Japanese and in English, where the gō name rather than the myō

surname is commonly used. Thus, in many publications Ogyū Sorai

(1666–1728) is simply referred to as Sorai. But in this book he is

referred to by his surname as Ogyū. This method of naming allows us

to use the same standard system cross-period (into the modern period),

conforming to general English usage, and also reflecting more up-to-date

editorial guidelines of major journals in the field, notably the Journal of

Japanese Studies.

References are given using name and date in in-text bracket citation,

with full bibliographical references for each entry in a list at the end of the

book. This means that many references to premodern primary sources in

modern printed compilations will have a twentieth-century date, even

though the actual text is much older. For instance, some quotes from the

late eighteenth-century writings of Shibano Ritsuzan (1736–1807)

appear referenced as “(Takimoto 1914),” giving the name of the editor

who oversaw the modern printed compilation. The referencing system is

thus designed primarily to facilitate a reader being able to find the source

themselves in the commonly available modern compilations through a

library catalog. Abbreviations are used for a number of large compendium

series used extensively in the book. The key to abbreviations is at the

beginning of the Bibliography.
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