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PREFACE

My first chapter is so largely of the nature of a preface that here I may be
brief. This book arose from a desire to study a particular vocabulary in a
case of disputed authorship. When I had advanced some way in that
particular study, it became only too clear into how thorny a field of statistics
I had strayed. Statistics of literary vocabulary proved to have their own
special problems, their own peculiar difficulties and sources of fallacy,
which no one apparently had made any attempt systematically to explore. -
The special study was accordingly laid aside for later use as little more than
an illustration, and other investigations were taken up with the aim, not of
throwing light on this or that problem of literature, but of illuminating the
way in which statistics of the kind behaved and exemplifying methods which
could be used in discussing them. As is inevitable in any such case, problem
after problem arose that was not foreseen at the start. The book therefore
was not and could not have been planned: if the reader find in it any logical
development, it is simply the logic of the natural growth of the investigations.

I have found the work of such absorbing interest that the reader, I hope,
may be interested too. If he find any novel ideas, I trust he will use them:
if errors, let him amend them and judge mercifully. Neither old age nor
the anxieties of war are favourable to continuity or clarity of thought.

In conclusion I have to thank the Controller of H.M. Stationery Office
for permission to reproduce the data of Tables 3.1 and 3.2 from the Reports
cited, Mr C. K. Ogden, Mr H. Sykes Davies and Mr G. Herdan for several
references that I have used, and the Syndics of the Press for the spirit they
have shown in risking the issue of such a book as this at such a time.

G.U.Y.

May 1943
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