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The storie of Alisaundre is so comune
That every wyght that hath discrecioun
Hath herd somewhat or al of his fortune.

CHAUCER, Canterbury Tales, Group B, 11. 3821—3823,
or, Monkes Tale, 1l. 640—642.

Seigneurs qui vivez 4 present,

Qui desirez ouyr cronicques,

Lisez Alixandre le Grant,

Qui dit chouses moult magnificques.
En luy chouses diverses orrez

Pour vous oster merencolye ;

Car ses dits sont beaulx, bien narrez
Par grans docteurs, je vous affye.
Ou romant les pourrez vous veoir :
Chacun d’eulx y fait son devoir.

BerGER DE XI1VREY, Traditions Tératologiques, p. XLVIIL.
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PREFACE.

O far back as the year 1881 the late Professor W. Wright
suggested to me that I should prepare an edition of the

Syriac version of the Pseudo-Callisthenes and an English
translation of it. I undertook this work in the hope that it
would be useful not only to students of Syriac who will be
glad of a new and amusing text to read, but also to the large
and increasing number of enquirers into the folk-lore and
legends connected with Alexander the Great who have not
found time to learn Syriac, and to whom, necessarily, the
contents of this ancient version are unknown. It may be
argued that sufficient of the fabulous history of Alexander is
known to us from the Greek text of the work which is
attributed to Callisthenes, and from the Latin translations of
it made by Julius Valerius and Leo the Archpresbyter. I am
inclined to think, however, that a perusal of the Syriac version
will reveal much of interest to the reader, and as it appears to
represent a Greek text older than any known to us, that it will
be of considerable help in determining one of the earliest forms
of the Alexander story.

The Syriac text is edited from five manuscripts, the oldest
of which was written about one hundred and eighty years ago:
it has been divided into chapters which follow the order of the
Greek text of Pseudo-Callisthenes published by Miller. The
variant readings of the MSS. are printed at the foot of each
page together with such emendations and corrections as it has
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X PREFACE.

been found possible to make. A few misprints have crept into
the text and they are noted on pages 255, 256.

The English translation has been made as literal as possible,
and only the most necessary notes have been added. Wherever
I have been unable to translate a word the fact has been shown
by dots.

The short Glossary which follows the English translation
makes no pretence of being a complete dictionary to the book.
Init, however, will be found such words as have been omitted in
the Castle-Michaelis Lexicon and examples of words and forms
which are given there without any references to places where
they may be found; it is hoped that they will be useful
to the beginner. In all cases the utmost brevity has been
studied.

In the short introduction to this edition of the Syriac
version of Pseudo-Callisthenes I have made a few remarks
on some of the versions of the Alexander story based upon the
careful works of Favre, Miiller, Zacher, Berger de Xivrey,
Spiegel and others. The Persian versions of the story I have
not attempted to describe, for I have no knowledge of the
language. Though late (A.D. 900—1300), they seem to me to
be of considerable importance, for they in all probability repre-
sent Arabic originals which are no longer extant. Similarly
I have not tried to discuss the story from the folk-lore point
of view, for I possess neither the necessary knowledge nor
the time.

The extracts from an unpublished Egyptian magical papyrus
and the remarks on them have been inserted because they
support the theory that the story of the magician Nectanebus
being the father of Alexander the Great is one of Egyptian
origin and composition. The chapter on Ethiopic versions
of Pseudo-Callisthenes has been added, because, save for
the short extract from the first chapter printed by the late
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PREFACE. X1

Prot. Wright in his Cutalogue of the Ethiopic MSS. in the
British Museum, p. 294, no part of it has, to my knowledge
at least, been described or printed. It represents an Arabic
original and is therefore of importance; besides this any new
matter which helps to throw light on the history of the
translations and age and travels of a book which has had more
readers than any other, the Bible alone excepted, will be
welcome. Zacher’s observation with reference to the Syriac
version of the Alexander story® applies equally to this.

My thanks are due to the German Oriental Society for the
loan of the manuscript C, and to the American Oriental
Society for their kindness in allowing me to have the manu-
script B in my possession during the years in which this book
was being prepared and was passing through the press. I am
also much indebted to the Rev. Benjamin Labaree of Urmia,
to Mr. Henry H. Lamb, British Vice-Consul at Scutari, and to
Mr. Nimroud Rassam of Mosul, for the pains which they took
in superintending the copying of manuscripts D and E, and
for the numerous enquiries after ancient Syriac manuscripts
of the Alexander story which they made at my request.

The Syndics of the Cambridge University Press have earned
the gratitude of all Syriac scholars by their liberality in
purchasing a fount of Nestorian Syriac type, which enabled the
peculiar character and pointing of the Nestorian MSS. to be
accurately reproduced; and my grateful thanks are due to
Mr. C. J. Clay who has spared himself no trouble in the
production of this, the first book printed in England in the
Nestorian Syriac character.

1 Diese Fragen erscheinen wol bedeutsam genug, nicht nur fiir die Alexan-
dersage an sich, sondern auch fiir die orientalische Literaturgeschichte iiber-
haupt, dass wir von den Kennern der syrischen und arabischen Literatur eine

eingehende Wiirdigung und Erérterung derselben hoffen diirfen.

Zacher, Pscudo-Callisthences, p. 193.
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xil PREFACE.

To the late Prof. Williamm Wright I am most deeply in-
debted. He read through the whole of my copy of the Syriac
text and the English translation before it went to press, and I
had the great benefit of his unique experience and assistance in
correcting the proof sheets of the whole of the Syriac text of
the History of Alexander and of the English translation as far
as page 128. Throughout the preparation of this and other
works the ready helping hand, the judicious advice, and the
warm sympathy of my master were never wanting.
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The acquaintance which began in March 1877 ripened, during
the five years in which I was his pupil, into a friendship
which grew stronger each year after, and was only broken
by his death on May 22nd, whereby the world lost one of its
few great Semitic scholars*, and I a true friend.

<alur=n 1alaus Khmen Wom Koy ~am
:"';S': ) .,&n&m)q-r(c\&o oI m%:up;eo

e 0msy Fidu= 1w 0 ~om

E. A. WALLIS BUDGE.

LonpoN,
November, 1889.

* « Der bedeutendste englische Semitist und ein wahrhaft guter Mensch.”
T. Noldeke in Deutsche Rundschau, August, 1889, pp. 306—308. See also the
excellent accounts of his life and works by Prof. R. L. Bensly in the Academy,
June 1st, 1889, p. 378 ; by Dr. Neubauer in the Athenaeum, June 1st, 1889, p.
697; by M. J. de Goeje in the Journal Asiatique, 8iéme Série, t. x1n1. pp. 522—
529, and Journal of the Royal dsiatic Society, vol. xxi. N. 8., pt.iii. pp. 708—713.
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INTRODUCTION.

DESCRIPTION OF THE SYRIAC MANUSCRIPTS CON-
TAINING THE HISTORY OF ALEXANDER THE
GREAT.

THE text of the Syriac version of Pseudo-Callisthenes printed
in this volume is edited from a manuscript in the British
Museum (Add. 25, 875), and the variant readings printed at the
foot of each page are taken from four MSS., of which the first
and second belong to the American Oriental Society and to the
German Oriental Society respectively ; the third and fourth are
in my own possession. The British Museum MS. has been de-
scribed by the late Prof. Wright in his Catalogue of the Syriac
Manuscripts in the British Musewm, London, 1872, Vol. iii.
p- 1064, No. pcccexxir. It is of paper, about 8% in. by 6% in.,
and consists of 362 leaves. The quires, signed with letters, are
36 in number. Each page is divided into two columns of 28
lines. This manuscript is written in a good Nestorian hand,
with numerous vowel points, etc., and is dated A. Gr. 2020—21"
= A.D. 1708—9. The History of Alexander the Great is the
twelfth and last article in the MS., and its colophon runs as
follows (Wright’s Cat. p. 1069) :—

.méi,.:_c:o_'z'_\.__\"g umoa':'.og'_o -..aO'lQ.i.):aS.}:? ]A....&.-Z Aol
I8 Larad Lo winls mhantas i Ll 3G

! There are really two years 7:“ and 12 n given in the manuseript.
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Xv1 INTRODUCTION.

lasanX Liloyn lasao win L} awoor lasado
g o S0ar0 sl s o lougs el 151} Aad
brso sy bissalo o lnanata., Soauo oo
lasao hohao Wso 15600 Wio o laato] buoas
GoLi oou jo1\y woatasuio cu_a_u bioyda, w@mas

“Here ends the history of the achicvements and wars of
Alexander the King of the Greeks, the son of Philip: [written]
by the hands of the wretched priest Yaldd and the priest
Ho6mo!, brothers, sons of the priest Daniel of Alkodsh? in the
year two thousand and twenty-onc of the blessed Greeks [A.D.
1709], on the third day of the month of the first Teshri, on the
fifth day of the week [Thursday]. Everlasting glory be to Him
who makes times and seasons pass away; and may the com-

U Homd was a contemporary of the Catholic patriarch, Mar Eliyd, and
the Metropolitan Mar fsho'yabh (A. Gr. 2024=a.p. 1712). See Hofimann,
Opuscula Nestoriana, pp. iii, iv.

2 Alkosh, U:‘J‘d" is & village of a few hundred houses situated about six

hours ride to the north of Mosul, J‘p},‘d\, along the road which passes Tell

w3 L.
Kéf ¢ g',‘"s J_‘,‘, Bngnﬁ_yé or Tytndyé, and Tell Uskuf (_¢iu Ji. Fora
description of these villages see Sachau, Ieise in Syrien und Mesopotamien,
pp. 359—369; and Badger, The Nestorians and their Rituals, vol. i. p. 104, p. 174.
In Alkésh the grave of the prophet Nahum is shown, and on the sixth of iyé,r
(Mny). many Jews make a pilgrimage to the synagogue which is supposed to

mark the resting place ef his body. Tell Kéf, Syr. ]21252. or “ Stone hill,” is
described by a modern writer as bm Ao ] ;.A]) ]mo.\\ AN
LYY ]_._..:,o Lm.m&oa lsawo Auno ]za,.&&oo ].c&m

][\L&O’]O For a description of Tell Uskuf, or as the natives call it, Tell

454 P
Skipa, see c(l\k)l\ M‘;‘ (ed. Juynbollj vol. i. p. ¥« and Yakat u)“’l A paro
¢d. Wiistenfeld, vol. i. p. A1y,
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INTRODUCTION. XVii

passion and mercy of God be upon the writers and the man who
had this book written, the priest Joseph of Hordephné'.” This
manuseript is indicated by “A” in the following pages; those
belonging to the American Oriental Society and the German
Oriental Society by “B” and “ C” respectively, and those in my
own possession by “D” and “E”.

B is a paper manuscript, about 83in. by 63, consisting of
185 leaves. The quires signed with letters are 18 in number.
One column of 20 lines occupies each page. This manuscript
is written in a good Nestorian hand with numerous vowel
points, ete., and is dated A. Gr. 2155, = A.D. 1844. It was given
to the American Oriental Society by the Rev. J. Perkins, D.D.,
who had it copied from a manuscript found among the Nes-
torian Christians. Some pages of text from this manuscript,
with a translation in English, were printed by Dr. Perkins and
Dr. Woolsey in the Transactions of the American Oriental Soctety,
vol. Iv. pp. 359—440. Speaking generally, B and C agree
closely in respect of omissions, ete.; I think, therefore, that
these manuscripts were copied from the same original. They
have, occasionally, better readings than A. On the margin of
some of the pages of B are explanations in the modern Fellaehl
dialect of Urmia which I have given, as far as I was able, with
the variant readings at the foot of the pages of printed text. It
would be extremely interesting to have some particulars about
the original manuscript or manuscripts from which these were
copied, and with this object in view I wrote to my friend Dr.
Benjamin Labaree of Urmia and asked him to make enquiries
on this subject : he was, however, unable to trace the manuscript
or manuscripts from which Dr. Perkins had caused his copies to
be made. Wherever report said that a copy of the History of
Alexander existed in Syriac he sent a messenger to make
enquiries, but no satisfactory results followed these careful in-
vestigations.

The pointing of the proper names in this MS. usually

NS I N [oRy

1 5*-‘5’- and | ,}ZQJ>, See Yakft, vol. i. p. Y¥3; Badger, The Nesto-

rians and their Rituals, vol. i. p. 254 ; Hoffmann, dusziige aus Syrischen Akten
Persischer Mirtyrer, p. 195, notes 1544, 5; Hoffmann, Opuscula Nestoriana, p.
xx1ir; and Sachau, Reise in Syrien und Mesopotamien, p, 364.

B. b
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xviil INTRODUCTION.

agrees with that in A, and it also carefully marks mdrhé&tdnd

and mdhdggdydnd. For example: 00C1 p. L. 4; ]901, L,.ui
p-1.10; 06T p. 2. 3; @ p. 3.12; ]l_;@_ozp. 3.15; 1Asa0uu)
p.4.1; 03] p. 4.5; 1] p. 4 7; L!,:.uip. 417, ";,.'Q.—L-&p. 5. 12;
1480505 p. 695 031 p. 7. 165 1ALl p. 8.15; Vel 12437
p. 10 4; O3] p. 10. 11; ]Aj;__“f p. 10.20; w2010 p. 13. 4;
Nl p 1455 Boad p 16,35 14 p 16115 N2
P 16.12; 1p50] p. 17. 45 wulfol] p. 17.10; Asudl]o p. 17.
18; M.x_.__@ p- 18. 20; 121t p. 19. 155 ol p. 19, 20;
Nasl] p. 20, 4; £ po 21 6; \ill] po23.4; l2deaato
P 23.7; Damsulp. 24155 (A3As p. 2515 143,00 p. 25.12;
o\ Aas\ p. 27, 3; utl] p 27, 9; Lﬂm& p. 39. 9;
(qas, p. 40.11; wgt0l] p. 44.10; 1483y p. 45. 3; 0l]
p. 45. 135 L] p. 46. 4; Jeop 02 p- 51. 155 10800l p. 52. 25
widlo p. 56. 115 U] p. 59. 18; 1aN]Aato p. 61. 12;
SoBlly p. 66. 11; \ém}&dm p. 69.13; ]Lo,m.\\ p. 72.10;
#0143 p. 72.13; casll p. 73.17; 28l p. 75.16; gptoll
p. 85. 7; A&_\] p. 87.2; 1 tb0 p. 87.17; Aladtaato
p- 90. 1; o2) p. 94. 35 o] p. 97. 205 14%s30 p. 103, 10;
~al] p. 104, 7; whlul] p. 104 85 L3l p. 107. 2; @o32)

p. 108. 2; 12:0aa p. 113 4; lopa0) p. 115. 25 waliN p. 119,
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INTRODUCTION. XIX

5; Al\\nge p. 123. 16; D014 p. 129. 15 ; Lo/ p. 131
19; Aloohmto p.132.2; 1uyato p. 184 15; aalol] p.
134.19; 0N\ at p.137.10; @asatol] p. 138 7; aadlad
p.138.7; 12auls p.138. 95 12 p. 140. 2; 1Aaps p. 141,
5; QoA p. 141,125 w201L] p. 148. 15; ]Ss_ol] p. 149, 17;
121,% p. 155. 105 aNaatol] p. 162. 13; «myfto p. 164 18;
anmaloN p. 165, 2; Sl p. 166, 18; A&"\\’u p. 169.10;
Lao] p.170. 155 [83seato p. 171 15 woL0ea22 P. 179,
13; 105020 p. 18155 wataus] p. 183.6; AN]a p. 186. 10;
La2t0S p. 190. 105 0380l p. 191 3; GLaXyT p. 191 55
Slasor p. 191115 $onmo p. 193, 2; MaaD p. 195.18;
A5G p. 199. 2; (.Jél'so p- 200.10; ai3tollo p. 205. 14;
o19531y p. 207. 15; 180808 e p. 209. 6; 125\ p. 209, 12;
Mol p. 221, 15; @Dl p. 223. 6; ovale] p. 223, 17;
280D . 225 4; Qutsul0 p. 226. 25 a5l p. 227. 9;
101808 p. 228.3; a0 p. 228,165 Lupatao p. 229, 12;
atitol] p. 231 6; S1satoN p. 232, 145 JALL) p. 285, 11;
QoA p. 239, 10; $o1as3o p. 245, 11; ....01.._1m_'§1§1 P.
245. 12; waml] p. 246. 45 @ISL p. 247, 13; WD p. 248,
2; .....ou.!o&:k_.-_: p. 250. 11; .a_L&:_)Z] p. 257.9; [\D;c:l._..g p-

258.7; +3080 p. 259.19; 108501 p. 262.9; ;080 p. 263. 13;
b2
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XX INTRODUCTION.

<ADrQN00 p. 264. 25 200 p. 264 8; auplatoy p. 266
12; owo:0] p. 266. 16; Qo0 p. 266. 18; bo.&c:ll\_!o p. 269.
12; \&D][\Jo p- 269, 14 ; ,.._M.J p- 271. 11; hS?AJ’ p. 273. 3;
wtlly p. 273,18,

In this manuscript £]80,0 is usually written Alm,o, with
] above; other words written with | above are A..,,..,... p 11,

note 8 ; ‘I,Al p. 33. 21; (..-.lk.é,_\. p- 165. 5; t“‘ll p. 227.

7; C---II-N p- 230. 2; and 1l- p- 239.12. In this manuscript

words at the end of a line are frequently divided; Alexan-
der’s name is generally written in full, 003,402\ while in
A it is most frequently contracted. The MS. is paged from | to
lons : the following is the colophon :—

WodamaN uoesAHne woioiied Ja.a3N AsaMx

Bxdo 338n 32 20080 WAAAS A5 Liocw M
bhoox .o B9K oedy luodde  .MuH> Lol
o sl NesiAdato poiwode B2m0lo adllo
» vl 2aaNo wlaso
B35 WS ¢ B0 A LWwoxe BB W Mix

WM MaXT 4 lmRuamAl DA o & o gdsod
Baex ¢ Wiad (xowo WX (sic) blo WAN:2
o o0l ol 2SS 2l K ooo  Sen mdsesd
330 (p. wax) 20340 5.0 hodS S5 uwods sdaAl
Foodo .Hndo By ami  A0e\o0 2wy HSKS
iday 38803 B 1sdebe Wb Shayn iy

o

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107631175
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-63117-5 - The History of Alexander the Great, Being the Syriac Version
of the Pseudo-Callisthenes

Ernest A. Wallis Budge

Frontmatter

More information

INTRODUCTION. Xx1

Boag NSy aacedéamie Bead BdSeddo
Nsad (SoXdom APl WSoudidte .mdim AN
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WSsox Wi el Auniy Miwd 228 oMo
R> oajm ondy \Ego .83y Sado ey oumdes
:a;:&é .180as30 103 2.:;:.;90 iém).},: (sic) m\.\m
wIEHD o002 3oMdo LAY LA\ @ BoaTy olMsA®
o8 283 wwalo ol S el ondla.
edd93ape0 Mask Wi 2erg 1880 14 A addano
whiao Sida (p. &) Kidzbo Lb] LowBos BLE Lo
delaxo 2o Bd5axd  .lwope Dawd Xy anis
P W 193 Bopy s L2léx vves Boawde
HSGAAAN 7 2o o Mt MAals wdy il
lod) Madase i wor0Sad . 600a) eoa oorsn
| & ol
(5i) w3 3ao Padiseo thauds Huims  wdaal
A lde leddmo Py ger Ry Shesdx
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B0 @9 @i Baa) woleds, oSScA:t: (p. OX) 338 A3

sxdy ko mday thadtons od adalo w S
Daaddd el Lidanw pAw wédnesdn
BAL ‘:_oo' dwd @ M% woiodil oA\
I CLCT 18\v0 Bico Al 29033 ER-VCW
oo 30 o Asy & hodedooan Sharodd
worasl o Shadaass wal Zax MAds daed s3.De
Adope .Sde Boel 420502 153 24,53 mo5)
w20 W a3d AT AdEwo .30 AT .230d
D30, SuhoN0 53803 3020 (sic) .d0o Suiowo
Jssudo hdmie 12 Poje 2 eftax 2ASN. M2 N
BAK oAl (P 10%) X S6X L30) How M
1539 0839 i3 oudS 20320 audS utodoln Inar
(sic) Pox3 waroduly 2 San $haads Revs .uled
: posax a8\ omuio 33851 136wB) attux KA o3
& 23\ Jo Hy  } 60 838 L ocniiNes o) Lo
w55237503232) onox witkwo 002 dm & w0l
@ ‘.:n&s PARAY T

“Here ends the history of the achievements and wars of
Alexander the King of the Greeks, the son of Philip. To God
the Father who has aided, and the everlasting Son who has
assisted, and to the Holy Spirit the perfecter of all, be praise
and honour and dominion and exaltation and lasting gratitude,
now and ever, world without end.

“This book received conclusion and completion on the twelfth
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INTRODUCTION. xx1i1

day of the blessed month of Tammdz, on the fourth day of the
week (Wednesday), in the year two thousand one hundred and
fifty-five of the Greeks (A.D. 1844). Glory be to Him who makes
times pass away while He himself never passes away. Amen.

“It was written in the days of the admirable and energetic
chief Shepherd, the wonderful and excellent director, pure and
righteous and upright, the brilliant and illuminating star of
the sky of the Church, rich and deeply versed in ecclesiastical
doctrine, the wise sage and lawyer, thoroughly versed in the
Holy Scriptures, and abundantly nurtured with their fruits, that
is to say the understanding of them; the shepherd whose voice
whistleth sweetly to his rational flock, and whose word driveth
away the evening wolf like the smoke, Mar Simeon the Catholic
patriarch of the whole world. May his throne be established in
justice and all righteousness, and may his arm be strong in
victory which never......... , that he may bind and loose in
the height and in the depth, to the glory of his flock which
is redeemed by the blood of the side (of our Lord), and to the
pride of his people, who perpetually breathe the winds of his
teaching. Amen.

“[This book was written] also in the days of the chosen
shepherd and excellent governor and distinguished ruler, Mar
Gabriel the pious Metropolitan, the guardian of the throne of
Addai' and Marf. May he be strong and mighty in the victory
that is without equal and without like, to the glory of the
nation of Christ, and the pride of the congregation of Jesus,
redeemed by the blood which flowed from the right side, poured
out by the spear thrust in by the band of soldiers, through which
there is for all who receive it life and everlasting pleasure.
Amen.

«[This book] was written in the blessed and happy village
of Sir? near Kala of the Sdhabe® (i.e. the residence of the gen-

1 See Assemani, Bibliotheca Orientalis, t. iii, i. pp. 229, 611, and Badger,

The Nestorians and their Rituals, vol. 1. p. 136.
2 or { yus. Dr. Perkins, der Senior der Urumia Mission, hat seinen

bleibenden Aufenthalt in Seir, wo er auch das Seminar fiir die ménnliche
Jugend leitet etc. See Sandreczki, Reise nach Mosul und durch Kurdistan,

iid. p.151.

L

= Mr., u:,.l,;. u.O probably = &=\ castle, hence “the resi-

3 o~y

h—--s
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Xxiv INTRODUCTION.

tlemen), which is founded and ordered and built by the side of
the most holy convent of Mar Sargls and Mar Bakis'; may our
Lord Christ make it to flourish, and guard its indwellers from all
secret and open injuries. Amen.

“The deacon Aslan? the son of the deceased Muhattas®, the
son of Aslan, the son of Kari® the most wretched of all the
wretched, the most feeble of all the feeble, and most sinful of
all sinners, blackened, that is to say defiled and begrimed, these
pages. Pr'ythee pray on his behalf that peradventure he may
obtain compassion from the Lord. Amen.

“The priest Perkins, by race an Englishman, that is to say
from the country of America, the indefatigable and zealous
preacher and teacher and guide of the confession of Nestorian-
ism, took great pains and care to have a copy made of this book
of the History of Alexander the Macedonian King, that he might
read therein and profit thereby, and might benefit others. He
has for a few years dwelt in a strange land in the country
of Urmi®, with his American brethren in the spirit, Estakan
Sahab® [Mr. W. R. Stocking], Mr. Haldé [Mr. A. L. Holladay],
the doctor [Dr. Grant], Mr. Brayth [Mr. E. Breath], the printer,
Mr. Merik [Rev. J. L. Merrick), Mr. Estador [Lieut. Col. Stod-
dart], and Mr. Jans [Mr. W. Jones]’. These American brethren

dence of the missionaries.” Mr. Labaree says that the word n-O is used in
modern Syriac for any dwelling surrounded by a high wall.

1 Mr, Labaree tells me that the church of Mar Sergius and Mir Bacchus
is about one mile from the village of Sir, o

2 Turk. wLJ" “lion.” He died about the year 1877 being a very old
man.

w
"

3
U»JS\&

4 Turk. \ }_g or z;JS “black,” but generally used with some other name,.

& Urmi or Urmia is a district situated near the western shore of the lake of
that name in Kurdistin, and is the seat of the large and flourishing Mission
which was founded by Dr. Perking and his companions, whose names are given
above. ‘

& In Urmi Sdhab is used after the name, as in Hindustdn.

7 The names of the gentlemen inserted in my translation are obtained from
a perusal of 4 Residence of eight years in Persia, by the Rev. Justin Perkins,
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forsook father and mother, brethren and sisters and kin, for the
love of our Lord Jesus Christ. They came to this country
of Urmia, they opened schools, they opened a printing office!,
they sowed spiritual seed in the field of the hearts of every one
who is in name a Christian; they forsook the earthly mammon
and loved heavenly riches; and the Lord God will give them a
recompense for their works, whether it be good or whether it be
bad. Amen.

«“ Blessed be God, and His name be praised to all generations
world without end.”

The manuscript C is dated A. Gr. 2162 (=A.D. 1851) and
belongs to the Deutsche Morgenlindische Gesellschaft. It is
of paper and consists of 196 leaves paginated from 1 to 1aas;
a column of 18 lines occupies a page (page Qs has only 15
lines and page (1 has 19), and the leaves are 8%in. by 63.
Page | has an illuminated heading, and through the pattern
endorsed on squares, the following letters are written around
the top and sides:

10 2w lies ldeo KL ol amsolialds Ly

€«
.

the feeble one, the sinner deserving of perfect wrath.”

The quires, signed with letters, are twenty in number. The
manuseript is carefully written, with points, ete, as far as
p- h\{-ﬁo-n, but after this the writing is not so good, and some
of the pages appear to be by another hand. It agrees generally
with B as to the text, but there are no glosses. The pointing

has at times been carelessly executed, for example o for uO,

o is used for © in writing the same word in different places;

< is confused with +; and the same proper name is often differ-
ently vowelled. This manuscript was presented to the German
Oriental Society by the Rev. Justin Perkins in 1852. It will be

Andover, 1843. A very interesting life of Dr. Perkins was begun in ]‘,‘...501]
155123, p. 30, April, 1888.

v vt . e
Phautoe = wls dew
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XXV1 INTRODUCTION.

seen from the extracts given below® that he mentions having
made a translation of the History of Alexander the Great for
the American Oriental Society. This may exist in the Society’s
Library, but I have never seen it. I only know of the transla-
tion of the extracts printed in the Transactions of the American
Oriental Society, Vol. iv. pp. 359—440. A description of this
manuscript was given in Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenlin-
dischen Qesellschaft, viii. ss. 835—837, by P. Zingerle. His
estimate of the relation of the Syriac text to those of the Greek
and Latin is very good, and is as follows: “Soweit ich es mit
dem Werke von Weismann verglichen habe, ndmlich bis zum
13. Kapitel, welches die Geburt Alexander d. Gr. erzihlt, ist
diese syrische Alexandergeschichte nichts andres als eine Ueber-
setzung des Pseudo-Kallisthenes und zwar nach der Berarbeitung
des Julius Valerius, soweit die' von Weismann gelieferten
Ausziige in 2 Bande S. 227 ff. schliessen lassen ; denn der syr.
Codex beginnt ebenfalls mit der Beriihmtheit der Aegypter
in der Weisheit und den Wahrsagerkiinsten . . .. Die Abweich-
ungen der syrischen Erzéhlung sind der Hauptsache nach (so
weit ich sie verglichen) wenig bedeutend: hie und da ein
verschiedener Name oder eine kleine Erweiterung, eine Abén-
derung von Nebenumstinden.”
The colophon is as follows :—

65340001 uoneTADH0 uoloiiead 2AAxh Awdx
3sNo :3adn 22 1000 1 WAlA.S A3 Lial A%
poox s 35\ oaHy Moido o) mwodw

1 Aus zwei Briefen des Miss. Hrn, Perking in Urmia, von 23. Mai und
1 Juni 1850. *“Ich habe seit einigen Monaten eine in syrischer Sprache abge-
fasste Geschichte Alexander’s des Grossen in Hinden, von welcher ich in meinen
wenigen Mussestunden eine Uebersetzung fiir die American Oriental Society
ausarbeite. Wir fanden die Handschrift bei den Nestorianern, der Inhalt ist
ein Gemisch von spit-griechischen und muhammedanischen Erdichtungen.”
ZDMG Vol. 4,8.519. Aus einem Briefe des Mission, J. Perkins an Prof. Fleischer,
Orumia, d. 29. Mirz 1851. — “Eine Abschrift der altsyrischen sogenannten
Geschichte Alexanders mit meiner nan fertigen Uebersetzung schicke ich an die
Amerikanische Morgenlindische Gesellschaft, Eine andere Abschrift des Textes
fiir Thre Gesellschaft will ich den Exemplaren unserer Druckschriften beilegen,
welche ich Ihnen statt der, wie es scheint, verloren gegangenen Sendung von
J. 1849 zu schicken gedenke.” ZDMG Vol, 5, S. 393.
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e5350) 1803 wWik00 20102 AT ¢ W02 .. SoLEI ¢
PR BERRUCA THE A VA YV

“ Here ends the History of the achievements and wars of
Alexander the King of the Greeks, the son of Philip. To God
the Father who has aided, ete.

“This book received conclusion and completion on the ninth
day of the blessed month of Tammtz, on the second day of the
week (Monday), in the year two thousand one hundred and
sixty-two of the Greeks, i.e. A.D. 1851.” From here to w000
the colophon is the same as in B.

From this point to &S02 wd OmX , the colophon is the

same as in B; here however it continues: “The priest Aslan, the
son of the deceased Muhattas, the son of Aslan the son of Kéara,
and the deacon YAunin (Jonah) the son of Tamraz, the son of
Baboni, the son of the deceased Muhattas, blackened, that is
to say defiled and begrimed, these pages, etc.” A somewhat
longer list of names of the American brethren is given here,
viz.,, Mr. Stocking, Mr. Holladay, Mr. Wright, M.D., Mr. Breath,
Mr. Merrick, Lieut. Col. Stoddart, Mr. Jones, Mr. Kahran (Coch-
rane), Mr. Kavan (Coan)".

D is a paper manuscript, about 14 in. by 8%, consisting of
123 leaves paginated from 1 to \ei. The quires, signed with
letters, are 12 in number. One column of 22 lines occupies each
page. The manuscript is written in a fine, bold Nestorian
hand with numerous vowel-points, etc., and I owe the possession
of it to the kindness of the Rev. Benjamin Labaree, who spared
no pains in supervising the making of this copy from one in the
library of Dr. Shedd who was so kind as to allow it to be
made from that in his possession. The scribe, Oshana, tells
us in the colophon that the copy from which he made it was
full of variant readings and mistakes, and that he corrected
these wherever he was able to do so. He gives, also, a copy of
the colophon of the manuscript from which D was made. The
colophon of D reads:—

1 See Sandreczki, Reise nach Mosul, iii. p. 142.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107631175
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-63117-5 - The History of Alexander the Great, Being the Syriac Version
of the Pseudo-Callisthenes

Ernest A. Wallis Budge

Frontmatter

More information

XXX INTRODUCTION.
BA WedAS A5 Wi cidaxi Awdx
FETIIES TR ERCTRICT S - SRR AU
P CRNCL 2 150mA 61 2238 UD.13 1ad82 1 Hhuluxeo Shixy
@00 Booud 3A1 w2 = hANASA sy . amiaaii
ohoddw waio 0510 A3 Asamwy K30 Suds
S3ox i) hawd hesd woda :uwdoly thaowns
..:.-A S 180 audale & fmapp) BABSA dméd
in ¢ Lodowsy PRiwly uinacwis Lany s
& w0550 Ixab orex wikoo BASD Jod:
S1pp wbr Lugly 231 003 L85 Hand a2 Spe
MAXI Bono BasS e Hixjo 88ex Mo W9 Awed
dishvo 1yhd oxd ASshmi Kre .dat b
& I
00T w0 BEM 1d RS AaIADY Ses
Aadignn « 336) hAx31 Sl w03 3\ 25 w6 Aaab?
2605 oo sodormp RAdwl Mdx GAs Badd
&0l ¢ o) J3E0 Jpw opex zuxdp
2adx 2k 3002 1552 A3 Iw Hugl P Mg
q.:.as.s., oSS'N\Zo &_s....o&&lo Lodotoy laidwl
GTOGEMDD 1w Kugl 0 2o (56MS Wil Sod
WBas Al NIX AR wio ABAIND ¢ X5 @
WBBD0 © MI200 WARALA . Gatx Lidp Shaud Mesd
LY N F W FET PR AU RV LY T U T ECH

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107631175
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107631175: 


