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Authority and Expertise in Ancient Scientific Culture

Howdid ancient scientific and knowledge-ordering writersmake their

work authoritative? This book answers that question for a wide range

of ancient disciplines, from mathematics, medicine, architecture and

agriculture, through to law, historiography and philosophy (focusing

mainly but not exclusively on the literature of the Roman Empire).

It draws attention to habits that these different fields had in com-

mon, while also showing how individual texts and authors manip-

ulated standard techniques of self-authorisation in distinctive ways.

It stresses the importance of competitive and assertive styles of self-

presentation, and also examines some of the pressures that pulled in

the opposite direction by looking at authorswho chose to acknowledge

the limitations of their own knowledge or resisted close identification

with narrow versions of expert identity. A final chapter by Sir Geoffrey

Lloyd offers a comparative account of scientific authority and expertise

in ancient Chinese, Indian and Mesopotamian culture.

jason könig is Professor of Greek at theUniversity of St Andrews.

This is the third in a trilogy of volumes arising from a Leverhulme-

funded research project, ‘Science and Empire in the Roman World’,

which ran from 2007 to 2010 in St Andrews; the other two volumes,

Ancient Libraries and Encyclopaedism from Antiquity to the Renais-

sance, were both published by Cambridge University Press in 2013.

greg woolf is Professor of Classics and Director of the Institute

of Classical Studies in London. He co-directed the project, ‘Science

and Empire in the RomanWorld’, at St Andrews and co-edited the two

previous books resulting from it.
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sity ofHawai‘i atMānoa.His edition of Artemidorus’Oneirocriticawas pub-

lished in 2012.

harry hine is Emeritus Professor in the School of Classics at the Uni-

versity of St Andrews. He has edited Seneca’s Natural Questions, and has

published widely on Seneca and on Latin technical and scientific literature.

emily kneebone is College Lecturer in Classics at Newnham College,

Cambridge, and Co-Investigator of the AHRC research project ‘Greek Epic

of the Roman Empire: A Cultural History’ (University of Cambridge). She

has published articles on imperial Greek prose and poetry, including Jose-

phus and Quintus of Smyrna, and is currently completing a monograph on

Oppian’s Halieutica.

alice könig is Lecturer in Latin at the University of St Andrews.

She works on Domitianic, Nervan and Trajanic literature, ancient techni-

cal/scientific writing (especially Vitruvius and Frontinus) andmilitary writ-

ing. She is currently working on a monograph which will bring Frontinus’

surviving works into dialogue with each other. She is also running a collab-

orative research project on ‘Literary Interactions under Nerva, Trajan and

Hadrian’ based at the University of St Andrews.

leah kronenberg is Associate Professor of Classics at Rutgers Univer-

sity. She is the author of Allegories of Farming from Greece and Rome: Philo-

sophical Satire in Xenophon, Varro, and Virgil (2009), as well as articles on

Catullus, Virgil and Ovid.

daryn lehoux is Professor of Classics at Queen’s University, Ontario.

He is the author of Creatures Born of Mud and Slime (forthcoming), What

Did the Romans Know? (2012), and Astronomy, Weather, and Calendars in

the Ancient World (2007), as well as co-editor (with A. D. Morrison and A.

Sharrock) of Lucretius: Poetry, Philosophy, Science (2013).

sir geoffrey lloyd is Emeritus Professor of Ancient Philosophy and

Science at the University of Cambridge and Senior Scholar at the Need-

ham Research Institute. His most recent books are The Ideals of Inquiry: An

Ancient History (2014) and Analogical Investigations: Historical and Cross-

Cultural Perspectives on Human Reasoning (2015).

www.cambridge.org/9781107629646
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-62964-6 — Authority and Expertise in Ancient Scientific Culture
Edited by Jason König , Greg Woolf 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

List of Contributors ix

reviel netz is Professor of Classics at StanfordUniversity. Hismain field

is the history of pre-modern mathematics. His research involves the wider

issues of the history of cognitive practices, e.g. visual culture, the history of

the book, literacy and numeracy. His books include The Shaping of Deduc-

tion in Greek Mathematics: A Study in Cognitive History (1999), The Trans-

formation of Early MediterraneanMathematics: From Problems to Equations

(2004) and Ludic Proof: Greek Mathematics and the Alexandrian Aesthetic

(2009).

ralph m. rosen is Vartan Gregorian Professor of Humanities and Clas-

sical Studies at the University of Pennsylvania. He has published widely in

various areas ofGreek andRoman literature, intellectual history and ancient

medicine. His most recent book is Making Mockery: The Poetics of Ancient

Satire (2007). He is also co-editor (with Lesley Dean-Jones) ofAncient Con-

cepts of the Hippocratic: Papers Presented at the XIIIth International Hip-

pocrates Colloquium (2015).

michael trapp is Professor of Greek Literature and Thought at King’s

College London.His books includeMaximus of Tyre: The Philosophical Ora-

tions (1997), Philosophy in the Roman Empire: Ethics, Politics and Society

(2007) and (as editor) Socrates from Antiquity to the Enlightenment and

Socrates in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries (both 2007). He is now

working on a revision and completion of the Loeb Classical Library edition

of Aelius Aristides.

katharina volk is Professor of Classics at Columbia University and

the author of monographs on Latin didactic poetry, the astrological poet

Manilius and Ovid. She is currently working on a book on the intellectual

history of the late Roman Republic.

nicolas wiater is Lecturer in Classics at the University of St Andrews.

His major publications include The Ideology of Classicism: Language, His-

tory, and Identity in Dionysius of Halicarnassus (2011), a newGerman trans-

lation with commentary of Dionysius’ Roman Antiquities (volume 1 pub-

lished in 2014) and The Struggle for Identity: Greeks and Their Past in the

First Century BCE (2011) (jointly edited with Thomas A. Schmitz). His cur-

rent projects include a new commentary on the third book of Polybius’His-

tories.

johannes wietzke received his PhD in Classics from Stanford Univer-

sity and is currently Visiting Assistant Professor in the Department of Clas-

sics at Carleton College, Texas. He is preparing a monograph on authorship

and self-canonisation in ancient scientific, technical and expository writing.

www.cambridge.org/9781107629646
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-62964-6 — Authority and Expertise in Ancient Scientific Culture
Edited by Jason König , Greg Woolf 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Preface

This book is the third in a trilogy of edited volumes arising from a project

on ‘Science and Empire in the Roman World’ which ran in St Andrews

from 2007 to 2010, funded by the Leverhulme Trust; the others are Ancient

Libraries and Encyclopaedism from Antiquity to the Renaissance, both pub-

lished by Cambridge University Press in 2013. The project as a whole was

a joint enterprise, but Jason König took the lead in assembling this final

collection and bringing its editing to completion. This third volume arose

from a series of workshops and conferences on scientific writing and on sci-

entists and professionals in the ancient world which took place during the

second half of the project. Very few of the chapters below were delivered

as papers – most were commissioned and designed afterwards – so this is

not in any sense a conference volume, but we are very grateful to all who

attended those events to give papers and to contribute to our discussions,

which had a formative influence over our plans for the volume as a whole.

Among other things, they helped to convince us even further of the value

of examining a wide range of different disciplines together in order to see

better the cross-fertilisation between them. In that sense the word ‘science’

in the title is intended in the most capacious sense possible, to encompass

the whole industry of ancient knowledge-ordering, not just what we would

refer to now as ‘scientific’ and technical topics, but also fields like law, histo-

riography and generalship, which are not often studied as part of the history

of ancient science. We are grateful to the Leverhulme Trust for funding that

project, to Katerina Oikonomopoulou, who collaborated with us in organ-

ising all of these events as postdoctoral fellow for the project, and toMichael

Sharp and all at Cambridge University Press. In what follows we have gen-

erally preferred Latinate spellings of Greek names, except where the Greek

version seems more familiar or more appropriate.
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of Ancient Natural Scientists, London.

K Kühn, K. G. (ed.) (1821–33) Opera omnia Claudii Galeni, Leipzig.

N Nickel, D. (2001) Galen: Über die Ausformung der Keimlinge

(CMG 5.3.3), Berlin.

Varro, ARD Varro, Antiquitates rerum divinarum
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