
   The Amazon from an International Law Perspective 

  With a vast river network and rain forests extending over eight South American coun-
tries, the Amazon plays a vital role in maintaining biodiversity, regional hydrology, and 
 terrestrial carbon storage. Due to its ecological characteristics, this region benefi ts not 
only the Amazon States, but also the international community at large. The rapid clear-
ing of the Amazon forests, in particular, affects the balance of the global environment, 
 exacerbating global warming trends and contributing to biodiversity loss. This book 
examines whether international law has an impact on the preservation of the Amazon 
and to what extent international cooperation can help protect this region. It examines 
both how the Amazon countries cooperate with each other, as well as how they coop-
erate with the broader international community. The book also explores whether the 
Amazon should be granted a special legal status and the possible implications in terms 
of international cooperation. 

 Beatriz Garcia is a Research Fellow at the Australian Centre for Climate and Environ-
mental Law at Sydney Law School. She completed her PhD at the Graduate Institute of 
International and Development Studies in Geneva, Switzerland. She has worked at the 
Biodiversity and Climate Change Section of the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development, particularly on projects related to the Amazon. She has held positions 
at government agencies in Brazil and provided advice to institutions such as the Amazon 
Cooperation Treaty Organization.    
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xv

 This book covers international treaties adopted by the Amazon States  inter se  since 
the end of the nineteenth century, when most of them attained independence from 
European colonial powers, until the present. It also includes nonbinding instru-
ments, such as decisions, declarations, and plans of action, adopted under the aegis 
of subregional and regional organizations in which one or more Amazon States 
participate. 

 Most of the primary information related to the 1978 Amazon Cooperation Treaty 
(ACT) (for example, amendments, regulations, resolutions, presidential and minis-
terial  declarations, minutes of meetings, etc.) can be found in successive publica-
tions of a document published by the Pro Tempore Secretariats of the ACT entitled 
“The Legal Basis of the Amazon Cooperation Treaty.” Judicial decisions on matters 
related to the environment or indigenous communities, issued by tribunals estab-
lished under subregional and regional organizations (i.e. the Court of Justice of the 
Andean Community, Mercosur’s Permanent Court of Appeal and Ad Hoc Tribunals, 
and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights) are also examined here. 

 Apart from the information gathered at the library resources in Geneva, particu-
larly at the United Nations library, other sources such as early bilateral treaties on 
boundaries and fl uvial navigation among the Amazon States, or speeches delivered 
at the time of the adoption of the ACT, were collected at the Brazilian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Federal Council of Justice (Conselho da Justiça Federal) in 
Brasília. Information was also collected during the author’s short stay at the Amazon 
Cooperation Treaty Organization (January 2007) and at the Núcleo de Altos Estudos 
Amazônicos at the Federal University of Pará in Belém (December 2006). On both 
these occasions, interviews were conducted with various organizations and govern-
ment agencies.  
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  UNTS      United Nations Treaty Series   
  v.      versus   
  VERs      verifi ed emission reductions   
  WCED      World Commission on Environment and Development   
  WCMC      World Conservation Monitoring Centre   
  WHC      World Heritage Committee   
  WHO      World Health Organization   
  WRI      World Resources Institute   
  WTO      World Trade Organization   
  WWF      World Wildlife Fund for Nature     
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