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In many languages, the objects of transitive verbs are either marked by
grammatical case or agreement on the verb, or they remain unmarked: this
is differential object marking. This book is a cross-linguistic study of how
differential object marking is affected by information structure, the structur-
ing of the utterance in accordance with the informational value of its elements
and contextual factors. Marked objects tend to be associated with old infor-
mation or information that the sentence is about, while unmarked objects
tend to express new information. The book also sheds light on grammatical
patterning in languages with differential object marking: in some languages
marked and unmarked objects have identical grammatical properties, whereas
in other languages marked objects are more active in syntax. Finally, it pro-
vides a theory of the historical changes that led to the emergence of various
patterns of differential object marking.
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List of Abbreviations

We have regularised some of the glosses and the transcription of the original
sources. We use the following abbreviations:

Abs absolutive
Acc accusative
Adv adverb
All allative
AN action nominal
Art article
Asp aspect
Attr attributive
Aug augmentative
Aux auxiliary
C completive
Caus causative
Cl classifier
Com comitative
Conv converb
Cop copula
Dat dative
Decl declarative
Det determiner
Dim diminutive
Dir directive
Dur durative
Du dual
Erg ergative
Expl expletive

Ez ezafe
Fem feminine
Foc focus
Fut future
Gen genitive
Hab habitual
Hon honorific
Imp imperative
Impf imperfective
Imprs impersonal
Indef indefinite
Indic indicative
Inf infinitive
Instr instrumental
Interj interjection
Intr intransitive
Irr irrealis
Loc locative
Masc masculine
Mod modal
Neg negation
NMLZ nominalisation
Nom nominative
Obj object marker or

object agreement

Obl oblique agreement
P potential
Part participle
Pas passive
Perf perfective
Pl plural
Poss possessive
Postess postessive
Prep preposition
Pres present
Prog progressive
Proh prohibitive
Pron pronominal
Purp purposive
Q question
Rel relative form or

relative pronoun
Rep reportative
Sg singular
Spec specific
Subj subject agreement
Sub subordinate
Supess superessive
Top topic
Tr transitive
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