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THE MANUSCRIPTS OF THE HIPPOCRATIC

COLLECTION

HE Hippocratic Collection is a miscellany of books
which probably represents the library of the Coan
school of medicine. Losses on the one hand, and
additions on the other, have resulted in the extant corpus,

which contains some seventy works!.

Many of these books were for centuries the practical
manuals of medical students and doctors, and it is not sur-
prising that the manuscripts are many and various?. None
of them, however, contains the whole corpus, though the two
Paris manuscripts, 2255 and 2254, written by the same
scribe in the fifteenth century, omit when taken together
very little that is included in Littré’s nine volumes. Some
manuscripts contain thirty or more treatises, some several,

others only one.

The manuscripts may be divided roughly into three

classes.
(1) Our best authorities:
(a) Vindobonensis med. IV (f) xth cent.

(b) Parisinus 2253 (A) x1th cent.
(¢) Parisinus 446 suppl. (C’) xth cent.

(d) Laurentianus 74, 7 (B) xth cent. (?)3.

1 Jones Hippocrates 1 pp. xxii—xxx.
2 Ibid. p. Ixiii.
3 None of these manuscripts contains Oat?.
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THE DOCTOR’S OATH 3

As no treatise is common to any two of these manu-
scripts, it is impossible to decide whether they repre-
sent one “family”” or more than one. Perhaps
Urbinas 64 ought to be included in this class, but
as far as I can judge the text it gives is not quite
so pure as that of the other four!.

(2) Vaticanus Graecus 2762, and the manuscripts closely
allied to it, if not actually copied from it, namely
Parisinus 2146, Holkhamensis 282 and Palatino-
Vaticanus 1923,

(3) Marcianus Venetus 269%, and the manuscripts allied
to it, which include most of the recentiores, more or
less ““edited.”

A study of the Hippocratic text will convince any inquirer
that it has not been preserved with verbal fidelity. At some
period, or periods, in the history of the text, little care seems
to have been given to literal faithfulness provided that the
general sense was kept. There was no spirit of reverence
among the possessors of manuscripts like that which has
kept comparatively pure the text of many classical authors.
The Hippocratic works are text-books, not literary master-

1 Tt appears to me to be very closely allied to Littré’s “‘S,” an early Paris MS
(Paris. 2228). I base this conclusion on my collation of Apkorisms in Urb. 64. The
Milan manuscript Ambros. B 113 sup. contains much the same collection of works,
including an excerpt from IIepl puoév.

2 See below, p. 4.

3 Holk. 282 and Paris. 2146 were written by the same scribe. The handwritings

are without doubt identical. Dr Minns after a close examination confirms my view.
4 See p. 4.
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4 THE DOCTOR'S OATH

pieces. Hence transpositions of words, glosses, interpola-
tions, are more than usually common. Is there any parallel
to the freedom with which the writer of the Christian oath
treated his original?

MANUSCRIPTS OF OATH

The best manuscripts containing Oa#k are the following:

(1) Urbinas 64 fol. 116 (in the Vatican Library), a manuscript
of the tenth or eleventh century. Itis very different from the
manuscripts which follow, as it contains Oath modified “so
that a Christian may take it.” Its version of Oath is given in
facsimile as frontispiece,

(2) Marcianus Venetus 269 (M) fol. 12, an eleventh-century
manuscript in the Library of St Mark at Venice.

(3) Vaticanus Graecus 276 (V) fol. 1, a twelfth-century manu-
script in the Vatican Library at Rome.

I have collated these manuscripts from rotographs.

The later manuscripts are:

(1) The Christian form:
Ambros. B 113 sup. (x1vth cent.) fol. 203v. A facsimile
is given on p. 26.
Bonon. 3632 (xvth cent.) fol. 28.

(2) The usual form:

Paris MSS: 2140 (xmth—xmith cent.)? fol. gv.
2142 (xmith-xivth cent.)? fol. 12v.
1 So Diels. Littré (I s21) puts the date a century later.

2 The part containing Oat# is in the later of the two hands in which this MS is
written.
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2143 (x1vth cent.) fol. 11.
2144 (x1vth cent.) fol. 13.
2596 (xtvth cent.) fol. 185V
2047 (xvth cent.) fol. 16.
2141 (xvth cent.) fol. 8v.
2145 (xvth cent.) fol. 14.
2148 (xvth cent.) fol. 1.
2255 (xvth cent.) fol. 55.
2146 (xvith cent.) fol. 1.
Suppl. gr. 608 (xvith cent.) fol. 178v.
Rome MSS: Urbinas 68 (x1vth cent.) fol. 16.
Vaticanus 277 (x1vth cent.) fol. 25.
Palatinus 192 (xvth cent.) fol. 1.
Reg. Suec. 182 (xvth cent.) fol. 16.
Vaticanus 2238 (xvth cent.) fol. 180.
Florence MSS: Laurentianus plut. 74, 1 (xvth cent.)
fol. gv.
Laurentianus plut. 74, 13 (xvth cent.)
fol. 7.
Milan MS: Ambrosianus B 113 sup. (x1vth cent.) fol. 2.
London MSS: Arundel 538 (xvth cent.) fol. 19.
Stowe 1073 (xvith cent.) fol. 2.
Oxford MSS: Baroccian 204 (xvth cent.) fol. g.
Miscell. 132 (xvith cent.) fol. 1.
Vienna MS: Vindobonensis 4772 fol. 105.
Prague MS: Vindobonensis Philol. 219 (x1vth cent.)fol.140.
Escurial MS: Scorialensis 3 IT 5 (xvth cent.) fol. 28v.
Cambridge MS: Caius 50 (xvth—xvith cent.) fol. 1.

Therearealsosixteenth-centuryMSSat Athos (BIBA. MON.

1 There is in the Escurial a copy of this manuscript made in the sixteenth cen-
tury, when the original was not in Milan but in Venice. See Dietz Scholia in
Hippocratem et Galenum 11 pp. v and vi.
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6 THE DOCTOR'S OATH

IBHP. 4302.182 fol. 8v), Leyden (Voss. fol. 10), and at
Copenhagen (Hauniens. ant. fund. reg. 224).

Nearly all the recentiores appear to be closely related to M
or V, mostly the former.

The descriptions of the manuscripts I have taken from
Diels!. His foliation is often wrong®, and where possible
I have corrected it.

For the pagan oath I have recorded the readings of M,
V and R (Vaticanus Graecus 277), a fourteenth-century
manuscript which is perhaps the best of the recentiores.

In making my apparatus criticus 1 have noticed every
variant, with the exception of punctuation marks, accents
and omitted iota subscript.

Neither M nor V has any notes, but R has several. There
is a long marginal note on yevéryow, which Littré quotes
from the margin of Paris. 2255 (E). It has pdprvpas
written over {ioTopas, ovupwviav over Evyypadiv,
cupwrias over Evyypadijs and some case of wapdriyos
over wapayye\ins. In the margin vmobhjoopar cupBoviiny is
written as an explanation of d¢nyrjoonar vpuBoviiny.

1 Die Handschriften der antiken Arxte.

2 E.g. “Laurent. plut. 74, 3 p. 188 b’ should be “‘fol. 191v,” and the version is
that given on p. 57. So too Vat. 2304 [once 2217] fol. 1 contains the same metrical
oath, with an extra line after émd(ew, which seems to be:

ofite xdpw Pulins érépe kaka veipar Vro....
Diels, however, gives it as a manuscript of the ordinary oath. The Librarian of the
Estense Library, Modena, has sent me a transcript of Mutinensis 61 fol. 29v. It too
contains the metrical oath. Again, Oat? is on fol. 16 of Urbinas 68, not on fol. 4,
as Diels says. Vindobonensis Philol. 219 is at Prague, not Vienna. This list of errors
shows how much spade work remains to be done for the Hippocratic Collection.
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THE DOCTOR'S OATH 7

The text printed below does not pretend to be more than
an attempt to reproduce the archetype of M, V and R—in
other words the rextus recepins of mediaeval times. In two
respects at least the printed text must be faulty:

(1) The aorists yyrfoasclar, kowdoacbfal, movjoacfac
cannot be co-ordinate with the futures émxpuweiv

and dudaterr.

(2) The infinitive elpfew cannot be co-ordinate with the

indicative yproopar.

I have, however, left these errors in the text because,
although it would be easy enough to write something gram-
matical with the required sense, yet they appear to represent
a combination or conflation of earlier forms, and it is not
yet possible, if it ever will be possible, to determine what
these forms originally were. Fortunately the uncertainty of
the text does not represent a corresponding uncertainty of
the sense.

The spelling has been modified so as to follow the rules
laid down in the Teubner edition of Hippocrates (Kithlewein).
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8 THE DOCTOR’'S OATH

ITMOKPATOYC OPKOC

‘Ouviow "Amoriwva inTpov xai "AckAymiov kai ‘Tyelav xal
Mavdkeiay xai Geovs mwdvras Te Kai wdoas, (oTopas Tolevuevos,
émiTeNéa woujoew Kata SUvauiy Kal kpiow éuny Sprov Tovde Kai
auyypapny Tiivde*

€ 4 ! \ / ’ \ 14 4 s 7
5 TovicacOaite Tov 8uddEavtd pe Ty Téxvny TavTy ica yevéTyow
éuolot, kai Piov rowdoachar, xal xpedv xpnifovte perddooiv

14 \ ’ oy 3y ~ ~ bl b ~ 3
wovjcacbas, kai yévos To €€ avTod adehpois loov émikpivetv dppeat,
xai 8idafew Tiv Téyvmy TavTyy, fv ypnilwar pavldvew, dvev

~ ~ 4 ~
uiebod ral ouvyypadiis, wapayyeNins Te kai dxporoios kai THS
10 Aourijs amdans pabioios perddoow mwoujocaclar Tuioiot Te éuotae
xai Tolot Tob éué Sidakavtos, kal palbntic: cuyyeypauuévors Te
kai Gpkiopévors vouw MTpLrw, GANE 8¢ ovdevi.

14 7 4 3 Al ¥ I 4 \ 4

Stautiuact Te ypijoopar ém dPekely xKauvévTov Kata Svvauly

\ 7 b3 / 3 \ 4 A \ b 1 4
Kkal kpiow éuiy, émi dn\ijaer 8¢ kal adikiy TelpewT.

I 1 dpvie MV uvvu R. 2 mwdvras ¢ MR dwavras V. 2, 3 So MR.
V has {uTopas+ mowetpevos émireNéa moinav. 4 ovyypagpnv V (with £ written
over the o) fvyypagpiv MR. 5 7e V 8¢ MR. R adds «ai after {oa and
reads yevéraiow. Probably the aorists jyjoacfa, kewdcacbay, moujeacdar
should be changed to futures. 6 époigi VR éuoiow M.  xpedv MR ypéovs V,
which also reads ypnlovri. 7 éwiréov MR. V omits kai yévos to perddooey
romoacba. émixpwéey MR, 9 Evyypapis M Evyypagis R. 11 pafy-
raict MVR. 12 M has bpkifopévos, the three dots meaning that -¢- is
to be considered erased. 14 émi SnAnoer VR émdninoec M. eipfewv MV
eipfew R. Perhaps eipfo should be read.
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THE DOCTOR’S OATH 9

PAGAN OATH
TRANSLATION

I swear by Apollo Physician, by Asclepius, by Health,
by Heal-all, and by all the gods and goddesses, making them
witnesses, that I will carry out, according to my ability and
judgment, this oath and this indenture:

To regard my teacher in this art as equal to my parents;
to make him partner in my livelihood, and when he is in
need of money to share mine with him; to consider his
offspring equal to my brothers; to teach them this art, if
they require to learn it, without fee or indenturel; and to
impart precept, oral instruction, and all the other learning?,
to my sons, to the sons of my teacher, and to pupils who have
signed the indenture and sworn obedience to the physicians’
Law, but to none other.

I will use treatment to help the sick according to my
ability and judgment, but I will never use it® to injure or
wrong them.

1 It is uncertain whether the suvyypagy is a part of our extant text. It is the
same as the indenture mentioned a little later on, and possibly refers to the deed of
apprenticeship between master and pupil, and not to Oat#.

2 These strange phrases probably mean:

(@) wapayye\in, general rules of the art of medicine, as given for instance in
Precepts (Iapayyehiar).

(6) axponaus, oral instruction, probably esoteric.

(¢) n Nouwy) pdbnaus, practical instruction given in the surgery, like our
“‘walking the hospitals.”

3 The construction probably is, ‘I will keep away all treatment which is intended
to cause injury or wrong.”

J 2
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10 THE DOCTOR’S OATH

15 ob dwow 8¢ 008¢ Pdpuarov oddevi alrnbeis Gavdoiuov, 0vSE
4 ’ ’ ’ s ’ \ 3 \ \ \
Upnynoouar ocupBovhiny Tounvde* opoiws 8¢ ovdé yvvaiki meTaov
dbopiov Svaw* dyvds 8¢ kai ocolws Siatnpiow Biov éuov rai
Téxvny éunv.

3 14 \ 3 \ \ ~ y ’ \ ’ A ’
o Tepéw 8¢ o0d¢ pny MbidvTas, ékywpricw 8¢ épyaTnow avdpact
20 wpriEios THade.
b b ! \ ¢ ’ A y 7 y 4 b) Y ’ ’
és oiklas 8¢ ordaas v éoiw, éaelevaoual ém’ dpelein KapvorTwy,
b] \ I\ ! 3 I’ € / \ ’ ~ b4 \
ékTos éwy waans adikins éxovains kal ¢lopins, Tiis Te GAANS Kal
appodicior Epywr émi Te yuvaikelwy cwpdTey kal dvdpeiwy,
érevlépwy Te kal Sovrwy.
o\ Y A s
25 &8 &v év Oepamein 1) Idw 7) drovow, 1) kal dvev Oepameins kata
’ ’ ’ o \ / y ~ b4 / b
Biov avBpomwy, & py xpr wote éxhaeiobas Efw, auynoopar, dppnTa
nryevuevos elvar Ta TowadTa.
[ \ - ’ 3 ’ ’ \ \ /4
Sprov pév odv por Tovde émiteNéa moiéovti, Kal i ouyyéovTs,
t b / A\ ’ \ 4 / \ ~
€in émavpacOar kal Biov xai Téxvns Sofalouévey mapa maociw
kd

30 avfpwmors és Tov del ypovov, wapaBaivovt. 8¢ rai émiopréovTe

Tavavria TolTWY.

L 16 £vpBovhiny MVR. 16,17 So MV. ¢fépiov dévgw meaadv R. 17,18 So
MV. R places rév before éuov and ryv before éufjv. 19 dvdpdae VR dvdpdow M.
In V (as usual) wppéios appears as wppénos. 21 és Vels MR, 23 dvdpelov MV
avdpowy R. 25 V omits # before {8w: perhaps rightly. M and R have
Oeparnins. 26 éxAaléecfar MVR. 27 elvat Ta roatra MR 1d rowaira
elvac V. 28 Evyxéovre MVR. 30 és Vels MR, dei V alet MR. émiop-
xovvte MVR, 31 Tovréwy MVR,
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