Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-62574-7 - Religious and Cosmic Beliefs of Central Polynesia: In Two Volumes: Volume I
Robert W. Williamson

Frontmatter

More information

RELIGIOUS AND COSMIC
BELIEFS OF CENTRAL
POLYNESIA

IN TWO0 VOLUMES
VOLUME I

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107625747
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-62574-7 - Religious and Cosmic Beliefs of Central Polynesia: In Two Volumes: Volume I
Robert W. Williamson

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107625747
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-62574-7 - Religious and Cosmic Beliefs of Central Polynesia: In Two Volumes: Volume I
Robert W. Williamson

Frontmatter

More information

RELIGIOUS AND COSMIC
BELIEFS OF CENTRAL
POLYNESIA

BY
ROBERT W. WILLIAMSON, M.Sc.

AUTHOR OF THE MAFULU MOUNTAIN PEOPLE OF BRITISH
NEW GUINEA AND THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL
SYSTEMS OF CENTRAL POLYNESIA

IN TWO VOLUMES
VOLUME I

CAMBRIDGE
AT THE UNIVERSITY PRESS

1933

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107625747
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-62574-7 - Religious and Cosmic Beliefs of Central Polynesia: In Two Volumes: Volume I
Robert W. Williamson

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS
University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 8Bs, United Kingdom
Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107625747

© Cambridge University Press 1933

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 1933
First paperback edition 2013

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library
ISBN 978-1-107-62574-7 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate
or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107625747
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-62574-7 - Religious and Cosmic Beliefs of Central Polynesia: In Two Volumes: Volume I
Robert W. Williamson

Frontmatter

More information

PREFACE

IN his preface to his work, The Social and Political Systems
of Central Polynesia (Cambridge, 1924), my friend, the late
R. W. Williamson, alluded to his advanced age but stated that
he hoped to be able in the near future ‘“to produce a second
instalment, which will probably deal with a number of myths of
creation. . .the religions of the people, including their beliefs
as to the soul and the after-life. . .and their great army of gods
and spirits. . beliefs and ideas relating to certain sacred places and
objects, and other matters.” The work, as is usual, took longer
than its author anticipated, with the result that when Williamson
died, in January 1932, the manuscript of the present book
(which covers the cosmic myths and the soul and after-life only)
was still barely in Proof. The final sections—Parts vI and
vir—of Chapter xxviI had only been worked out in rough,
but the plan outlined was considered sufficiently definite
to justify their being published in their unfinished state.
Miss Muriel Campbell, Williamson’s secretary, has seen the
book through the Press at the request of Mrs Williamson and
the Executors, and has compiled the Index.

It remains to express my personal gratitude to Miss Camp-
bell for her devotion to the work, and to acknowledge facilities
given by the President and Council of the Royal Anthropo-
logical Institute of Great Britain and Ireland.

C. G. SELIGMAN
September 1933
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ERRATA

Volume I

p. 66, 1. 33. For as this lady’s name appears as a wife read as this lady
appears as the wife

p.88,1.7. For day and night and the sun were created read day and
night were created
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