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PREFACE

UITABLY to acknowledge the various obligations
incurred in the preparation of this study of the
origins of modern stage spectacle seems wellnigh im-
possible. Specific instances of indebtedness I have tried
to indicate in the foot-notes. But there remain to be
acknowledged those more general obligations, which,
while less definite, have been even more important in
determining the results of my work. The study was
undertaken as a dissertation for the Ph.D. degree at the
University of Chicago, and from the outset I had the
great privilege of the counsel and advice of Professor
J. M. Manly, who with Professor C. R. Baskervill
read the entire study, section by section, as it was
written. To them both and to Professor Myra Reynolds,
who was responsible for much of my initial interest in
the history of the theatre, I owe my sincere gratitude.
Most of my work has been done in the University of
Chicago Libraries, and to the librarians of these libraries
I am indebted for the courtesy and helpfulness which
made possible the securing of books necessary to
scattered investigation. To the Art Institute of Chicago
and particularly to the Burnham Architectural Library
of the Art Institute, I am indebted for access to most of
the works cited in the earlier chapters of this study; to
the librarian of the Burnham Library, Miss Marian
Cummings, I am indebted for help too extensive and
too varied to be adequately indicated. The librarians
of the Chicago Public Library, the Newberry Library,
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vi PREFACE

and the John Crerar Library of Chicago, and of the
New York Public Library and the Avery Architec-
tural Library of Columbia University have also given
courteous help. To the University of Columbia Library,
the Library of Congress, the Boston Public Library,
and the Harvard University Library I am indebted for
the loan of necessary books.

To the Master of Peterhouse, Sir A. W. Ward, who
read my work in manuscript, I am specially indebted.
But my greatest obligation is to Professor Manly, to
whom I owe both my interest in research and the training
that has made possible whatever is sound in my work.

L.B. C.

Los ANGELES,
CALIFORNIA, 1923.
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