
World Heritage
Benefi ts Beyond Borders

Published on the 40th anniversary of the World Heritage Convention, this 

 thematic collection of case studies provides a thorough understanding of 

World Heritage sites and their outstanding universal value in the context of 

sustainable development.

Th e case studies describe twenty-six thematically, typologically and region-

ally diverse World Heritage sites illustrating their benefi ts to local communi-

ties and ecosystems and sharing the lessons learned with the diverse range of 

stakeholders involved.

Th e volume emphasizes a holistic and integrated view of World Heritage, 

linking it to the role local communities play in management and protection, to 

issues of ecosystem sustainability, and the maintenance of biological, linguistic 

and cultural diversity.

Cross-disciplinary in its scope, this book will provide a meeting point for 

researchers, practitioners, community representatives and the wider public, 

and will promote cultural and natural heritage conservation as a key vector of 

sustainable development and social cohesion.
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Foreword
irina bokova – director-general of unesco

Th e 40th anniversary of the 1972 World Heritage Convention is an opportu-

nity to take stock of achievements and to chart a new course for the future.

For four decades, the World Heritage Convention has helped to safeguard 

extraordinary places around the world for the enlightenment and enjoyment 

of present and future generations. In so doing, the Convention has drawn a 

new map of the globe. Th is map shows the bridges that link societies, blurring 

the geographical boundaries between countries and illustrating the intimate 

relationship between culture and nature. Th is is a map for peace, and a net-

work for cultural exchanges that crosses the planet. To date, 190 States Parties 

have rallied around the simple but revolutionary idea that humanity is custo-

dian to heritage of ‘outstanding universal value’ that must be protected for the 

benefi t of all.

Many World Heritage sites carry iconic status – but it is time to look at them 

again, in order to forge new directions for their conservation and develop-

ment. Th is volume seeks to explore sustainability as the key goal for heritage 

management, today and in the future. Th e concept of ‘outstanding universal 

value’ has meaning only if it is embedded in a local ecology, in harmony with 

local communities, with biological and cultural as well as linguistic diversity.

Th is volume unpacks this concept through twenty-six case studies that 

show the commitment by States, local authorities and communities to con-

serving and safeguarding their heritage. Th is is critical for the credibility of 

the World Heritage Convention and its future. Each study illustrates the way 

communities, site managers and other actors work to bring together people 

and their heritage using World Heritage to meet the needs of both conserva-

tion and development.

World Heritage carries local meaning, but its stakes are global. As we debate 

the contours of a new global sustainability agenda, we must ensure that culture 

has a central place, as both a driver of sustainable development and a source 

of inspiration and hope. Cultural heritage is the way we understand the world 

and the means by which we shape it. It is rooted in our cultural identities and 
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x

FOREWORD

provides a source of wisdom and knowledge to strengthen sustainable devel-

opment policies and practices.

Th ese are the horizons as we look to the future of World Heritage. Heritage 

is a motor for people’s empowerment and sustainability – we must recognize 

this, understand it better and make the most of it, for local communities and 

humanity as whole.
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