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John Maynard Keynes (1883–1946) was without doubt one of the most influ-
ential thinkers of the twentieth century. His work revolutionised the theory
and practice of modern economics. It has had a profound impact on the
way economics is taught and written, and on economic policy, around the
world. The Collected Writings of John Maynard Keynes, published in full in
electronic and paperback format for the first time, makes available in thirty
volumes all of Keynes’s published books and articles. This includes writings
from his time in the India Office and Treasury, correspondence in which he
developed his ideas in discussion with fellow economists and correspondence
relating to public affairs. Arguments about Keynes’s work have continued
long beyond his lifetime, but his ideas remain central to any understanding of
modern economics, and a point of departure from which each new generation
of economists draws inspiration.

This volume, the fourth of six dealing with the Second World War, is con-
cerned with the origins of what became the International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank. It traces the origins of the ideas involved, the process
of argument and redrafting that occurred in Whitehall and the subsequent,
primarily Anglo-American, negotiations themselves. It takes the story up
to the Joint Bretton Woods Conference. As it contains copies of all drafts
of Keynes’s Clearing Union proposals, together with extensive sampling of
discussions with economists such as Dennis Robertson, James Meade, Roy
Harrod and Harry White, it combines the presentation of a set of ideas of
continuing relevance, with essential background material on the origins of an
important post-war international institution.
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