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Foreword
Deborah Callcott, Judith Miller and Susan Wilson-Gahan have written a timely, much 

needed and ambitious book for students preparing to become teachers of health and 

physical education. They valuably address the preparation of teachers across the whole 

age range of compulsory schooling, from early years to secondary school. This is some-

thing that is rarely done, perhaps due to the perceived divide between primary general-

ists and secondary specialists. Or, where the complete age range is considered, emphasis 

is often given to one group over the other. By taking a developmental perspective in this 

volume, the three authors seek to overcome some of the shortcomings of other teacher 

education texts. In so doing, they provide a strong sense of alignment of physical educa-

tion provision across the age range.

They also seek to align the subject matter of health and physical education, and infor-

mation and communication technology (ICT). This is a challenging task to do well since 

these bodies of knowledge in themselves are complex, with different histories and pedago-

gies in the school curriculum. In addition to the developmental perspective just mentioned, 

Callcott, Miller and Wilson-Gahan use scenarios and tasks skilfully to bring together and 

integrate this complex content for students. Along with this extensive use of scenarios is 

a further feature, which is to speak as directly as possible to individual student teachers 

and to prompt each one to locate the book’s concepts within their own experience, both 

past and present.

While other teacher education texts similarly make extensive use of scenarios and tasks, 

these three authors do so uniquely within a futures perspective. For students preparing to 

become teachers in 2012 and who may still reasonably expect to be teaching in 2042, this 

focus on futures is especially important and appropriate. The book approaches this futures 

issue by prompting students to consider their past and current experiences, and thus to 

consider temporality. More specifically, they are encouraged to consider change as a regu-

lar and routine feature of everyday life, both for them as teachers and for their pupils.

An enduring theme of the book is a concern for social justice. For Callcott, Miller 

and Wilson-Gahan this is no mere theoretical position or politically correct posture. It is 

instead a genuine desire to facilitate the preparation of teachers who can provide for the 

education of all children, not merely the motorically competent, surely one of physical 

education’s perennial shortcomings. In publically funded systems of education, all chil-

dren have a right to become the best they can be in a given curriculum topic. This book 

takes a strongly principled – though practical – approach to this issue.
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vi

Foreword

Finally this ambitious text is grounded in the most recent and relevant scholarly 

research in this field, exemplified by the focus on a models-based approach to physical 

education and frequent reference to the Sport Education model in particular as a means of 

achieving many of the authors’ goals. The research complements the authors’ long expe-

rience in preparing pre-service teachers to work in health and physical education. The 

result is a textbook written both for the practical immediacies of the present and for the 

uncertainties of the future.

David Kirk

April 2012
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