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THE RESTORATION OF JERUSALEM: THE PSALMS: 
ZECHARIAH 

In this chapter a chronology different from that generally accepted is 
given: at the beginning of the chapter both the ordinary chronology, 
and that which is here followed, are stated in a brief compendium. The 
story here followed runs thus: the first chapter of Ezra tells of the return 
under Cyrus (spoken of in chapter XIII. of this work): the history after 
this for 50 or 60 years is a blank (the second and third chapters of Ezra 
being erroneous history): but the Psalms will in great measure fill up this 
blank space. The book of Ezra, from chapter iv. 6 onwards, is genuine 
history, and relates to the reigns of Xerxes (Ahasuerus), Artaxerxes 
Longimanus, Darius Nothus, and Artaxerxes Mnemon. The return of 
Zerubbabel was in the reign of Darius Nothus, and the prophets Haggai 
and Zechariah prophesied at that time: many of the Psalms, notably the 
107th and 118th, are probably of the time of Zerubbabel. The book of 
Nehemiah is also genuine history; and the Antiquities of Josephus and the 
papyri of Elephantine supply interesting elements to fill up the narrative. 
This reading of history is supported by argument. At the close of the 
chapter the books of Job, Ecclesiasticus, Wisdom, etc., are mentioned 
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The more difficult arguments which support the view taken 
XIV. are inserted in this Appendix. 
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ments in support of this view 385-386 
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An account of the Maccabean wars: also of the book of Daniel (dated 
as contemporary with Antiochus Epiphanes). The history is briefly 
sketched up to the Christian era, and some other literary works are 
mentioned 387-407 
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