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PREFACE

This book is based on a course of lectures given more
than once at Oxford. Some who attended it have expres-
sed a wish that its substance might be given a more
permanent form.

I cannot boast that it contains much which a reader
could not have found out for himself if, at every hard
place in the old books, he had turned to commentators,
histories, encyclopaedias, and other such helps. I thought
the lectures worth giving and the book worth writing
because that method of discovery seemed to me and
seems to some others rather unsatisfactory. For one thing,
we turn to the helps only when the hard passages are
manifestly hard. But there are treacherous passages
which will not send us to the notes. They look easy and
aren’t. Again, frequent researches ad hoc sadly impair
receptive reading, so that sensitive people may even
come to regard scholarship as a baleful thing which is
always taking you out of the literature itself. My hope
was that if a tolerable (though very incomplete) outfit
were acquired beforehand and taken along with one, it
might lead in. To be always looking at the map when
there is a fine prospect before you shatters the ‘wise
passiveness’ in which landscape ought to be enjoyed.
But to consult a map before we set out has no such ill
effect. Indeed it will lead us to many prospects; including
some we might never have found by following our noses.

There are, I know, those who prefer not to go beyond
the impression, however accidental, which an old work

1X
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Preface

makes on a mind that brings to it a purely modern
sensibility and modern conceptions; just as there are
travellers who carry their resolute Englishry with them
all over the Continent, mix only with other English
tourists, enjoy all they see for its ‘quaintness’, and have
no wish to realise what those ways of life, those churches,
those vineyards, mean to the natives. They have their
reward. [ have no quarrel with people who approach the
past in that spirit. I hope they will pick none with me.

But I was writing for the other sort.
C.S. L.
MAGDALENE COLLEGE

July 1962
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