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About this Series

Cambridge A/AS Level History for AQA is an exciting new 
series designed to support students in their journey from 
GCSE to A Level and then on to possible further historical 
study. The books provide the knowledge, concepts and skills 
needed for the two-year AQA History A-Level course, but it is 
our intention as series editors that students recognise that 
their A-Level exams are just one step on to a potential lifelong 
relationship with the discipline of history. The book is thus 
littered with further readings, extracts from historians’ works 
and links to wider questions and ideas that go beyond the 
scope of an A-Level course. With this series, we have sought 
to ensure not only that the students are well prepared for 
their examinations, but also that they gain access to a wider 
debate that characterises historical study.

The series is designed to provide clear and efective support 
for students as they make the adjustment from GCSE to A 
Level, and also for teachers, especially those who are not 
familiar with teaching a two-year linear course. The student 
books cover the AQA specifications for both AS and A 
Level. They are intended to appeal to the broadest range of 
students, and they ofer not only challenge to stretch the top 
end but also additional support for those who need it. Every 
author in this series is an experienced historian or history 
teacher, and all have great skill both in conveying narratives 
to readers and asking the kinds of questions that pull those 
narratives apart. 

In addition to quality prose, this series also makes extensive 
use of textual primary sources, maps, diagrams and images, 
and ofers a wide range of activities to encourage students 
to address historical questions of cause, consequence, 
change and continuity. Throughout the books there 
are opportunities to critique the interpretations of 
other historians, and to use those interpretations in the 
construction of students’ own accounts of the past. The 
series aims to ease the transition for those students who 
move on from A Level to undergraduate study, and the books 
are written in an engaging style that will encourage those 
who want to explore the subject further. 

Icons used within this book include:

About Cambridge Elevate

Cambridge Elevate is the platform which hosts a digital 
version of this Student Book. If you have access to this digital 
version you can annotate diferent parts of the book, send 
and receive messages to and from your teacher and insert 
weblinks, among other things.

We hope that you enjoy your AS or A Level History course, as 
well as this book, and wish you well for the journey ahead.

Michael Fordham and David L. Smith Series editors

A/AS Level History for AQA: The Sun King: Louis XIV, France and Europe, 1643–1715
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