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Pedagogical Guide to The
Cambridge Handbook of
Role and Reference

Grammar

These suggestions are for using the Handbook as a text for beginning and
advanced courses in RRG. Exercises for a beginning course can be found in
Emma Pavey’s The Structure of Language: An Introduction to Grammatical Analysis
(Cambridge, 2010). Exercises for both beginning and advanced courses can
be found in Van Valin and LaPolla’s Syntax: Structure, Meaning and Function

(Cambridge, 1997).

Beginning Advanced
Introduction: §1.1 X X
The structure of simple sentences:
Basic clause structure: §1.2-1.2.1 X X
Lexical and syntactic categories: §1.2.2 x (Ch. 2)
Operators: §1.2.3-1.2.3.2, 1.2.3.4 x (Ch. 2) x (Ch. 2)
Status of copular be: §1.2.3.3 X
Peripheries: §1.2.4 X X
Phrasal adjuncts: §1.2.4.1 x (Ch. 10) x (Ch. 10)
Non-phrasal adjuncts: §1.2.4.2 x (Ch. 9) x (Ch. 9)
Structure of phrases: §1.2.5 x (Ch. 10) x (Ch. 10)
Syntactic templates: §1.2.6 X X
Formalization x (Ch. 20)
Structure of words: §1.2.7.0 X x (Ch. 8)
Lexical integrity hypothesis: §1.2.7.1 X
Head-marking: §1.2.7.2 X
Semantic representation of simple sentences
Lexical representation: §1.4.2.1 X x (Ch. 3)
Semantic roles: §1.4.3 X x (Ch. 4)
Information structure
Basic concepts: §1.5 x (Ch. 11) x (Ch. 11)
Linking syntax and semantics in simple sentences:
Grammatical relations x (Ch. 5) x (Ch. 5)
Case assignment x (Ch. 7) x (Ch. 7)
Linking from semantics to syntax: §1.6.1 X X
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XXiv PEDAGOGICAL GUIDE
(cont)
Beginning Advanced
Linking from syntax to semantics: §1.6.2 X X
Constructional schemas: §1.6.3 X X
Constructional schemas and linking: §1.6.4 X
Information structure and linking x (Ch. 12)
Patterns of argument realization x (Ch. 6) x (Ch. 6)
Semantic motivation and
Cross-linguistic variation: §1.6.5 X X
Structure of complex sentences: §1.3 x (Ch. 13) x (Ch. 13)
Juncture: §1.3.1 x (Ch. 13) x (Ch. 13)
Nexus: §1.3.2 x (Ch. 13) x (Ch. 13)
Issues concerning juncture and nexus: §1.3.3 X
Syntax-semantics interface in complex sentences: §1.3.4
Interclausal syntactic relations
hierarchy: §1.3.4.1 x (Ch. 13) x (Ch. 13)
Interclausal semantic relations
hierarchy: §1.3.4.2 x (Ch. 13) x (Ch. 13, 14)
Representing the semantics of
clause linkage: §1.4.2.2 x (Ch. 13) x (Ch. 13)
Representing constructional
meaning: §1.4.2.3 X
Interclausal Relations Hierarchy: §1.3.4.3 x (Ch. 13) x (Ch. 13, 14)
English causative verbs: §1.3.4.4 X
Complex RPs: §1.3.5 x (Ch. 15) x (Ch. 15)
Linking syntax and semantics in complex sentences: §1.7
Modifications of the linking
algorithm: §1.71 x (Ch. 14, 15) x (Ch. 14, 15)
Argument identity in complex
sentences: §1.7.2 X X
Constraints on extraction x (Ch. 16)
Applying RRG
Historical linguistics x (Ch. 17)
Language acquisition x (Ch. 18)
Neurolinguistics x (Ch. 19)
Computational linguistics x (Ch. 21)
Grammatical sketches x (Ch. 22-26)
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