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Sarah Easterby-Smith rewrites the histories of botany and horticul-
ture from the perspectives of plant merchants who sold botanical
specimens in the decades around 1800. These merchants were not
professional botanists, nor were they the social equals of refined ama-
teurs of botany. Nevertheless, they participated in Enlightenment schol-
arly networks, acting as intermediaries who communicated information
and specimens. Thanks to their practical expertise, they also became
sources of new knowledge in their own right. Cultivating Commerce
argues that these merchants made essential contributions to botanical
history, although their relatively humble status means that their contri-
butions have received little sustained attention to date. Exploring how
the expert nurseryman emerged as a new social figure in Britain and
France, and examining what happened to the elitist, masculine cul-
ture of amateur botany when confronted by expanding public participa-
tion, Easterby-Smith sheds fresh light on the evolution of transnational
Enlightenment networks during the Age of Revolutions.
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Science in History is a major series of ambitious books on the history of the
sciences from the mid-eighteenth century through the mid-twentieth century,
highlighting work that interprets the sciences from perspectives drawn from
across the discipline of history. The focus on the major epoch of global eco-
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have developed and changed. The series encourages the exploration of a wide
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broad in geographical scope.
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Note on the Text

Unless otherwise stated, all translations from French are my own.

Currency

25 French livres = approx. £1 sterling (until 1789).
Measures of Distance

1 French league = 2400 toises Approx. 3 miles.
25 leagues = 1 degré Approx. 60 miles.
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