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       Implicatures 

 An accessible and thorough introduction to implicatures, a 
key topic in all frameworks of pragmatics. Starting with a 
defi nition of the various types of implicatures in Gricean, 
neo- Gricean and post- Gricean pragmatics, the book covers 
many important questions for current pragmatic theories, 
namely: the distinction between explicit and implicit forms 
of pragmatic enrichment, the criteria for drawing a line 
between semantic and pragmatic meaning, the relations 
between the structure of language (syntax) and its use 
(pragmatics), the social and cognitive factors underlying the 
use of implicatures by native speakers, and the factors infl u-
encing their acquisition for children and second language 
learners. Written in non- technical language,  Implicatures  will 
appeal to students and teachers in linguistics, applied lin-
guistics, psychology and sociology who are interested in how 
language is used for communication, and how children and 
learners develop pragmatic skills. 

  SANDRINE ZUFFEREY  is full professor of French linguistics at 
the University of Bern, Switzerland. 

  JACQUES MOESCHLER  is full professor of French linguistics at the 
Department of Linguistics, University of Geneva, Switzerland. 

  ANNE REBOUL  is a senior researcher at the Institute for Cognitive 
Sciences- Marc Jeannerod, Centre National de la Recherche 
Scientifi que (CNRS), Lyon.   
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    KEY TOPICS IN SEMANTICS AND PRAGMATICS   

  ‘Key Topics in Semantics and Pragmatics’ focuses on the main topics 
of study in semantics and pragmatics today. It consists of accessible 
yet challenging accounts of the most important issues, concepts and 
phenomena to consider when examining meaning in language. Some 
topics have been the subject of semantic and pragmatic study for many 
years, and are re- examined in this series in light of new developments 
in the fi eld; others are issues of growing importance that have not so 
far been given a sustained treatment. Written by leading experts and 
designed to bridge the gap between textbooks and primary literature, 
the books in this series can either be used on courses and seminars, or 
as one- stop, succinct guides to a particular topic for individual students 
and researchers. Each book includes useful suggestions for further 
reading, discussion questions, and a helpful glossary.  

   Already published in the series: 

    Meaning and Humour   by   Andrew   Goatly    

    Metaphor   by   L. David   Ritchie    

    Imperatives   by   Mark   Jary   and   Mikhail   Kissine    

    Modifi cation   by   Marcin   Morzycki    

    Semantics for Counting and Measuring   by   Susan   Rothstein    

    Irony   by   Joana   Garmendia    

  Forthcoming titles: 

    Distributivity   by   George   Tsoulas   and   Eytan   Zweig    

    Semantics and Pragmatics in Sign Languages   by   Kathryn Davidson   Zaremba    

    Frame Semantics   by   Hans C.   Boas    

    Game- Theoretic Pragmatics   by   Anton   Benz    

    Propositional Logic   by   Allen   Hazen   and   Jeffrey   Pelletier    

    Compositionality   by   Maria   Bittner    

    The Semantics of Case   by   Olga   Kagan    

    Proper Names and Direct Reference   by   Gregory   Bochner    

    Attitude Reports   by   Thomas   Grano    

    Indirect Speech Acts   by   Nicolas   Ruytenbeek        
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    Preface     

  When Cambridge University Press asked Jacques Moeschler to write 

a research synthesis on the subject of implicature, his fi rst thought 

was that the task went far beyond his competence and knowledge. He 

immediately thought of Sandrine Zufferey, with whom he had already 

published two textbooks in French (Zufferey & Moeschler  2010/ 2015 , 

 2012 ), and, most importantly, who had already discussed the issue of 

developmental pragmatics, including the acquisition of implicatures, 

in her 2015 book. However, the fi rst table of contents they agreed on 

together appeared to them to be rather incomplete, mainly because 

it lacked the philosophical context of a theory of meaning based on 

implicatures, that is, the Gricean theory of meaning, which was a 

necessary step for an introduction to the book. When Anne Reboul 

agreed to join the team, the three of them were confi dent that their 

complementary fi elds of expertise would enable them to present an 

up- to- date, but also original and comprehensive, synthesis of work 

developing and using the concept of implicature. 

 The challenge was twofold. First, to offer a clear and comprehen-

sive presentation of the various research fi elds in which the concept 

of implicature is currently used and has been used in past decades. 

Second, to go beyond the pragmatic theories of implicature and 

include new domains developed in experimental pragmatics, such 

as the processing and the acquisition of implicatures. The addition 

of a  last chapter  on the acquisition of implicature in second lan-

guage learning was a natural complement to show fi rst the current 

extension of the domain of implicature, and second the possible 

impact of pragmatics, and mainly implicatures, on second language 

acquisition. 

 As the reader will discover while reading this book, the notion 

of implicature is now widespread in almost all the domains of lin-

guistic theory, from formal approaches in syntax and semantics to 

more functional approaches to linguistic meaning. One of the main 

decisions before writing this book was to adopt an inclusive approach 
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to theories of meaning. We hope that one of the contributions of the 

book is to do justice to the complexity of theories of implicature. 

The theoretical and empirical frameworks are multiple, sometimes 

providing confl icting fi ndings, and all of them leave many questions 

unanswered. As the conclusion of the book shows, we do not yet 

have a complete theory of meaning where the notion of implica-

ture, including its different types, is fully integrated. This means that 

research on the notion of implicature, and more generally on theories 

of meaning, will continue to evolve in the next decades, to incorp-

orate new ideas and data at the descriptive, explanatory and experi-

mental levels. Facing complexity in language is a fi rst but necessary 

step to developing a sound and comprehensive theory of meaning, 

and the notion of implicature provides an excellent place to start.    
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