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1994 Jonathan Coe, What a Carve Up!; Romesh Guneskekera,
Reef; Hollinghurst, The Folding Star; Kelman, How Late It
Was, How Late; Rushdie, East, West
First women priests ordained by the Church of England.

1995 Amis, The Information; Barker, The Ghost Road; Nick
Hornby, High Fidelity; Ishiguro, The Unconsoled; Rushdie,
The Moor’s Last Sigh

1996 Helen Fielding, Bridget Jomes’s Diary; Alex Garland, The
Beach; Swift, Last Orders

1997 Amis, Night Train; Crace, Quarantine; McEwan, Enduring
Love; Will Self, Great Apes; Sinclair, Lights Out for the
Territory; Winterson, Gut Symmetries
Princess of Wales dies in a car accident in Paris with Dodi
Fayed. Referendums held on Scottish and Welsh devolution.
Labour government elected under Tony Blair’s leadership.
Hong Kong returned to China.

1998 Pat Barker, Another World; Nicola Barker, Wide Open; Justin
Cartwright, Leading the Cheers; A. L. Kennedy, Original
Bliss; Kureishi, Intimacy; McEwan, Amsterdam
Peace agreement reached in Northern Ireland.

1999 Crace, Being Dead; Glenn Patterson, The International,
Rushdie, The Ground Beneath Her Feet; Tremain, Music and
Silence

2000 Ishiguro, When We Were Orphans; David Mitchell,

Ghostwritten; Zadie Smith, White Teeth
George W. Bush elected U.S. president. Vladimir Putin
becomes Russian president.

2001 Barker, Border Crossing; McEwan, Atonement; Rushdie, Fury;
Rachel Seifert, The Dark Room; Winterson, The PowerBook
Twin Towers in New York destroyed by coordinated terrorists
attacks on September 11. Tony Blair’s Labour government is
re-elected.

2002 Jon McGregor, If Nobody Speaks of Remarkable Things;
Zadie Smith, The Autograph Man; Sarah Waters, Fingersmith

2003 Monica Ali, Brick Lane; Amis, Yellow Dog; Pat Barker,
Double Vision; Mark Haddon, The Curious Incident of the
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Dog in the Night-Time; Patterson, Number §; Phillips, A
Distant Shore; Swift, The Light of Day
Second Gulf War (Iraq war) begins in March.

2004 Hollinghurst, The Line of Beauty; Kennedy, Paradise; Andrea
Levy, Small Island; Lodge, Author, Author; Mitchell, Cloud
Atlas
European Union expands to include Cyprus, the Czech
Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland,
Slovakia, and Slovenia. Indian Ocean tsunami strikes on 2.6
December (following the Sumatra-Andaman earthquake) sev-
eral coastal areas in Southeast Asia, killing more than 200,000
people.

2005 Maggie Gee, My Cleaner, Ishiguro, Never Let Me Go; Tom
McCarthy, Remainder (Metronome Press edition); McEwan,
Saturday; Phillips, Dancing in the Dark; Zadie Smith, On
Beauty
Labour wins a third term in government under Tony Blair.

2006 Kiran Desai, The Inberitance of Loss; Mitchell, Black Swan
Green; Self, The Book of Dave; Ali Smith, The Accidental,
Waters, The Night Watch

2007 Pat Barker, Life Class; Kennedy, Day; Nicola Barker,
Darkmans; Lessing, The Cleft; McGregor, So Many Ways to
Begin; McEwan, On Chesil Beach
Bulgaria and Romania join the EU. Gordon Brown becomes
PM and leads Labour until 2010. Global economy enters a

downturn.
2008 Lessing, Alfred & Emily; Ross Raisin, God’s Own Country
2009 Byatt, The Children’s Book; Hilary Mantel, Wolf Hall,

Phillips, In the Falling Snow

UK officially in recession for the first time since 199T.
Barack Hussein Obama is inaugurated as U.S. president on
20 January, becoming the first African American to hold the
position.

2010 Howard Jacobson, The Finkler Question; Levy, The Long
Song; McCarthy, C; McGregor, Even the Dogs
General election results in hung parliament: Conservatives
and Liberal Democrats form a coalition, with David Cameron
as PM.
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2011 Barnes, The Sense of an Ending; Hollinghurst, The Stranger’s
Child
Thousands march in London in protest against government
budget cuts. DUP and Sinn Féin win majority of seats in
Northern Ireland Assembly election. Scottish National Party
wins overall majority in Scottish Parliamentary election. Welsh
Labour Party wins half of the Welsh Assembly seats. In early
August, riots spread across London, Birmingham, Bristol, and
Manchester.

2012 Mantel, Bring Up the Bodies; McEwan, Sweet Tooth;
McGregor, This Isn’t the Sort of Thing that Happens to
Someone Like You; Self, Umbrella; Zadie Smith, NW
Queen Elizabeth II celebrates Diamond Jubilee. London
hosts Olympic Games in July and August. Obama re-elected
U.S. president.

2013 Kate Atkinson, Life after Life; lain Banks, The Quarry; Jim
Crace, Harvest
House of Lords approves same-sex marriage bill.

2014 Jacobson, J; McEwan, The Children Act; Mitchell, The Bone
Clocks; Self, Shark; Ali Smith, How to Be Both
Ebola virus epidemic breaks out across West Africa. Israel
launches ‘Operation Protective Edge’ in Gaza, costing the lives
of 66 Israeli military personnel and killing 1,462 Palestinian
civilians (according to UN figures), including 495 children
and 253 women. National referendum on Scottish independ-
ence: with a turnout of 84.5 per cent, Scotland votes ‘No’
(55.3 per cent to 44.7 per cent).

2015 Sarah Hall, The Wolf Border; Ishiguro, The Buried Giant;
McCarthy, Satin Island; Andrew O’Hagan, The [lluminations;
Phillips, The Lost Child
Church of England appoints Rev. Libby Lane as Britain’s first
woman Bishop. Tributes are paid in London in January to
the victims of the Charlie Hebdo terrorist attacks in Paris.
Defying all predictions, the Conservatives win May general
election and David Cameron forms a majority government. In
a historic landslide victory, the Scottish National Party led by
Nicola Sturgeon wins 56 out of 59 seats in Scotland.
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