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Is Killing People Right?

‘Great cases’ are those judicial decisions around which the
common law pivots. In a sequel to the instant classic Is Eating
People Wrong?, this book presents eight new great cases from
the United Kingdom, the United States and Australia. Written
in a highly accessible yet rigorous style, it explores the social
circumstances, institutions (lawyers, judges and courts) and
ordinary people whose stories shaped the law. Across the
courts’ diverse and uncoordinated attempts to adapt to
changing conditions and shifting demands, it shows the law
as the living, breathing and down-the-street experience it really
is. Including seminal cases in end of life, abortion and equal
rights, this is an ideal introduction for students to legal history
and jurisprudence.

Allan C. Hutchinson is a distinguished research professor at
Osgoode Hall Law School, York University, and an inter-
nationally recognised legal theorist. He is the author or editor
of twenty books, including Evolution and the Common Law
(2005), The Province of Jurisprudence Democratized (2008)
and Is Eating People Wrong? (2010).
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PREFACE

As always, I have incurred a lot of debts in writing this book.
I gave lectures and seminars at a number of law schools and
conferences; the feedback was most helpful and constructive.
As well, T have been teaching a seminar over the past few years
at Osgoode Hall, titled ‘Great Cases’. I am grateful to all the
students in that course for pushing me on my ideas and giving
me the opportunity to refine them. Special thanks to Ian
Langlois.

Most importantly, I benefitted greatly from conversations
with and contributions by Adam Dodek, Trevor Farrow,
Caroline Garrod, Tiffany Herbert-Ramsubick, Cynthia Hill,
Jennifer Leitch, Derek Morgan, Hannah Ordman, Ronnie
Tator and Emanuel Tucsa. Their critical assistance and intel-
lectual support was invaluable. A particular thanks must go to
Ian Langlois and Chris MacCormack whose industry and
insight went above the call.

Finally, in researching and completing this project,
I received research support from Osgoode Hall Law School.
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