Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-55984-4 - Lectures on the Lunar Theory
John Couch Adams

Frontmatter

More information

LECTURES

ON

THE LUNAR THEORY.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107559844
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-55984-4 - Lectures on the Lunar Theory
John Couch Adams

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107559844
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-55984-4 - Lectures on the Lunar Theory
John Couch Adams

Frontmatter

More information

LECTURES

ON

THE LUNAR THEORY

BY

JOHN COUCH ADAMS, M.A., F.R.S.

LATE LOWNDEAN PROFESSOR OF ASTRONOMY AND GEOMETRY
IN THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.

EDITED BY

R. A. SAMPSON, M.A.

PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS IN THE UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM.

CAMBRIDGE:
AT THE UNIVERSITY PRESS.
1900

[AIl Rights reserved.]

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107559844
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-55984-4 - Lectures on the Lunar Theory
John Couch Adams

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107559844

© Cambridge University Press 1900

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 1900
First paperback edition 2015

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library
ISBN 978-1-107-55984-4 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107559844
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-55984-4 - Lectures on the Lunar Theory
John Couch Adams

Frontmatter

More information

PREFACE.

THE following lectures were collected from manuscripts left

by the late Professor J. C. Adams, and are now reprinted
without change from his Collected Scientific Papers, Vol. 11,
pp. 1—84.

It was thought that the wide interest attaching to the
lunar problem reached many besides the professed astronomer,
and would justify a separate publication of this short work.

It is known that Adams contemplated the publication of
some such essay himself, and it must be a matter of regret to
all that he never did so. No pains have been spared to
present the material properly, but it is unavoidable that it
should appear from the hands of an editor in a less perfect
form than if the author had issued it himself.

Yet, allowing for this disadvantage, I think those best
qualified to judge will consider this work fully worthy of
Adams’s great name. Of current elementary theories it may
be said that they leave off where the difficulties of the subject
begin, that is to say, where the various cases of slow con-
vergence have been exposed, but not dealt with. It is perhaps
not too much to say that these lectures carry us to the point
where such difficulties end, in an adequate evaluation of all
the chief constants. They leave the problem effectively solved
and not merely stated, and shew the path clear for the for-
mation of a detailed theory, if that is desired.

R. A. SAMPSON.

DuRHAM.
8 October, 1900.
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