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freedom and indirectly contribute to morality, and discusses how
Kant’s account of natural sublimity suggests that we have an indirect
duty with regard to nature. Unlike many other studies of these
themes, this book examines both the pre-Critical Observations and
the remarks that Kant wrote in his copy of the Observations. Finally,
Clewis takes seriously Kant’s claim that enthusiasm is aesthetically
sublime, and shows how this clarifies Kant’s views of the French
Revolution. His book will appeal to all who are interested in Kant’s
philosophy.
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Conversely, even that which we call sublime in nature outside us or
even within ourselves (e.g., certain affects) is represented only as a
power of the mind to soar above certain obstacles of sensibility by
means of moral principles, and thereby to become interesting.
I should like to dwell a little on the last point. The idea of the

good with affect is called enthusiasm. This state of mind seems to
be sublime, so much so that it is commonly maintained that without
it nothing great can be accomplished. Now, however, every affect
is blind, either in the choice of its end, or, even if this end is given
by reason, in its implementation; for it is that movement of the
mind that makes it incapable of engaging in free consideration of
principles, in order to determine itself in accordance with them.
Thus it cannot in any way merit a satisfaction of reason. Never-
theless, enthusiasm is aesthetically sublime, because it is a
stretching of the powers through ideas, which give the mind a
momentum that acts far more powerfully and persistently than the
impetus given by sensory representations. Kant, Critique of the

Power of Judgment (Kritik der Urteilskraft 5:272)

The color of the sublime is red. Kant, Critique of the Power of
Judgment (Kritik der Urteilskraft 5:302)
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as are translations from works for which no English translation is listed
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The abbreviations below are used to cite Kant’s texts; any texts not
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English translations that are used in citations are listed below. It should
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