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Each volume of this series of companions to major philosophers

contains specially commissioned essays by an international

team of scholars, together with a substantial bibliography, and

will serve as a reference work for students and non-specialists.

One aim of the series is to dispel the intimidation such readers

often feel when faced with the work of a difficult and challeng-

ing thinker.

Ludwig Wittgenstein (1889–1951) is one of the most import-

ant and influential philosophers in modern times, but he is also

one of the least accessible. In this volume, leading experts chart

the development of his work and clarify the connections

between its different stages. The essays, which are both exposi-

tory and original, address central themes in Wittgenstein’s

writing on a wide range of topics, particularly his thinking about

the mind, language, logic, and mathematics. The contributors

illuminate the character of the whole body of work by focusing

on key topics: the style of the philosophy, the conception of

grammar contained in it, rule-following, convention, logical

necessity, the self, and what Wittgenstein called, in a famous

phrase, “forms of life.” This revised edition includes a new

introduction, five new essays – on Tractarian ethics, Wittgen-

stein’s development, aspects, the mind, and time and history –

and a fully updated comprehensive bibliography.

New readers will find this the most convenient and access-

ible guide to Wittgenstein currently available. Advanced stu-

dents and specialists will find a conspectus of recent

developments in the interpretation of Wittgenstein.

Hans Sluga is the William and Trudy Ausfahl Professor of Phil-

osophy at the University of California at Berkeley.

David G. Stern is a Professor of Philosophy and a Collegiate

Fellow in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at the Uni-

versity of Iowa.
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preface to the second edition

This volume is about the life, work, and intellectual legacy of Ludwig

Wittgenstein. Our aim in putting it together was to provide an access-

ible and up-to-date guide to Wittgenstein and his influence. In tune

with the intentions of the Cambridge Companion series, the chapters

focus on Wittgenstein as a philosopher and on Wittgensteinian

themes within philosophy.

While we have retained ten of the fourteen chapters of the first

edition, we have endeavored to enrich this second edition with a

number of contributions opening up new perspectives on Wittgen-

stein’s thought. In addition to a new Introduction, written by Hans

Sluga, the new chapters are: “Tractarian Ethics” by Kevin Cahill;

“Wittgenstein in the 1930s” by David Stern; “Aspects of Aspects” by

Juliet Floyd; “Body and Soul” by Joachim Schulte; and “Time and

History in Wittgenstein” by Hans Sluga. In addition, Michael Kober

has taken the opportunity to add a substantial new opening and

conclusion to his chapter. The comprehensive bibliography has also

been fully updated.

We are immensely grateful to Terry Moore, for having invited us

to edit the first edition of this book in the early days of the Cam-
bridge Companion series, and to Hilary Gaskin, for her forbearance,

expertise, and wisdom as editor of this second edition. We also

greatly appreciate the work of the entire production team at Cam-

bridge at every stage in the preparation of this volume. We also want

to thank Phillip Ricks for his careful and capable transformation of

the source files into a coherent manuscript, and Derek Gottlieb for

his expertise and efficiency in providing the index. Thanks are due

also to Jim Hutchinson who assisted in the compilation of the new
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