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PREFACE

Bishop Stubbs published his first edition of the Select
Charters in 1870, and though it has since that time been
revised and enlarged by Professor H. W. C. Davisin 1913,
the original plan of the work has not been changed. The
Bishop was content to conclude his book with the reign
of Edward I because as he says in the Introduction “the
machinery is now completed, the people are at full
growth. The system is raw and untrained and awkward,
but it is complete”. Since he wrote these words much has
been done by scholars in the constitutional field, especially
on the history of parliament and council, and the reign
of Edward I seems perhaps less of a landmark than it once
did; whilst the study of administrative history, little under-
stood in the past, has now come to be regarded as of
paramount importance. Teachers of English History of
the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries have long felt the
need of some book in which their pupils could find
original documents for the period between the Select
Charters and J. R. Tanner’s Tudor Constitutional Documents
for though many such documents are actually in print,
they are either in large collections not always accessible,
or scattered in the footnotes of volumes which few under-
graduates are able to possess. It is hoped, therefore, that
this book may meet a real need, and enable students to
make themselves familiar with some of the chiefauthorities
of this period, as well as to read a number of records
hitherto unpublished. Each section is headed by a brief
introduction to explain the main points which are illus-
trated in the documents, and it is hoped that the short
bibliographies may indicate lines of further study. The
documents themselves, however, have been left in chrono-
logical order rather than divided according to subjects
within each section, in order to give readers the oppor-
tunity of sorting their own illustrations.
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vi PREFACE

Our thanks are due to the following for their kind per-
mission to print copyright material. To the Controller of
His Majesty’s Stationery Office, for extracts from Statutes
of the Realm; Rotuli Parliamentorum; Parliamentary Writs;
Proceedings and Ordinances of the Privy Council, ed. N. H.
Nicolas; Abbreviatio Placitorum; Proceedings in Chancery in
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth; Rotulorum Originalium in Curia
Scaccarii Abbreviatio; The Red Book of the Exchequer, ed. H.
Hall; Ancient Kalendars and Inventories of the. . . Exchequer;
Report on the Public Records, 1800; Chronicles of the Reigns of
Edward I and II, vol. 11, ed. W. Stubbs; Adae Murimuth
continuatio chronicarum, ed. E. M. Thompson; Fohannis de
Trokelowe. . . Chronica et Annales, ed. H. T. Riley; Chronicon
Angliae, ed. E. M. Thompson; Henrici Knighton. . . Chroni-
con, ed. J. R. Lumby; Wars of the English in France during
the Reign of Henry VI, ed. J. Stevenson; The Black Book of the
Admiralty, ed. T. Twiss; Munimenta Gildhallae Londoniensis,
Liber Albus, ed. H. T. Riley. To the Council of the Selden
Society, for extracts from Select Passages from Bracton and
Azo, ed. F. W. Maitland; Select Cases from the Coroners’
Rolls, ed. C. Gross; Select Cases in Chancery, ed. W. P.
Baildon; Select Pleas of the Forest, ed. G. J. Turner; The
Eyre of Kent, ed. F. W. Maitland, L. W. V. Harcourt and
W. C. Bolland; Select Cases before the King’s Council, ed.
1. S. Leadam and J. F. Baldwin. To the Council of the
Canterbury and York Society, for an extract from Regis-
trum Ade de Orleton, ed. A. T. Bannister. To Messrs C. G.
Crump and C. Johnson, and the editor and publishers
of the English Historical Review, for an extract from vol.
xxvi (1912) of the review. To the Council of the Royal
Historical Society, for extracts from Warkworth’s Chronicle,
ed. J. O. Halliwell; and The Stonor Letters and Papers, ed.
C. J. Kingsford. To the Society of Antiquaries of London,
for extracts from Ordinances and regulations of the King’s
Household, 1787~go. To the Surtees Society, for an extract
from Testamenta Eboracensia, Part I. To the Corporation
of Bristol, for extracts from The Little Red Book of Bristol,
ed. F. B. Bickley. To the Bristol Record Society, for
extracts from Bristol Charters, ed. N. D. Harding. To the
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PREFACE vii

Corporation of Leicester and the Syndics of the Cam-
bridge University Press, for extracts from Records of the
Borough of Leicester, ed. M. Bateson. To the Corporation
of Norwich, for extracts from Records of the City of Norwich,
ed. W. Hudson and J. C. Tingey. To the Oxford Historical
Society, for an extract from Munimenta Civitatis Oxonie,
ed. H. E. Salter. To the Corporation of Reading, for
extracts from The Diary of the Corporation of Reading, ed.
J. M. Guilding. To the Southampton Record Society, for
extracts from The Charters of the Borough of Southampton, ed.
H. W. Gidden, The Black Book of Southampton, ed. A. B.
Wallis Chapman, and The Oak Book of Southampton, ed.
P. Studer. To the Manchester University Press, for an
extract from The Anonimalle Chronicle, ed. V. H. Galbraith.
To the Clarendon Press, for extracts from Fortescue’s
Governance of England, ed. C. Plummer; and for an extract
from Royal Letters addressed to...Oxford, ed. O. Ogle.
Finally to the Corporation of London, for permission to
print extracts from the Letter Books at the Records Office,
Guildhall.

We wish to thank several friends who have advised us
on various points. Above all we are grateful to Mr
Gaillard Lapsley, of Trinity College, Cambridge, for
the interest which he has taken in our project, and for the
valuable criticism and help which he has given us.

E.C. L.
G.A.T.

January 1935
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