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Introduction

Introduction 
The Cambridge IGCSE® Core English as a Second Language Coursebook is for 
students who are new to study at this level. The book provides a detailed 
introduction to all the tasks for the four key skills: reading, speaking, listening and 
writing. It also provides language sections focusing on vocabulary, grammar and 
pronunciation to improve students’ general level of English. You will be guided 
through the skills based tasks, taught how to approach each of them, and given a 
lot of opportunity for practice.

By the end of the course you will have learnt:
• how to complete various language tasks
•  to use techniques which will help you improve your language performance in all 

four skills
• what the most common mistakes are and how to avoid them.
By the end of the course you will also have:
• practised all four skills through a wide range of tasks
• learnt a variety of authentic everyday English expressions
• become more fluent and accurate when using your English in speaking and writing
• learnt to assess your own progress and to identify your strengths and 

weaknesses
• to become a more independent learner.

The book is divided into ten chapters. Each chapter is based round an engaging 
and stimulating topic. The chapters are made up of sections which focus on all 
four skills, as well as providing language input to help you express your ideas more 
clearly and accurately. In the language sections you will be encouraged to analyse 
grammar and vocabulary first and then practise it in a range of activities. At the 
end of each vocabulary and language focus section, you will find a productive 
task called ‘Activate your English’. These ‘Activate your English’ tasks have been 
carefully designed so that while doing the activity you will also be using the target 
language you have learnt in that section. This will ensure that you gain more 
confidence when using real English.

In addition to these main sections, you can also find the following features:

Objectives – these inform you about what each section in that chapter deals with 
and what you will have learnt by the time you have finished the chapter. These 
sections inform you about the main focus of each chapter:

a skills – reading, speaking, listening and writing

b language skills – focusing on accuracy

c an ‘Activate your English’ section – focusing on fluency practice.

Projects – these are extra activities to provide research opportunities on the topic 
of the reading section. You will be asked to have a discussion about what you 
find out, deliver a talk, or prepare a poster with information for others to look at. 
You will also conduct surveys of other students’ opinions on certain topics. Most 
projects are followed by a whole class discussion on the issues raised, or by a 
written task. These extra writing tasks take the form of formal letters and reports.

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107515666
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-51566-6 – Cambridge IGCSE® Core English as a Second Language Coursebook with Audio CD
Katia Carter Tim Carter 
Frontmatter
More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Study tips – these sections suggest ways in which you can become a more 
successful and independent learner.

Key terms – these sections will give you explanations of some of the language 
terms used in the book.

‘Did you know?’ – these boxes contain interesting facts about the topics in each 
chapter.

Summary: ‘Can you remember …?’ – these pages give you the opportunity to 
check how much you can remember about what you have learnt in that chapter.

Progress checks – these sections allow you to examine your own learning and 
progress more critically. You will be asked to look back at the Objectives at the 
beginning of the chapter, assess your own learning and identify your strengths and 
weaknesses. This will assist you in putting together your own personalised revision 
timetable. It will help you decide which areas you need to look at when revising.

We hope you will find this book helpful and enjoy using it as much as we enjoyed 
writing it. We wish you happy learning.

Katia and Tim Carter
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