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world Projects: research on greetings round the world; giving a presentation; interviews about social conventions; writing

task - a thank you letter
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correcting written work
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Summary: revision

Progress check: self-assessment

Chapter 2 Reading: reading comprehension about festivals; vocabulary
Speaking: discussing festivals and celebrations

Celebrations Project: giving a talk about a festival; writing task — an online review
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Summary: revision
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Summary: revision
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Chapter 6 Reading: vocabulary; reading comprehension about two types of art; extracting information from graphs
and charts

Art traditions Speaking: giving yourself time to think; discussing the topic of art

Project: talking about a favourite picture

Language focus: the active and passive voice

Activate your English: writing a short paragraph about a traditional piece of art

Listening: vocabulary; completing sentences about the history of face painting; collocations and fixed expressions;
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listening tests
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vocabulary
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Sports and
games

Language focus: verb forms (infinitive with ‘to’, bare infinitive, -ing form); error correction

Activate your English: preparing a questionnaire
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Speaking and writing: role-play (joining a gym); discussing the topic of keeping fit; writing task - reporting survey results
Summary: revision

Progress check: self-assessment

Chapter 8 Reading and writing: vocabulary; note-taking exercise about inventions and the Internet; writing a summary about
misunderstood inventions and the Internet

Inventions Speaking: discussing the topics of inventions, modern technology and the use of the Internet in everyday life
Project: giving a talk about important inventions; writing task - an email of complaint

Language focus: linkers of contradiction; error correction

Activate your English: discussing advantages and disadvantages of different inventions using appropriate linkers
Listening: matching speakers to their feelings about different inventions

Vocabulary: attitudes and feelings

Activate your English: giving a short talk about different feelings and attitudes

Writing: an informal letter about a lost item; planning and organising ideas; evaluating a piece of writing
Summary: revision

Progress check: self-assessment
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Chapter 9 Reading section: vocabulary; reading comprehension about tigers; extracting information from graphs and charts
Speaking: discussing the topic of animals
Project: giving a talk about an endangered animal; taking notes; writing task — a report about conservation projects

Speaking and listening: matching speakers to situations; useful phrases to ask for clarification and to say ‘/ don’t know’;
making short dialogues

Language focus: present perfect simple and continuous; state verbs; sentence completion
Activate your English: talking about life experience - ‘My path of life’
Listening: vocabulary; completing sentences about endangered species; listening for different numerical details

Reading and writing: summarising ideas; vocabulary; reading for detail about the advantages and disadvantages of zoos;
writing an article about keeping animals in zoos; paragraphing and organising ideas

Summary: revision
Progress check: self-assessment

Endangered
species

Chapter 10 Reading and writing: scanning a text about Maria Montessori for specific detail; vocabulary; note-taking exercise; writing
a summary about Maria Montessori and her work; using articles a(n)/the and linkers in summary writing

Achievements Speaking: discussing the topics of famous women and education

Language focus: narrative tenses

Activate your English: describing a personal event using narrative tenses; giving a talk about personal achievements
Listening: matching speakers to personal qualities

Vocabulary: phrasal verbs and fixed expressions to talk about success and failure

Project: giving a presentation about a person you admire; class discussion

Writing: an informal letter about a special achievement, including all content points in your writing; assessing a piece
of writing

Vocabulary: informal expressions in letters
Summary: revision
Progress check: self-assessment
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Introduction

Introduction

The Cambridge IGCSE® Core English as a Second Language Coursebook is for
students who are new to study at this level. The book provides a detailed
introduction to all the tasks for the four key skills: reading, speaking, listening and
writing. It also provides language sections focusing on vocabulary, grammar and
pronunciation to improve students’ general level of English. You will be guided
through the skills based tasks, taught how to approach each of them, and given a
lot of opportunity for practice.

By the end of the course you will have learnt:

+ how to complete various language tasks

+  tousetechniques which will help you improve your language performance in all
four skills

+ what the most common mistakes are and how to avoid them.

By the end of the course you will also have:

« practised all four skills through a wide range of tasks

+ learnt a variety of authentic everyday English expressions

+  become more fluent and accurate when using your English in speaking and writing

+ learnt to assess your own progress and to identify your strengths and
weaknesses

+ to become a more independent learner.

The book is divided into ten chapters. Each chapter is based round an engaging
and stimulating topic. The chapters are made up of sections which focus on all
four skills, as well as providing language input to help you express your ideas more
clearly and accurately. In the language sections you will be encouraged to analyse
grammar and vocabulary first and then practise it in a range of activities. At the
end of each vocabulary and language focus section, you will find a productive
task called ‘Activate your English’. These ‘Activate your English’ tasks have been
carefully designed so that while doing the activity you will also be using the target
language you have learnt in that section. This will ensure that you gain more
confidence when using real English.

In addition to these main sections, you can also find the following features:

Objectives - these inform you about what each section in that chapter deals with
and what you will have learnt by the time you have finished the chapter. These
sections inform you about the main focus of each chapter:

a skills - reading, speaking, listening and writing
b language skills - focusing on accuracy
¢ an ‘Activate your English’ section - focusing on fluency practice.

Projects - these are extra activities to provide research opportunities on the topic
of the reading section. You will be asked to have a discussion about what you

find out, deliver a talk, or prepare a poster with information for others to look at.
You will also conduct surveys of other students’ opinions on certain topics. Most
projects are followed by a whole class discussion on the issues raised, or by a
written task. These extra writing tasks take the form of formal letters and reports.
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Study tips - these sections suggest ways in which you can become a more
successful and independent learner.

Key terms - these sections will give you explanations of some of the language
terms used in the book.

‘Did you know?’ - these boxes contain interesting facts about the topics in each
chapter.

Summary: ‘Can you remember ...?’ - these pages give you the opportunity to
check how much you can remember about what you have learnt in that chapter.

Progress checks - these sections allow you to examine your own learning and
progress more critically. You will be asked to look back at the Objectives at the
beginning of the chapter, assess your own learning and identify your strengths and
weaknesses. This will assist you in putting together your own personalised revision
timetable. It will help you decide which areas you need to look at when revising.

We hope you will find this book helpful and enjoy using it as much as we enjoyed
writing it. We wish you happy learning.

Katia and Tim Carter
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