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PREFACE

ITH the exception of two French collections of reprinted
extracts from Port-Royalist writers on education, there
exists—so far as I am aware—no modern book which deals
solely with the Little Schools. In view therefore of the im-
portance and influence of the educational work of the Port-
Royalists, it seemed to me that a detailed study of their theories

and practice might be of value even at the present day.

I desire to tender my very hearty thanks to the Librarian of
Sion College, London, through whose kindness I was allowed
access to the unique collection of some 250 original Port-Royal
works, bequeathed to the College by Mrs Schimmelpenninck.
I have also to acknowledge many kind and helpful suggestions
and criticisms from Viscount St Cyres and Mr Arthur Hassall,
of Christ Church, and also from Mr M. W. Keatinge, Reader

in Education in the University of Oxford.

May 1913
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