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PREFACE

In 19201 delivered courses of lectures on Roumanian history at King’s
College in the University of London, and portions of these were after-
wards published in History and in the Slavonic Review. The lectures
were then re-drafted and twice delivered in a new form—the last time in
1931. They gave the first impulse to the present volume, but it has been
expanded and rewritten out of all recognition.

It is symptomatic of growing interest in a long neglected subject, that
since 1918 no less than four admirable monographs on special aspects of
Roumanian history have appeared in English—the diplomatic studies
of Mr W. G. East and Professor T. E. Riker, Mr Ifor L. Evans’s The
Agrarian Revolution in Roumania and Dr D. Mitrany’s The Land and the
Peasant in Roumania (for the Carnegie Foundation)—to all of which
I am in various ways indebted. None the less my own book may fairly
claim to be the first attempt by any British writer to give a complete
survey of Roumanian history from its obscure origins down to the
achievement of national unity in our own day. But I cannot go farther
without acknowledging my vast debt, and the abiding debt of every
serious student for generations to come, to Professor Nicholas Iorga, of
Bucarest University, to whose amazing vitality and industry we owe a
whole library of general histories, monographs and collections of
documents, ranging over the whole field of Near Eastern, Byzantine and
Turkish history.

For many centuries Roumanian development was retarded and dis-
torted by the interference of powerful neighbours to the south, north
and west: and stress has therefore been laid upon the relations of the two
Principalities with Turkey, the Empire, Hungary and Russia, and in
modern times, upon Roumania’s place in the Eastern Question. Above
all, the Transylvanian problem, which provides the key to a right
understanding of the Roumanian problem as a whole, has received very
special attention: and within this framework will be found the first full
account in English of the sad but highly interesting and instructive
history of the Roumanian Orthodox and Uniate Churches. The con-
cluding chapters deal with Roumania’s réle in the Balkan Wars, her
neutrality, intervention and defeat in the World War, the final and
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viii PREFACE

dramatic achievement of national unity and the conclusion of peace with
Hungary in 1920.

I have tried to produce a plain narrative, treating of high and con-
tentious matters without fear or favour. To some, Roumanian history
may seem obscure and often inglorious: but there is a certain dynamic
force in its vicissitudes, and Europe cannot show any more striking
example of the corroding effects of foreign rule, of the failure of a policy
of systematic assimilation and of the gradual triumph of national
sentiment over unfavourable circumstances.

I owe a very special debt of gratitude to the Roumanian Academy,
from whose rich collection of historical portraits the illustrations of this
volume have been reproduced, and to Professor George Oprescu, of the
Stelian Museum in Bucarest, for invaluable help in their selection
and preparation. I am also indebted for constant advice during the
preparation of the book to my friends Mr D. N. Ciotori, of the Rou-
manian Legation in London, Mr E. D. Madge, Mr Allen Leeper and
Sir Bernard Pares, and not least of all to my wife. But needless to say,
none of them are in any way responsible either for my facts or for my
opinions.

R. W. SETON-WATSON

21 May, 1934
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