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Disclaimer

The information contained herein is not meant to be Likewise, the legal case explanations provided
relied on as legal advice in an actual legal issue or con- ~ were abstracted from the public record informa-
flict. One should seek appropriate legal assistance in  tion, and no further accuracy is assured, or liability
the specific area of concern if it is felt to be warranted. ~ assumed.

The case studies present fictionalized hypothetical
health-care events, and are not representative of any
individual encounters.
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Foreword

Physicians prefer when the practice of medicine is
based upon science, and the art of using the patient-
physician relationship to benefit the patient with a
positive therapeutic outcome.

Most physicians like to think that if they are doing
the best they can for their patients, they should not
need to worry about the legal implications of each
interaction, and each decision. This naive approach
simply does not work in the real-world practice of
emergency medicine.

In the US, there are now over 150 million visits
to emergency departments each year. The unique
aspects of the clinical practice of emergency medicine
make medical and legal dilemmas a daily unavoidable
reality.

Each of the 106 chapters in Legal Issues in
Emergency Medicine represents realistic, common
practical issues that every emergency medicine phy-
sician and emergency department will face. Many of
these issues occur multiple times in each shift. Often,
these situations leave the emergency physician search-
ing for an approach without having the formal legal
and ethical basis necessary to make a legally wise and
low-risk decision.

Legal Issues in Emergency Medicine is an invaluable
resource for medical practitioners, legal experts and
administrative professionals in practice and in train-
ing. It is practical, concise, and well organized.

The style of Legal Issues in Emergency Medicine is
exactly what a busy practitioner would want as a refer-
ence or what emergency department leaders, hospital
administrators or residents would desire as a training
text. Each topic includes a clinical vignette, a review
of the legal controversy, current medical scientific

viii

evidence, legal precedent, caselaw generating solu-
tions and potential risk reduction programs.

The book covers key topics that have direct rel-
evance in day-to-day acute patient care practice.

This approach allows practitioner exposure to a
wide variety of medico-legal problems, allowing a
pre-emptive, informed approach to problem-solving.
One of the remarkable features of this valuable text is
the ability to take extraordinarily complex issues such
as advance directives, against medical advice (AMA),
the Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act
(EMTALA), involuntary commitment, and dozens
of other issues and distill them into brief digestible
summaries.

Few authors would be able to compile a text that
is so informative, well organized and authorita-
tive. Rade B Vukmir not only talks the talk but has
walked the walk for decades. Dr. Vukmir has been
trained in Emergency Medicine and Critical Care
and has decades of clinical care experience. In addi-
tion, Dr. Vukmir has completed a degree in law with
health-care certification. He has analyzed medico-
legal issues involving patients, physicians, medical
groups, and hospitals in every imaginable situation.

He has focused on providing guidelines to improve
patient safety as well as decreasing both clinical and
legal risk. This text is simply a must-have addition to
any emergency department, reference library, legal
office, and quality and risk management department.

Paul M Paris MD, FACEP, LLD (hon)
Professor of Emergency Medicine, University
of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Emergency

Medicine Chair in Healthcare Quality
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Preface

The case study format used in this book is grounded
in both medical and legal disciplines, and provides an
effective instructional tool to facilitate understanding
for the members of both professions.

As physicians, we try to learn from every patient
encounter. In the complex world of acute care medi-
cine, the potential for a legal question to arise is
becoming more common every day. Likewise, legal

practitioners can benefit from a better understanding
of the complexity of common medical dilemmas that
may exist. Last but not least, the case studies will allow
medical administrative professionals to appreciate
the balance between the medical and legal disciplines
and how they both impact the health care provided to
patients.
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