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Conakry. He has held several positions in Guinea’s private or public sector

(Central Bank, Ugar and Shell Guinea) as Economist or as Management

Auditor. His fields of research are mainly poverty, growth, and the political

economy of reforms in SSA, with a particular focus on the reconciliation

between political and economic reforms.

Chinyamata Chipeta was Professor of Economics at Chancellor College,

University of Malawi, until 1995. Currently he is the Executive Director of

the Southern African Institute for Economic Research, which is based in

Zomba. He has done consultancies for regional and international organiza-

tions on a variety of issues in development economics and policy. His main

research interests and publications lie in the domain of indigenous aspects

of economics.

Victor A. B. Davies is a PhD candidate in economics at Oxford University,

and was previously a Senior Lecturer in Economics at Fourah Bay College,

University of Sierra Leone. Mr. Davies has been a Visiting Scholar at the

IMF and a consultant to the Government of Sierra Leone, UNDP, the World

Bank, the International Development Research Centre (Canada), and the

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-49626-2 - The Political Economy of Economic Growth in Africa, 1960–2000: Volume 2: 
Country Case Studies
Edited by Benno J. Ndulu, Stephen A. O’Connell, Jean-Paul Azam, Robert H. Bates, Augustin K. Fosu, 
JanWillem Gunning and Dominique Njinkeu
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107496262
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


xx List of contributors

Overseas Development Institute (UK). His research focuses on the economic

consequences of armed conflict, the political economy of fragile states, and

the role of natural resources in economic development.

Nadjiounoum Djimtoı̈ngar is the Deputy Director for Prospective at the

Executive Secretariat of the Economic and Monetary Community of Central

Africa (CEMAC) in Bangui, CAR. He previously served as the Co-ordinator

of the Databases and Poverty Reduction Strategy Component of the Eco-

nomic Management in the Oil Era project in the Ministry of Planning and

Economic Promotion in Chad. Until mid-2003, Dr. Djimtoı̈ngar was also

teaching in the Department of Management and Economic Techniques at

N’Djamena University, Chad.
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and human resources in the Research and Training Unit in Economics and

Management at the University of Cocody.

ColeenMcCracken is an Administrative Planning Specialist at Washington

State University. She has been involved in projects in Burkina Faso focusing

on production and consumption of rural households and on food security

issues.

SylvianeMensah is a Macroeconomist at the Central Bank of West African

States (BCEAO), where she is Head of Admissions, Competitive Exami-

nations and Teaching in the Directorate of Training. Ms. Mensah served

for three years, on a part-time basis, as teaching and research assistant in

macroeconomics at the University of Paris Dauphine. She has continued

on similar assignments at the Training Department of the BCEAO and the

African Centre for Advanced Management Studies (CESAG), where she

teaches courses in money, macroeconomics, and financial programming.

Inyambo Mwanawina is Assistant Director of the Institute of Economic

and Social Research (INESOR) of the University of Zambia, where he is a

Senior Research Fellow and Coordinator of the Economics and Business

List of contributors to the CD-ROM xxvii

States (BCEAO), where he served as Deputy Training Director and subse-

quently as Director of Research and Statistics. Over the period of a decade

Mr. Dossou delivered courses in applied macroeconomics, programming,

financial policy, and econometrics at the West African Center for Training

and Study in Banking (COFEB) of the BCEAO, and occasionally at the Uni-

versity Cheikh Anta Diop and the Institute of Development and Planning

(IDEP), both in Dakar.

Tekaligne Godana is currently a Research Advisor at the Department for

ResearchCooperation, Swedish InternationalDevelopmentAgency (SIDA).

Before joining SIDA he taught for almost twenty years at the Universities of

Stockholm, Zimbabwe and Namibia. He has held visiting research posts at

Princeton University and Sussex University, consulted with theWorld Bank

on education reforms, and served in economics training programs oper-

ated by the AERC and the Namibia Policy Research Institute. Dr. Godana’s

research focuses on public finance and the economics of education.

Marcel Kouadio Benie holds the French title of “Agrégé des Sciences
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José Sulemane is Advisor to the Executive Director of the Africa Con-

stituency I in the IMF. Dr. Sulemane was previously National Director for

Planning and Budget in theMinistry of Planning and Finance and National

Director for Research and Policy Analysis in the Ministry of Planning and

Development inMozambique.Hehas taught InternationalEconomics at the

Economics Faculty of University Eduardo Mondlane in Maputo, Mozam-

bique and is a member of the Board of the Mozambican Economists

Association.

Célestin Tsassa is a Senior Economist at UNDP for the Offices of Guinea-

Bissau and Cape Verde. For fifteen years, Dr Tsassa was Lecturer at the

University of Brazzaville (Congo). A macroeconomic and trade researcher,

he has also served as Associate Lecturer at the Catholic University of Central
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Foreword

Throughout many of the first decades following independence, Africa’s

economies failed to grow; indeed in 2000 per capita incomes in several

countries were lower than they had been in 1960. In this two-volume study,

the African Economic Research Consortium (AERC) probes the nature and

the roots of Africa’s economic performance in the first decades of indepen-

dence. We seek to describe Africa’s growth experience in the latter decades

of the twentieth century, to account for it, and to extract lessons to guide

future policy-making in the continent.

The timing of this two-volume assessment could not be more propitious.

Debates over growth strategy have renewed as the region emerges from

decades of economic decline and policy reform. Growth itself reignited in

the mid-1990s, supported by policy reforms and also by rising commodity

prices, a revival of aid flows, and the resolution of costly civil conflicts.What

constitutes a pro-growth policy environment?What constrains the achieve-

ment of that environment? These questionswere central to this examination

of Africa’s immediate past. The answers to them should feature in debates

over how best to secure its economic future.

We all recognize that the forces out of our control – the vagaries of com-

modity prices and climatic conditions, the rigors of fierce competition in

fast-changing global markets, and the uncertainties of donor priorities and

commitments – place limits on what we can attain. Even at the domestic

level, important factors constrain our choices. The political reforms of the

1990swidened the scope for popular restraints on government, for example;

but they also increased the level of uncertainty regarding the direction of

future policy choices. And in a number of countries, the pursuit of growth

awaits the end of armed conflict. Despite such limitations, however, policy-

makers can identify country-specific opportunities for growth and build

upon them, drawing lessons from a country’s own history and from expe-

riences elsewhere in Africa and the developing world. In these volumes, the

scholars of the AERC seek to make the historical and comparative record

available to those whose choices will affect our economic future.

The core of the “Explaining African Economic Growth” Project appears

in volume 2, which contains eighteen detailed country studies (plus an addi-

tional eight on the CR-ROM that accompanies the volume) conducted by

African research teams. These case studies use a commonmethodology that

identifies key turning points in the governance environment and grounds

tional eight available from www.cambridge.org/9781107496262) conducted 
by African research teams. These case studies use a common methodology 
that identifies key turning points in the governance environment and grounds
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