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Massa Coulibaly is Professor of Econometrics and Research Methods at
the University of Bamako, Mali. He is the Director of the Research Group in
Applied and Theoretical Economics (GREAT), where he is also a Researcher.
Among other topics, his research focuses on opinion polls, trade and regional
economicintegration, the economy of Mali, and economic policies for devel-
opment and poverty reduction.

Siaka Coulibaly is an Economist at the World Bank Resident Mission in
Ougadougou, Burkina Faso. He served previously as Deputy Secretary at the
Secretariat for the Coordination of Structural Adjustment Program imple-
mentation in the Ministry of Finance in Burkina Faso, and as an Economic
Adpvisor to the Minister of Environment and Water. He has contributed to
the design and monitoring of a wide range of policy initiatives in public
finance, macroeconomic policy, private sector development, and poverty
alleviation.

Clarade Sousa is a Senior Economist at the World Bank, where she serves as
the Country Economist for a number of Caribbean countries. Previously she
was Executive Director in charge of monetary policy at the Bank of Mozam-
bique and a Lecturer in the Departments of Economics, Law and Agriculture
at the University Eduardo Mondlane in Maputo, Mozambique. Her research
has focused on poverty, post-conflict reconstruction, governance issues in
central banks, and monetary policy.

Amadou Diarra holds a PhD in Economic Science and Sociology from the
University Friedrich Wilhelm in Bonn. Dr. Diarra is Financial Officer and
Researcher at the Research Group in Applied and Theoretical Economics
(GREAT). From 1986 to 2000, he was Professor of Economics at the Uni-
versity of Bamako, Mali, and before that a technical advisor to the Ministry
of Industry, Trade, and Arts and Crafts (I’Artisanat) of the Republic of Mali.
His research focuses on opinion polls, the economy of Mali, and economic
policies for development and poverty reduction.

Antonin S. Dossou is a Statistician—Economist and is currently Chief of
Staff of the Minister of Economic Development and Finance of the Republic
of Benin. Mr. Dossou was previously at the Central Bank of West African
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States (BCEAQO), where he served as Deputy Training Director and subse-
quently as Director of Research and Statistics. Over the period of a decade
Mr. Dossou delivered courses in applied macroeconomics, programming,
financial policy, and econometrics at the West African Center for Training
and Study in Banking (COFEB) of the BCEAOQ, and occasionally at the Uni-
versity Cheikh Anta Diop and the Institute of Development and Planning
(IDEP), both in Dakar.

Tekaligne Godana is currently a Research Advisor at the Department for
Research Cooperation, Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA).
Before joining SIDA he taught for almost twenty years at the Universities of
Stockholm, Zimbabwe and Namibia. He has held visiting research posts at
Princeton University and Sussex University, consulted with the World Bank
on education reforms, and served in economics training programs oper-
ated by the AERC and the Namibia Policy Research Institute. Dr. Godana’s
research focuses on public finance and the economics of education.

Marcel Kouadio Benie holds the French title of “Agrégé des Sciences
Economiques” and is currently Professor of Economics at the University of
Cocody, Abidjan (Céte d’Ivoire). He has served as the Director of Employ-
ment Promotion in the Agency for the Study and Promotion of Employ-
ment (Government of Cote d’Ivoire) and as the Director of postgraduate
programs (Diplomes d’Etudes Supérieures Spécialisées) in labor economics
and human resources in the Research and Training Unit in Economics and
Management at the University of Cocody.

Coleen McCracken is an Administrative Planning Specialist at Washington
State University. She has been involved in projects in Burkina Faso focusing
on production and consumption of rural households and on food security
issues.

Sylviane Mensah is a Macroeconomist at the Central Bank of West African
States (BCEAO), where she is Head of Admissions, Competitive Exami-
nations and Teaching in the Directorate of Training. Ms. Mensah served
for three years, on a part-time basis, as teaching and research assistant in
macroeconomics at the University of Paris Dauphine. She has continued
on similar assignments at the Training Department of the BCEAO and the
African Centre for Advanced Management Studies (CESAG), where she
teaches courses in money, macroeconomics, and financial programming.

Inyambo Mwanawina is Assistant Director of the Institute of Economic
and Social Research (INESOR) of the University of Zambia, where he is a
Senior Research Fellow and Coordinator of the Economics and Business
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Research Programme. Dr. Mwanawina is on secondment from the Eco-
nomics Department of the University of Zambia, where he holds the rank
of Senior Lecturer and has served as Head of Department. He has taught
at the Joint Facility for Electives of the Collaborative Master Programme
of the AERC. Dr. Mwanawina has consulted widely and pursues a variety
of research interests in macroeconomics, trade, energy, and environmental
economics.

James Mulungushi is a Permanent Secretary responsible for the Planning
Division of the Ministry of Finance and National Planning (MoFNP) in
Zambia. Mr. Mulungushi has served in a variety of government positions
including Director of Planning and Economic Management in MoFNP,
Chief Economist in the Public Investment Unit of the Budget Office in
the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development (MoFED), Assistant
Director in the Regional Planning Department of MoFED, District Plan-
ning Officer for Kalabo District, and Chief Regional Planner for Western
Province in the National Commission for Development Planning. He has
also worked as a consultant for several organizations.

John Ernest Odada is an Associate Professor of Economics at the Univer-
sity of Namibia. He joined the University of Namibia in 1999 following
an extended academic career at the University of Nairobi, Moi University
(Kenya) and the University of Botswana. During the 1980s he served as prin-
cipal organizer for the Organization of African Unity (OAU) regional work-
shops on Africa’s Priority Programme for Economic Recovery (APPER).
From April 1989 to May 1991, he was Chief of the Planning Division of the
Kenya Country Office of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF),
where he was intimately involved in the critique of structural adjustment
lending and the promotion of adjustment with a human face.

Kimseyinga Savadogo is Professor of Economics at Université de Oua-
gadougou (Burkina Faso), where he is a past Dean of the School of Eco-
nomics. He is currently on sabbatical leave at the Department of Applied
Economics, University of Minnesota. Professor Savadogo teaches microe-
conomics, econometrics, policy analysis, and economic principles at the
graduate and undergraduate levels. His research is in the areas of agricul-
tural productivity and growth, technology adoption, rural institutions, food
demand and consumer preferences, and poverty analysis.

Jean-Yves Sinzogan is Deputy Director of the Central Bank of West African
States (BCEAO). He is currently with the BCEAO delegation within the
West African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU) Commission,
Ouagadougou. He served previously as Chief Advisor to the Minister of
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Finance in Benin, and has also held posts within the Research and Statis-
tics Department at the BCEAO Headquarters, Dakar, and at the Economic
Forecasting Department in Benin.

José Sulemane is Advisor to the Executive Director of the Africa Con-
stituency I in the IME Dr. Sulemane was previously National Director for
Planning and Budget in the Ministry of Planning and Finance and National
Director for Research and Policy Analysis in the Ministry of Planning and
Developmentin Mozambique. He has taught International Economics at the
Economics Faculty of University Eduardo Mondlane in Maputo, Mozam-
bique and is a member of the Board of the Mozambican Economists
Association.

Célestin Tsassa is a Senior Economist at UNDP for the Offices of Guinea-
Bissau and Cape Verde. For fifteen years, Dr Tsassa was Lecturer at the
University of Brazzaville (Congo). A macroeconomic and trade researcher,
he has also served as Associate Lecturer at the Catholic University of Central
Africa in Yaoundé. Dr Tsassa was an Economic Adviser to the President of
Republic of Congo from 1992 to 1997.

Benjamin Yamb is a Senior Lecturer and the Head of the Department
of International Trade and Management at the Ecole Supérieure des Sci-
ences Economiques et Commerciales (ESSEC) of the University of Douala,
Cameroon. Mr Yamb’s research focuses on data analysis, international trade,
and applied econometrics.
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Foreword

Throughout many of the first decades following independence, Africa’s
economies failed to grow; indeed in 2000 per capita incomes in several
countries were lower than they had been in 1960. In this two-volume study,
the African Economic Research Consortium (AERC) probes the nature and
the roots of Africa’s economic performance in the first decades of indepen-
dence. We seek to describe Africa’s growth experience in the latter decades
of the twentieth century, to account for it, and to extract lessons to guide
future policy-making in the continent.

The timing of this two-volume assessment could not be more propitious.
Debates over growth strategy have renewed as the region emerges from
decades of economic decline and policy reform. Growth itself reignited in
the mid-1990s, supported by policy reforms and also by rising commodity
prices, a revival of aid flows, and the resolution of costly civil conflicts. What
constitutes a pro-growth policy environment? What constrains the achieve-
ment of that environment? These questions were central to this examination
of Africa’s immediate past. The answers to them should feature in debates
over how best to secure its economic future.

We all recognize that the forces out of our control — the vagaries of com-
modity prices and climatic conditions, the rigors of fierce competition in
fast-changing global markets, and the uncertainties of donor priorities and
commitments — place limits on what we can attain. Even at the domestic
level, important factors constrain our choices. The political reforms of the
1990s widened the scope for popular restraints on government, for example;
but they also increased the level of uncertainty regarding the direction of
future policy choices. And in a number of countries, the pursuit of growth
awaits the end of armed conflict. Despite such limitations, however, policy-
makers can identify country-specific opportunities for growth and build
upon them, drawing lessons from a country’s own history and from expe-
riences elsewhere in Africa and the developing world. In these volumes, the
scholars of the AERC seek to make the historical and comparative record
available to those whose choices will affect our economic future.

The core of the “Explaining African Economic Growth” Project appears
in volume 2, which contains eighteen detailed country studies (plus an addi-
tional eight available from www.cambridge.org/9781107496262) conducted
by African research teams. These case studies use a common methodology
thatidentifieskey turning pointsin the governance environmentand grounds
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