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Generations of Feeling

Generations of Feeling is the first book to provide a comprehensive history

of emotions in pre- and early-modern Western Europe. Charting the

varieties, transformations, and constants of human sentiments over the

course of eleven centuries, Barbara H. Rosenwein explores the feelings

expressed in a wide range of “emotional communities,” as well as the

theories that served to inform and reflect their times. Focusing particu-

larly on groups within England and France, chapters address commu-

nities as diverse as themonastery of Rievaulx in twelfth-century England

and the ducal court of fifteenth-century Burgundy, assessing the ways in

which emotional norms andmodes of expression respond to, and in turn

create, their social, religious, ideological, and cultural environments.

Contemplating emotions experienced “on the ground” as well as those

theorized in the treatises of Alcuin, Thomas Aquinas, Jean Gerson, and

ThomasHobbes, this insightful study offers a profound new narrative of

emotional life in the West.

Barbara H. Rosenwein is Professor Emerita, Department of History,

Loyola University Chicago.
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The human world provides a spectacle

convulsive with opposing desires and contending wills.

Geoffrey O’Brien, “Balzac on the Brink”
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Prefatory note

I have regularized the use of i/j and u/v in Latin quotations in accordance

with the guidelines of H. A. Kelly, “Uniformity and Sense in Editing and

Medieval Texts,” inMedieval Academy News (Spring 2004), 8: I use the i

and u for the vowel sound and j and v for the consonant sound. However,

I have not regularized other orthography, nor have I changed the

punctuation of the editions that I use.

In note citations I normally leave out p. (standing for page number)

unless the citation involves a series of numbers (chapter, section, and so

on), in which case the p. is used.

I do not ordinarily cite the full original Latin of Latin-language sources

in my notes. However, I include relevant Latin terms in my translations. I

do give the original texts of Moyen français, Old Occitan, and Middle

English in the notes. All translations are my own unless otherwise noted,

but I have taken into account (and herewith express my gratitude for)

numerous modern translations.
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