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The Forgotten Emancipator

Congressman James M. Ashley was a member of the House of Repre-

sentatives from  to , and was the main sponsor of the

Thirteenth Amendment to the American Constitution, which declared

the institution of slavery unconstitutional. Rebecca E. Zietlow uses

Ashley’s life as a unique lens through which to explore the ideological

origins of Reconstruction and the constitutional changes of this era.

Zietlow recounts how Ashley and his antislavery allies shared an

egalitarian free labor ideology that was influenced by the political anti-

slavery movement and the nascent labor movement – a vision that

conflicted directly with the institution of slavery. Ashley’s story sheds

important light on the meaning and power of popular constitutionalism:

how the Constitution is interpreted outside of the courts and the power

that citizens and their elected officials can have in enacting legal change.

The book shows how Reconstruction not only expanded racial equality

but also transformed the rights of workers throughout America.

 .  is Charles W. Fornoff Professor of Law and

Values at the University of Toledo, College of Law. She is a recipient of

the University of Toledo Outstanding Faculty Research award and a

leader of the Thirteenth Amendment Project. She is the author of

Enforcing Equality: Congress, the Constitution, and the Protection of

Individual Rights, and her work has been published in the Columbia

Law Review, Boston University Law Review, Ohio State Law Journal,

Florida Law Review, and the Wake Forest Law Journal.
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Origins of Reconstruction

REBECCA E. ZIETLOW

The University of Toledo College of Law

www.cambridge.org/9781107479234
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-47923-4 — The Forgotten Emancipator
Rebecca E. Zietlow 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge  , United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, th Floor, New York,  , USA

 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne,  , Australia

/, nd Floor, Ansari Road, Daryaganj, Delhi – , India

 Anson Road, #–/, Singapore 

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/

: ./

© Rebecca E. Zietlow 

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 

Printed in the United States of America by Sheridan Books, Inc.

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

: Zietlow, Rebecca E., author.

: The forgotten emancipator : James Mitchell Ashley and the ideological origins of

Reconstruction / Rebecca E. Zietlow, The University of Toledo College of Law.

: Cambridge ; New York, NY : Cambridge University Press, . |

Series: Cambridge historical studies in American law and society |

Includes bibliographical references and index.

:   |   (hardback : alk. paper) |

  (pbk. : alk. paper)

: : Ashley, James Mitchell, –. |

Legislators–United States–Biography. | United States. Congress. House–Biography. |

Reconstruction (U.S. history, –)

:  ..   |  ./ [B] –dc

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/

 ---- Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy

of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication

and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781107479234
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-47923-4 — The Forgotten Emancipator
Rebecca E. Zietlow 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

To David, Alice, and Zoe

and

To the memory of Sally Ashley
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