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218, 220
“To His Coy Mistress” (c. 1650), 209, 217, 218
“The Unfortunate Lover,” 212, 218
“Works of Andrew Marvell consisting of

Poems on Several Occasions” (1726), 219
“Young Love” (c. 1650), 208–11, 212, 213–15,

217, 218, 219, 220
masques, 4. See also Entertainment for Queen

Elizabeth at Bisham (1592); Milton, John
girl masquers, 165–66, 169–77, 182n43, 184–85

(see also girls’ performance)
Massacre of the Innocents, 59
Matthew, gospel of, 59, 233
Maus, Katharine Eisaman, 184–85
Mauss, Marcel, 48
McGee, C. E., 173
McManus, Clare, 166, 172–73
Measure for Measure (Shakespeare), 117
medicine
instructions to midwives, 85
women as children, 120n30

medieval monastic schools, 19
Merchant of Venice (Shakespeare), 111
Merry Wives of Windsor (Shakespeare)
child’s speech lesson, 86–87, 89, 93, 94
conventions of children’s speech, 89–90
performances, 82

metaphors
animals and children’s speech, 83–84
children as various animals, 2
horticultural, 66
insensitivity of childhood, 68

metatheatrics, 254, 262n27
Gentleman Usher (Chapman), 92
Hamlet (Shakespeare), 21
Love’s Metamorphosis, 128, 132, 138n36
Shakespeare, 111

Mézières, Philippe de, “Presentation of Mary in
the Temple” (1372), 164

Michelangelo Buonarotti, Rape of Ganymede,
150–52, 151

Middleton, Thomas
Michaelmas Term, 103, 104
A Yorkshire Tragedy, 104, 111, 116

Midsummer Night’s Dream (Shakespeare), 19, 107
Milton, John
Bridgewater Manuscript, 1634 (Comus), 187, 196
Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce (1643,

1644), 200
education of, 192

gender and humanism, 184–86, 187–88,
189–92, 200

known as “The Lady,” 184, 189–90, 210
A Mask Presented at Ludlow Castle and Comus

(1634), 8, 10, 162–77, 184–86, 187–91,
194–200

Masque Presented at Ludlow Castle and Comus
(1634)

“Smeared with gums of glutinous heat,” 184,
188–91, 194–96, 199

Paradise Lost (1667, 1674), 60, 185, 199
praise of abstinence, 215
Prolusion VI (1628), 189, 191

Miseries of Enforced Marriage, 104, 116
mobility of children, 47
morality. See also pederasty
children as example to elders, 87–88
children’s education, 208
innocence of child, 67–68, 70, 72 (see also

innocence)
moral outrage in Rosencrantz (Stoppard), 255
prophylactic space of children, 214–15, 218

More, Thomas, 2, 19
Morton, John, 2
Munro, Lucy, 42
mythology
foundling infant, 232, 237
parricide or infanticide (Oedipus, etc.),

232–35, 240 (see also parricide)

needlework, 167, 168–69, 172, 173, 175
Nelson, Byron, 51
nonconformists, 217
North, Thomas, 1579 trans. Famous Lives

(Plutarch), 232
Norwich Mayor’s Pageant (1556), 165, 175

Oedipus or Laius complex and story
Laius complex, overview, 231–32, 240
parricide or infanticide, 225–39

O’Malley, Andrew, 218
Orgel, Stephen, 119n10, 162, 208
“The Case for Comus,” 194, 197

Othello (Shakespeare)
boy actor in, 101–2
compared to May Day (Chapman), 6, 100–1,

110–17

innocence and incredulity, 78n42
role of Venice, 112

outdoor amphitheaters. See also individual
companies and playhouses

compared to halls, 102–3, 105, 118n5
subject matter of plays, 117

Ovid
elegiac tradition of, 10
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Ganymede story (in full), 145–46 (see also
Ganymede myth)

Heroides, 132
Metamorphoses, 138n36, 144, 168, 187–88, 195,

198–99, 233, 235, 261n17
Orpheus story synopsis, 144–45
Ovidianism of Shakespeare, 10

Oxford Boys, 121, 122

Palumba, Giovanni Battista
Rape of Ganymede, 152, 154

Panofsky, Erwin, 150–52
Paradise Lost. See Milton, John
Parker, Patricia, 86
Parliament, children serving in, 210–11
parricide (or infanticide)

Hamlet (Shakespeare), 229
Macbeth (Shakespeare), 225–31, 232–36
paternal hostility and, 231

Patient Grissil (Dekker, Chettle, Haughton,
1600), 102, 104

patriarchy
censorship, 213
freedom and marriage, 197, 198
women’s role and Laius figure, 240–41

Peacham, Henry
Crimina gravissima, 152–53, 155

pederasty. See also homosexuality and
homoeroticism

Ganymede myth, 143, 150, 156
male and female prepubescence, 159–60
Marvell’s work, 207, 209–10, 212, 214–15, 220
misogyny and, 157
topos in poetry, 209
universities and, 157–58

Peele, George, 181n29
London Lord Mayor’s Pageant (1585), 165

Percy, William, 118n7
performances by children. See boy actors;

children’s stage companies; girls’
performance

Pericles (Shakespeare)
domestic drama, 117
famine, 53
fostering, 51
Marina and traffic in children, 5, 37–38, 47,

50–51

Marina’s birth, 51–53
perspiration (sweat), 190–94, 198. See alsoMilton,

John
“Smeared with gums of glutinous heat”

(Milton), 184, 188–91, 194–96, 199
Petrarchan ideology of love, 128, 129–30, 138n35,

139n43
pets, guinea pig and finch in portrait, 1

Piccolomini (Alessandro), 109
piety and performance, 18
Play of Daniel (from monastic community of

Beauvais), 19
playhouses and outdoor amphitheaters, 102–3,

105, 117, 118n5. See also individual
companies and halls

playwright, authorial control, 106
Plutarch, Famous Lives, 232
poetry and poets, 167
Poets’ War (Jonson, Marston Dekker), 102
politicization of childhood, 8–9
portraits of children, 1
Posner, David, 147
power relations, eroticization of, 212, 213, 223n29
precariousness and precarity, 53–54
presumption of innocence, 66, 76n26
primers (medieval and early modern)
ambivalence of innocence, 62, 75n17
conduct books, 76n34

prostitution. See also sexualization of children
boy actors, 252–55
boys as women, 157
London’s high life, 158–59

Protestant abstinence, 208–9
prudence as theme of girls’ performances, 165,

180n23
Prynne, William, Minors No Senators, 210–11
psychoanalytic criticism
Macbeth (Shakespeare), 9, 10, 225–28, 229–30,

233–34, 235–39
parricide or infanticide (Oedipus, etc.), 225–31,

232–36

public education (grammar school), 2, 3
publishing industry, children’s literature, 216, 219
Puritanism
attention to children, 2, 208
children’s literature, 8–9, 217, 218
education and dramatic works, 215
innocence and, 8–9, 60 (see also innocence)
Milton and, 162, 186

Purkiss, Diane, 210

Queen’s Men, Wilson’s plays (c. 1588), 93
Queen’s Revels. See Children of the Chapel/

Queen’s Revels

Rank, Otto, 225, 229, 242n1
Incest Theme in Legend and Literature (1912),

225–26, 230, 236
The Myth of the Birth of the Hero (1909), 232

rape. See also Ganymede myth
Augustine and, 18, 189
Castlehaven Scandal, 162, 186
chastity and, 196 (see also chastity)
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rape (cont.)
child as commodity, 106–7, 252 (see also

commodification)
consent and age, 211
Cupid’s threats of, 174
early modern concept of, 195
feminization and, 238
Ganymede and, 146, 150
Laius and, 243n18

Rape of Lucrece (Shakespeare), 60, 73n7
Reeder, Robert W., 76n31
Reformation, 165
religious choice and children. See choice,

resistance, and consent by children
Renaissance
family, 20
Galenic theory of sexuality (see Galenic

medical theory)
Ganymede myth, 147, 152 (see also Ganymede

myth)
humanism in, 186
needlepoint, 167
rhetorical manual, 24

Restoration, 162, 163, 165, 207, 216–17
rhetoric (Elizabethan). See also curriculum

(humanist); education
effect on English stage, 3
memorizing and reciting, 3, 18
role in education, 3, 17, 24, 261n17
role in Hamlet, 17, 24
Shakespearean neologisms, 246–47, 260n5

Richard III (Shakespeare)
family violence, 5–6, 229
innocence, grief and children, 58–59, 68, 69,

77n35
Macbeth compared (Freud), 228
powerless Queen Margaret, 240

risk culture or technology, 49–50
Roman Catholicism, anti-Catholic and

pedophilia, 157–58
romances, mobile children of, 48, 49
Romeo and Juliet (Shakespeare)
compared to Arcadia (Stoppard), 245, 256, 258
prepubescent love objects, 7, 160
traffic, meaning of word, 39

Romulus and Remus story, 229, 232–33
Rose playhouse, 102
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead (1966).

See Stoppard, Tom
Royalists, 217
Rubin, Gayle, 5, 38
“The Traffic in Women,” 46

Russell, Elizabeth and Anne, 166, 175
Russell, Lady Elizabeth, 166, 169
Rutter, Carol, 74n8, 91

Rymer, Thomas, 112, 116
A Short View of Tragedy (1693), 101

sacrifice of children, 126, 197, 210, 234, 235–39,
241–42

Santorio Santorio
Ars de Medicina Statica (1614), 192–94, 195
Medicina Statica or, Rules of Health, 193

Saslow, James, 147, 149, 152
Schleiner, Winfried, 191
Schwarz, Kathryn, 198
science, body temperature, excreta, and

perspiration, 192–94
Seneca, Oedipus story, 233
sexualization of children
child as erotic commodity, 106–7, 252–55
erotic gender ambiguity, 107–10, 113–17
experience (child and adult worlds), 62–68,

75n20
humanism’s reinterpretation of, 10
sexualization of girls’ speech, 94–95
trafficking of children and, 44 (see also

trafficking of children)
sexuality, Galenic theory of, 190–92, 194–96,

198–200. See also Galenic medical theory
Seymour, Anne, Countess of Warwick,

Hecatodistichon, 169
Shakespeare, William. See also individual works
audience’s role, 247
Ganymede myth, 143
gender ambiguity in plays, 107
language lessons, 246–47
nuclear family and, 117, 120n31
prepubescent love objects, 159–60
representation of children’s speech, 89
shipwreck plays, 38–39, 47, 49–50, 51–53
Sonnets, 159, 199
varied portrayal of children, 77n38

Shakespearean cultures of childhood, 1, 4–7,
8–9, 10

Shapiro, Michael, 43
Shawcross, John, 189
Shuger, Deborah, 189–90, 194
Silver, Victoria, 214
slavery, trafficking of children and, 45–46. See also

trafficking of children
Smith, Bruce, 109, 212
Spacks, Patricia Meyer, 220
Spenser, Edmund
Faerie Queene (1590, 1596), 127, 198
Sheperd’s Calendar, 159

Spenser, John, 1658 anthology of moral
texts, 88

St. Paul’s adult stage company, 102. See also
Children of [St.] Paul’s (company)
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stage companies. See adult stage companies;
children’s stage companies

Stallybrass, Peter, 102, 113–14
Steinhöwel, Heinrich, 29
Stevenson, Jane, 166
Stockton, Will, 190
Stoppard, Tom

15-minute Hamlet, 248, 250–51
Arcadia (1993), 9, 245–46, 255–60
audience’s role, 247–48
childhood and education, 9, 249, 255–60
Dogg’s Hamlet, Cahoot’s Macbeth (1979), 9,

245–51, 252, 260n8, 260n10
language, 246–49, 260n7, 260n8
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead (1966),

9, 245–46, 251–55
Shakespearean playwright, 245–46
travesty, 255, 262n29

Strong, Roy, 169
Stuart, Elizabeth, 174
Sturm, Johann, 186–87

Taming of the Shrew (Shakespeare)
compared to Arcadia (Stoppard), 245, 256, 259
gender ambiguity in, 107
innocence and silence, 61

Tempest (Shakespeare), 47
Terence, Eunuchus, 18, 215
Terry, John, 81
theatre (early modern). See also children’s stage

companies; individual playhouses
audience’s role, 247–48
children’s literature and, 207
education, childhood and, 11
language lessons, 246–47

theatre (medieval), in schoolroom, 19
Thomas, Keith, 70, 210
Thompson, Edward (publisher), 219
Times’ Whistle, The (anon), 157
Titus Andronicus (Shakespeare), 61
TLS (Time Literary Supplement), 45
Tombes, John, 211
Tomlinson, Sophie, 166
Townshend, Aurelian, Tempe Restored (1632), 163
traffic, meaning of the word, 39
trafficking of children

act of Parliament against, 40
children as commodities, 46–47
education and, 37–38, 51, 54, 215
loss and recovery, 48, 50
overview, 5
prostitution and, 107
stage companies, 40–44, 105–6, 122,

134–35n7, 252

as subject in Shakespeare, 50–51
transvestite convention. See also cross-dressing
not eroticized, 159
Stoppard’s plays, 245, 251–55

truth from children, 82, 90
Twelfth Night (Shakespeare)
eroticism of children’s theatre, 109
innocence, 59–60
prepubescent love objects, 7, 159–60
twinned Sebastian and Viola, 47

Twine, Laurence, Patterne of Painefull Adventures
(1576), 38

Udall, Nicholas, Floures for Latine Spekyng, 215
University of Oxford, child trafficking, 41
Unton, Henry, Portrait of Sir Henry Unton

(c. 1558), 169, 170

van Es, Bart, 41, 42
Venice, 111–12
Vesalius, Andreas, De humani corporis fabrica

(1543), 192
victim, childhood and innocence, 59
violence against children. See also infanticide;

trafficking of children
apprenticeship system, 46
psychoanalytic criticism and, 230–31
systemic and political, 46

virtue and vice. See also chastity; morality
childhood as battleground of, 218
education of children, 208

vulnerability. See also precariousness and
precarity

innocence equated with, 73n7

Watkins, Anne (girl masquer), 172, 174,
175

Watson, Robert N. 246–47, 260n5
Watts, Isaac, Divine Songs, Attempted in Easy

Language for the Use of Children (1715),
219–20

Welsford, Enid, 172, 173
Whigs, 216, 218, 219
White, Robert, Cupid’s Banishment (1618),

165–66, 172–75, 173
Whitney, Geoffrey, 137n31
A Choice of Emblemes (1586), 127

Wiggins, Martin, 103, 104, 110, 118nn7,8
Williams, Deanne, 184, 203n42
Wilson, Luke, 49
Wilson, Robert
Three Ladies of London, 93
Three Lords, 93

Winstanley, Gerrard, 208
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Winter’s Tale (Shakespeare)
childhood in, 74n12
concept of innocence, 58–59
domestic drama, 117
innocence equated with infancy, 61
innocence/experience (adult/child), extended

discussion, 62–68
patriarchal structure of, 76n31
Perdita, 47, 61

Witmore, Michael, 82, 123
Wittgenstein, Ludwig, 246
women. See also gender; girlhood; girls’

performance
as subject in plays (1599–1606), 103–4, 110

female religious figures, 197
infantilization, 74n14, 116–17, 120n30
instructions to midwives, 85
misogynistic assumptions, 94, 95
misogyny and pedophilia, 157
silence of, 61, 165, 166, 172
trafficking of, 46 (see also trafficking of

children)
woman of letters, 187

Wooden, Warren, 215

Zeifman, Hersh, 255–56
Zeus and Ganymede, bowl painting (c. 475), 152,

153. See also Ganymede myth
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