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This book combines the rich but problematic literary tradition for
early Rome with the ever-growing archaeological record to present a
new interpretation of early Roman warfare and how it related to the
city’s various social, political, religious, and economic institutions.
Largely casting aside the anachronistic assumptions of late republican
writers like Livy and Dionysius of Halicarnassus, it instead examines
the general modes of behavior evidenced in both the literature and the
archaeology for the period and attempts to reconstruct, based on these
characteristics, the basic form of Roman society and its approach to
warfare. It will be important for scholars and students studying many
aspects of Roman history and warfare, but particularly the history of
the regal and republican periods.
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aspects of early Roman history, archaeology, and warfare, including
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Themes in Ancient Warfare (forthcoming).
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This project began its life as a PhD thesis, undertaken at the University of
St Andrews and completed in 2009. As such, it likely bears some of the
hallmarks of this birth, most notably a sometimes awkward literary style in
places (which even innumerable rewrites have likely failed to eradicate),
and perhaps a certain simplicity as it skips across the top of areas and
arguments (for instance the nature of the annalistic tradition, the details of
the archacological record for archaic Latin society — the list is endless)
which deserve far more time, depth, and space than I was able to allot here.
For these, and any other errors and omissions, I naturally beg the reader’s
forgiveness.
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incredibly generous financial support during my postgraduate years.
Additionally, I would like to offer my thanks to the University of
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a PhD in hand, to a permanent position, and for offering me the resources
and funding to develop this project into the book you have in front of you.

On a more personal level, I would like to thank Professor Monica
Cyrino and Dr. Richard Berthold for opening up the world of Classics
to me as a young undergraduate student at the University of New Mexico
and setting me on my current course. At St Andrews, I must thank Dr. Jon
Coulston, Professor Christopher Smith, and Dr. Rebecca Sweetman for
their excellent supervision. Their patience, guidance, support, and tireless
reading of drafts always went above and beyond the call of duty, and I will
be forever in their debt for their contributions to my growth, both
academically and personally, over the years. I would also like to thank
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Dr. Guy Bradley, Professor Nic Terrenato, Dr. Hilary Becker, Professor
Nate Rosenstein, Professor Hans van Wees, and many, many others for
reading over and discussing various aspects of this work. My own under-
standing of early Rome (and hopefully this book!) is much richer for your
time and input.

Finally, I would like to thank my incredibly patient and forgiving
family — and particularly my wife, Ashle — for their unwavering support
during the course of this project. This book is for you.
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