CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-45872-7 - Church, Continuity & Unity
H. Burn-Murdoch

Frontmatter

More information

CHURCH, CONTINUITY
&
UNITY

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107458727
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-45872-7 - Church, Continuity & Unity
H. Burn-Murdoch

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107458727
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-45872-7 - Church, Continuity & Unity
H. Burn-Murdoch

Frontmatter

More information

CHURCH, CONTINUITY
&

UNITY

BY

H. BURN-MURDOCH
LL.D. CANTAB.

FIAT VOLUNTAS TUA

CAMBRIDGE
AT THE UNIVERSITY PRESS

1945

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107458727
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-45872-7 - Church, Continuity & Unity
H. Burn-Murdoch

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS
University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 8Bs, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107458727

© Cambridge University Press 1945

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 1945
First paperback edition 2014

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library
ISBN 978-1-107-45872-7 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate
or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107458727
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-45872-7 - Church, Continuity & Unity
H. Burn-Murdoch

Frontmatter
More information
CONTENTS
Preface PAGE Vil
Some Abbreviations used for Reference in the Notes xi
Part One

The Church in the light of Scripture: a living organism,
the sacramental outward of an inner and

spiritual reality

Chapter 1. GOD AND ‘INSTITUTIONAL RELIGION’ I
II. WORDS AND NAMES 8

II. THE CHURCH OR EKKLESIA 16

IV. CHRIST AND THE EKKLESIA 21

V. THE EKKLESIA VISIBLE ON EARTH 29

VI. THE EKKLESIA IS SACRAMENTAL 31

VI, THE BODILY FRAME 38

VII. ‘WE ARE NOT DIVIDED’ 44

Part Twoo

Continuity in the organic life of the Church through
the centuries

A. CONTINUITY UNAFFECTED BY DIVERSITY
OF CIRCUMSTANCE AND METHOD

Chapter IX. CONTINUOUS VARIETY ST

B. KNOWN CONTINUITY FROM THE
SECOND CENTURY ONWARD

Chaptcr X. CONTINUITY SINCE THE SECOND CENTURY 61

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107458727
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-45872-7 - Church, Continuity & Unity

H. Burn-Murdoch

Frontmatter
More information
vi CONTENTS
C. CONTINUITY FROM PENTECOST TO
THE SECOND CENTURY
Chapter XI. THE TUNNEL PAGE 72
XI. VERBAL AMBIGUITIES AND OBSCURITIES 81
XOI. APOSTLES, EVANGELISTS, AND PROPHETS 91
XIV. MISSION AND AUTHORITY 101
XV. CONTINUING THE MISSION 106
XVI. CLEMENT, AND ‘THE OTHER ELLOGIMOI’ 113
XVIL. IGNATIUS, BISHOP AND MARTYR, A.D. 110 120
XVII. ST JEROME'S THEORY 137
Part Three
Continuity an essential of the Church and its unity

Chapter XIX. THE PRINCIPLE OF SUCCESSION IN THE
CHURCH 148
XX. SOME DISCONTINUITIES 157
XXI. ‘THAT THEY ALL MAY BE ONE’ 170
Index of References to Holy Scripture 185
General Index 189

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107458727
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-45872-7 - Church, Continuity & Unity
H. Burn-Murdoch

Frontmatter

More information

PREFACE

In this century a sense of the need for Christian unity has steadily
strengthened. A happy outcome of discussion and conference in
recent years has been the discovery of closer doctrinal agreement than
had been expected: but agreement does not extend to the doctrine of
the Church, or connected questions of Order.

A platitude needs to be reiterated, because so many have not grasped
it, that unity is not uniformity. As Dr G. W. Broomfield has lately
written (Revelation and Reunion, p. 214), ‘the order and practice of
the united Church must be such as to preserve everything of real and
permanent value in the organization and customs of the bodies which
are now separated from one another. . .unity is to be sought not by
readiness to minimize—much less to abandon—the things which dis-
tinguish us from our brethren, but rather by an eagerness to discover
whatever is true and valuable in the things which distinguish them
from us’. The Appeal to All Christian People from the Lambeth Con-
ference of 1920 said:

The vision which rises before us is that of a Church, genuinely Catholic,
loyal to all Truth, and gathering into its fellowship all ‘who profess and
call themselves Christians’, within whose visible unity all the treasures of
faith and order, bequeathed as a heritage by the past to the present, shall
be possessed in common, and made serviceable to the whole Body of
Christ. Within this unity Christian Communions now separated from
one another would retain. much that has long been distinctive in their
methods of worship and service. It is through a rich diversity of life and
devotion that the unity of the whole fellowship will be fulfilled.

If then unity admits of great elasticity and variety in organization,
what is the visible and practical one-ness, the unity needed to fulfil
our Lord’s prayer that we may all be one that the world may believe?
It has come to be increasingly recognized on all sides that the answer
to this depends upon the further question, what is the true nature of
the Church in the world?

This is an attempt to find an answer to that question in the teaching
of the New Testament. Organism is wholly distinct in principle from
organization. The Church, or new Ekklesia, was left by our Lord with
no organization whatever, but He left it a living society with an
organism of His provision which is still its distinguishing endowment.
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viii PREFACE

The New Testament also teaches clearly that the Church is sacra-
mental, that is to say, it has both an outward, visible, identifiable
materiality, and an inward, spiritual reality; for this visible body of
most imperfect saints is at the same time the invisible and mystical
Body of Christ.

A paramount catholic doctrine of all sacraments is that God is not
tied to them (although we are); that is conspicuously true of the
sacramental Church. Grace abounding overflows all limits of sacra-
ment and sacramental Church, but this does not make them unneces-
sary to us and, moreover, without them there cannot be that unity
which we know to be the divine purpose for the winning of the world’s
belief.

An important step towards a recognition of the ‘outward part’ of
the sacramental Church was made at the Second World Conference
on Faith and Order, at Edinburgh in 1937. Agreement was arrived
at ‘that every sacrament should be so ordered that all may recognize
in it an act performed on behalf of the universal Church’, and that
“To this end there is need of an ordained ministry recognized by all
to act on behalf of the universal Church in the administration of the
sacraments’.

I have tried in this book to show, what seems to me plain, that the
one-ness of the Church must be a humanly perceptible one-ness, not
only in the time present, but also in its continuous and unbroken life
in the world: we must be perceptibly one with the Church of Pentecost
in order that we may also be one with our scattered brethren through-
out the world to-day; unity must, as it were, be vertical in order that
it may be lateral.

Through half a lifetime I have longed for unity. The thought and
study of many years impel this attempt to express their outcome.
Lacking many qualifications for it, I can claim one, a real understanding
of, and high respect for, the wholly different outlook and opinions
of others, with some of whom I have close ties of friendship, kinship,
and affection.

As the table of contents shows, there are three divisions in this book :

1. The Church in the light of Scripture: a living organism, the
sacramental outward of an inner and spiritual reality.

2. Continuity in the organic life of the Church through the
centuries.

3. Continuity an essential of the Church and its unity.
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PREFACE ix

The second of these divisions includes a survey of what is known
of the hundred years following the time of St Paul’s death. The history
of that rather obscure period has been the subject of much speculation
and controversy. It only need be remarked here that the main theme
of the book does not depend upon acceptance of an exact historical
theory of that period.

On some points additional matter may be found, if desired, in
notes placed at the ends of chapters; these are indicated by an asterisk
in the text.

I wish to express my thanks to the Very Rev. W. Perry, D.D.,
who read the typescript (in 1942), and has given me wise and kindly

counsel.
H. B.-M.

August 1943
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tolic Fathers, Part I. (2 vols.) London, 1890.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107458727
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-45872-7 - Church, Continuity & Unity
H. Burn-Murdoch

Frontmatter

More information
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