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VOLUME 4
Islamic Cultures and Societies to the End of the
Eighteenth Century

Robert Irwin’s authoritative introduction to the fourth volume of
The New Cambridge History of Islam offers a panoramic vision of
Islamic culture from its origins to around 1800. The chapter, which
highlights key developments and introduces some of Islam’s most
famous protagonists, paves the way for an extraordinarily varied
collection of essays. The themes treated include religion and law,
conversion, Islam’s relationship with the natural world, gover-
nance and politics, caliphs and kings, philosophy, science, medi-
cine, language, art, architecture, literature, music and even
cookery. What emerges from this rich collection, written by an
international team of experts, is the diversity and dynamism of the
societies which created this flourishing civilisation. Volume 4 of
The New Cambridge History of Islam serves as a thematic companion
to the three preceding, politically oriented volumes, and in cover-
age extends across the pre-modern Islamic world.

RoBerT IRWIN is senior research associate of the history depart-
ment, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London.
His previous publications include For lust of knowing: The Orientalists
and their enemies (2006), Night and horses and the desert: An anthology of
classical Arabic literature (1999) and The Arabian Nights: A Companion

(1994).
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The New Cambridge History of Islam offers a comprehensive history
of Islamic civilisation, tracing its development from its beginnings
in seventh-century Arabia to its wide and varied presence in the
globalised world of today. Under the leadership of the Prophet
Muhammad the Muslim community coalesced from a scattered,
desert population and, following his death, emerged from Arabia
to conquer an empire which, by the early eighth century, stretched
from India in the east to Spain in the west. By the eighteenth
century, despite political fragmentation, the Muslim world
extended from West Africa to South-East Asia. Today Muslims
are also found in significant numbers in Europe and the Americas,
and make up about one-fifth of the world’s population.

To reflect this geographical distribution and the cultural, social
and religious diversity of the peoples of the Muslim world, The
New Cambridge History of Islam is divided into six volumes. Four
cover historical developments, and two are devoted to themes that
cut across geographical and chronological divisions — themes
ranging from social, political and economic relations to the arts,
literature and learning. Each volume begins with a panoramic
introduction setting the scene for the ensuing chapters and exam-
ining relationships with adjacent civilisations. Two of the vol-
umes — one historical, the other thematic — are dedicated to the
developments of the last two centuries, and show how Muslims,
united for so many years in their allegiance to an overarching and
distinct tradition, have sought to come to terms with the emer-
gence of Western hegemony and the transition to modernity.

The time is right for this new synthesis reflecting developments
in scholarship over the last generation. The New Cambridge History
of Islam is an ambitious enterprise directed and written by a team
combining established authorities and innovative younger schol-
ars. It will be the standard reference for students, scholars and all
those with enquiring minds for years to come.
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Note on transliteration

The transliteration of Arabic and Persian words is based on the conventions
used by the Encyclopaedia of Islam, second edition, with the following mod-
ifications. For the Arabic letter jim, j is used (not dj). For the Arabic letter qaf, q
is used (not k). Digraphs such as th, dh, kh and sh are not underlined.

Words and terms in other languages are transliterated by chapter contrib-
utors according to systems which are standard for those languages.

Place-names, many of which are familiar, appear either in widely accepted
Anglicised versions (e.g. Cairo), or in most cases without diacritical points
(e.g. Baghdad, not Baghdad).
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Al

BAR
BGA
BSOAS
DLB:ALC

EAL

El2
IIMES
ILS
JAOS
JESHO
JNES
JRAS
JSAI
SI
ZDMG
ZGAIW

Abbreviations

Annales Islamologiques

British Archaeological Reports

Bibliotheca geographorum arabicorum, 8 vols., Leiden, 1870-1938
Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies
Dictionary of literary biography, vol. CCCXI: Arabic literary
culture, 500925, ed. M. Cooperson and S. M. Toorawa,
Detroit, 2005

Encylopedia of Arabic literature, ed. J. S. Meisami and

P. Starkey, 2 vols., London and New York, 1998
Encyclopaedia of Islam, 2nd edn, Leiden, 1960—2009
International Journal of Middle East Studies

Islamic Law and Society

Journal of the American Oriental Society

Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient
Journal of Near Eastern Studies

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society

Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam

Studia Islamica

Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenldndischen Gesellschaft
Zeitschrift fiir Geschichte der Arabisch-Islamischen
Wissenschaften
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